
We can be a faithful Christian community, in part, by understanding and honoring marriage. 
 
It is an oath between a male and a female made with and before God.  

(Genesis 1:27-28; 1 Corinthians 11:11) 
 
Where they promise their very self to one another.   

(Genesis 2:20-24; Ephesians 5:28-32; Matthew 5:27-28) 
 
With the union sealed through sex.  

(Song of Solomon; 1 Corinthians 7:3-4; Hebrews 13:4) 
 
That forms a new relationship between themselves and Christ. 

(1 Corinthians 11:3; Romans 6:13) 
 

Where submission to one another and Christ is learned and embraced. 
(Ephesians 5:21-33; Philippians 2:3-4) 

 
Leading to families that form our culture, our society, or communities. 

(Ephesians 6:1-4; Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 11:19; Joshua 24:15) 
 
We should not strive to recover the time of integrated Christian/state life but strive for 
committed Christian communities. 
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We can now put together the good and alluring vision of Christian marriage: 

I. Marriage is an oath of fidelity between a man and a woman made with and before 

God where they promise their very self to one another as the agreement is sealed 

through symbols in ceremony.  It is an oath to forsake all others and cling to one 

another becoming one flesh.  

II. Sex seals the covenant in a self-donation between man and woman and serves as a 

recollection to their vows in grace. There is no greater act of submission through 

forgiveness than the very intimate of sex. 

III. Marriage is then a source of grace shared between and with the couple that only 

grows with time. 

IV. The sacrificial love of the husband and wife in the marriage is intended to point to 

the sacrificial love of Christ in the cross. 

V. Marriage is then where submission, the ability to lay down the terrible burden of 

always needing to get our own way, to one another and Christ is learned and 

embraced. 

VI. God is then gifted into marriage, into the one-flesh, sealing and bringing the couple 

deeper into Christ. 

VII. The greater purpose of marriage is sanctification through grace. 

VIII. Marriage brings life into the world through procreation. 

IX. A married household is then a place of shared mission, of shared work for family and 

neighbor—a place of genuine mutuality.  Marriage is where love, forgiveness, honor 

and grace are known in a personal way. 

X. Marriage has a normative effect on all society and continues to display the power of 

the gospel. 

XI. All marriage on earth is intended to point to the final marriage of all believers in 

Heaven. 

XII. God then places special instruction and protection over the entry, fidelity and exit of 

marriage and chastity. 


