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Inspire Newsletter
This month we are going to be talking about the one true reason for the Christmas season.
Join us as we discover different perspectives on this topic.  We hope that you will grow in 
your understanding and move forward in Christ’s will with us.

Thanks for reading!
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Here’s a Thought...
By: Pastor Jonathan Haseley; Campus Pastor (east)  |  jonathan.haseley@lcm.church

The Rub Resolved: How Jesus Changes Us 
Through Discipling  

It’s a wonderful thought that we would get to 
participate in the mission of God.  But to be 
honest, for our participation to be redemptive and 
restorative for others, we need to be a lot less like 
our natural selves and a lot more like Jesus.  

The math is simple.  Same old me = same old 
results.  Same old me = impatience, anger, selfish 
motives, barbed comments.  On the other hand, me 
becoming more like Jesus = me having more love, 
joy, peace, and patience for others.  Me becoming 
more like Jesus = others getting blessed.  And 
there’s the rub – I can’t get there on my own!

As Pastor Greg Finke points out, becoming like 
Jesus means having an increasing capacity to 
love others.  The evidence that a person has 
been discipled by Jesus is not their knowledge 
of theology, or attention to keeping rules, or time 
spent at church.  The evidence is one’s increasing 
capacity for loving others (p.66).  The rest of the 
New Testament builds on that simple truth  
(Galatians 5:22; 1 John 4:7-8; Galatians 5:6;
1 Corinthians 13:1-2).

Grace is not loving the lovable.  Grace is loving the 
unlovable.  Grace is treating people better than they 
deserve.  So becoming like Jesus looks like grace.  
It looks like self-sacrificing service for the good of 
others – and especially for those who don’t deserve it 
(Matthew 16:24; Luke 6:32-35; Matthew 20:26-28; 
John 13:14-15).

That’s why we need Jesus.  He intervenes on our 
behalf and disciples us.  He changes who we are 
and trains us to be more like Him for the good 
of others.  Jesus literally comes into us through 
baptism (Romans 6:3).  He replaces our old self 
with Himself. 

Discipling starts for us through baptism (Matthew 
28:19), but discipling is not completed through 
baptism (Matthew 28:20).  There is now the 
training, maturing, and hard work that happens 
as we follow Jesus and learn His lifestyle.  This 
is the “teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you” part of the discipling process.  
What Jesus gives as a gift in baptism He matures 
through the hard work of training (p.70).

Jesus matures us, humbles us, and teaches us to 
obey so we become more and more like Him in how 
we live.  It is simply participating in the mission of 
God as forgiven sinners in our limited, finite ways.  
“Jesus calls us to participation, not perfection.” 
(p.71)

To become redemptive in the world with Jesus 
we need to become more loving like Jesus.  And 
there’s the rub.  Jesus resolves the rub for us 
through baptism and training.  He restores us to the 
abundant love of the Father through baptism and 
then He trains us to give away that love to those 
who need it so badly.  “Freely you have received, 
freely give.”

** With the permission of Greg Finke, content 
has been quoted, summarized, and adapted from 
Joining Jesus Show Me How: How to Disciple 
Everyday Missionaries (Tyler, TX: Tenth Power 
Publishing, 2017).
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A New Perspective
“Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as 
I am fully known.” -St. Paul

“The waiting is the hardest part.” - Tom Petty

“How long Lord? Will you forget me forever? How 
long will you hide your face from me? How long 
must I wrestle with my thoughts and day after day 
have sorrow in my heart? How long will my enemy 
triumph over me?” -King David 

The beautiful (and yes, risky) drama of God “putting 
on flesh and bone” and, as the late Eugene 
Peterson penned, “moving into the neighborhood,” 
reminds us of three important truths: First, God is 
active in our waiting. He is never silent. Second, 
we are known by a God who gladly reveals who He 
is to His creation, even though we don’t see things 
in their fullness yet. In a world where faith is often 
presented as a kind of intellectually certainty, 
this should give us hope (and maybe a little bit of 
humility). Third, God’s dramatic rescue plan calls us 
to exercise faith. The Incarnation is full of risk, peril, 
and discomfort. We see these realities expressing 
themselves within the Advent/Christmas story.  

• Zechariah and Elizabeth: God saw their sorrow 
at the inability to have a child. They had long felt 
the days and years of isolation and shame. They 
had prayed for a son. God seemed silent. Had 
He forgotten them? No. He was at work, even 
while they waited. 

• Mary and Joseph: God saw two young people 
whose hearts were open to Him. Mary and 
Joseph grew up in a small village, outside of 
Jerusalem. Outside of power and influence. 
Considering what was at stake, Mary’s words, 
“I am the Lord’s servant, be it me according to 
your word” are still some of the most powerfully 
spoken in all of human history. Mary and 
Joseph’s lives were about to become very 
uncomfortable.  
 

• The shepherds in the fields: At the time of Jesus’ 
birth, shepherding was considered unclean 
work. As such, they were viewed by the religious 
leaders as being outside of God’s Kingdom. 
These “forgotten” men were the first to hear: 
“Glory to God in the highest and peace on earth, 
with whom God favor rests.” These "salt of the 
earth shepherds" were fully known by God. They 
were invited as full participants in the  
long-awaited Kingdom of God.  

Advent is a season of longing, hope and 
anticipation. Will God make good on His promises 
to redeem, rescue, and make all things new? 
Christmas, or the Incarnation, is God’s yes to that 
question! As a community, I pray that you will follow 
the way of Jesus. The church is meant to continue 
His work, moving towards a good world marked 
by brokenness, strife, and longing. We need to 
grow in our capacity of becoming comfortable with 
discomfort, leaning into the places that long for 
new creation the most. Ron Dotzler, founder of 
Abide, reminds the church that getting next to the 
brokenness of our world transforms us. He’s right. 
The more we join Jesus on His mission, the more we 
image the biblical story into our world. We become 
signposts, a reflection, even when it’s a dim one of 
God’s Kingdom breaking into our world. It has been 
a joy to serve Jesus with you all the last 3 and a half 
years. Remember: You are known. You are loved. 
LCM, take up your cross and follow Jesus. There’s 
no better road to travel. Resurrection will have the 
last word. Always. Merry Christmas. 

By: Pastor Mario Alejandre 
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Musings of a Morrison
By: tasha Morrison; Communications Director  |  tasha.morrison@lcm.church

Coming from a rather 
traditional German-
Swiss/Irish family, 
I could still tell you 
what Grandma would 
make for dinner and I 
haven’t been home for 
Christmas since 2010.  
We don’t waver much 
with our routine come 
Christmas morning.  
Once everyone arrives to 
our grandparent’s home, 
stockings are ripped into 
while the smell of ham 
wafts into our nostrils.  

Mouths watering, we eagerly help set the table, pray 
and enjoy our favorite meal while laughing together.  
Clearing off the table, we file into the living room, 
issue that year’s gift-hander-outter, and wait for a 
moment I will now treasure for the rest of my life.

My grandpa sits in a chair in front of the fire, 
grandchildren gathered around his feet as he pulls 
out his trusty old Bible and reads.  We listen quietly 
and humbly to the story of why we are gathering 
together in the first place.  We gain little smirks of 
thanks on our faces while grandpa continues to 
share how our God gave us the greatest gift of all - 
His son.  We listen to the story that most of us have 
heard since we came into this world.

Now, not being able to join my family physically 
for Christmas, I still am able to video chat with 
them and I still have the great joy of listening to 
my grandpa tell the “Christmas Story”.   For me, 
Christmas just isn’t Christmas without hearing that 
story.

____

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree 
that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 
world. (This was the first census that took place 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone 
went to their own town to register.

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. He went there to register with Mary, who was 
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a 
child. While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, 
a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him 
in a manger, because there was no guest room 
available for them.

And there were shepherds living out in the fields 
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great 
joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another,  
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about.”

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they 
had seen him, they spread the word concerning 
what had been told them about this child, and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things 
and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things they had heard and seen, which were just as 
they had been told.

Luke 2: 1-20
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Special Congregational Meeting 

Annual Meeting & 
Budget Meeting

LCM is hosting a special 
congregational meeting for the 

purpose of calling Chris Andersen 
to be the Campus Pastor for East.  

The meeting will be held Sunday, 
december 5th | 1pm   

east Campus  

We ask that you prayerfully 
consider joining us for this meeting.

lCM’s Annual Congregational Meeting 
January 23, 2022  |  1:30pm  |  East Campus

Meet the Church board Candidates
January 23, 2022  |  1pm  |  East Campus

Church budget Informational Meetings
December 5, 2021  |  9:30am  |  West Campus & LIVE on Zoom

December 12, 2021  |  10:30am  |  East Campus
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Children’s Ministry - West
suNdAYs
Kids ages 3 through 5th grade are invited to join us 
for Sunday School at 9:30am on Sunday mornings. 
Each week our lesson follows a chronological 
timeline of Bible events where every story points 
to Jesus. We explore these Bible stories through 
activities, games, videos, art, and music.

The Nursery at West Campus is available every 
Sunday from 8:15-11:45am. Children ages 2 and 
under are welcome to come play!  

lCM KIds ChRIsTMAs PRoGRAM 
It’s here! The annual West Campus LCM Kids 
Christmas Program! The program will take place 
on December 12th at 10:30am in place of the 
10:30am worship service. Even if you don’t have 
any kids performing in the program, we open an 
invitation for you to come watch! 

ChRIsTMAs PRoGRAM ReheARsAls
If your child has a speaking role for this year’s 
Christmas program, please have them attend an 
extra rehearsal on Sat., Dec 11th at 1:00pm. 
Please contact Kellie with any questions.

lCM KIds oRNAMeNT MAKING
On Sunday, Dec 19th at 9:30am, during Sunday 
School, LCM Kids will be making a Christmas 
ornament to bring home to their tree. Plan to join us 
for a fun filled morning!

lCM KIds seRvICe PRoJeCT ReCAP
On Sunday, November 7th LCM Kids made 
Christmas cards that will be distributed to service 
members serving at military bases around the 
world this Christmas. It is such a joy to see the kids 
sharing the love of Christ with all these men and 
women during the Christmas season! 
(Pictured- 5th graders with their Christmas cards.)

By: Kellie webb; Children & Family Coordinator - west  |  kellie.webb@lcm.church
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Children’s Ministry - East
By:  tracy schdmit; Children & Family Coordinator - east  |  tracy.schmidt@lcm.church

Well the season is upon us, the most glorious birth 
of a King! How will you celebrate with your children 
or grandchildren? Will you stick with old traditions 
or try some new ones? Here are some fun things I 
recommend to add some meaning to the holiday. 

Want to try a new activity with meaning, try one of 
these. A Star from Afar, The Shepherd’s Treasure 
and Shepherd on the Search, are all good Christian 
alternatives to retire an elf or start a new tradition. 
Two other things I would recommend are The 
Kindness Elves and The Angel on Assignment.. The 
Kindness Elves are not Christian based but promote 
our values to be kind, or like Jesus, to family, friends 
and neighbors. It has a lot of cute accessories with 
idea cards, thank you cards, and a scrapbook. Find 
information here:
https://theimaginationtreestore.com/pages/
thekindnesselves. 

The Angel on Assignment book is a beautiful book 
about following the angels and being an “angel” for 
someone else. 

Watch a clip about it here:
https://youtu.be/bu6W8Owboyc. 

You can buy it here:
https://wandacarterroush.com/order. 

ChRIsTMAs eveNT
We will be hosting a sing along with the children 
at East campus for our Christmas program. 
Please have your child submit their favorite 
Christian Christmas song and let’s sing it together. 
Contemporary, classic, or hymns are all accepted, 
due on December 5th. We would love for the 
children to announce their song for the group and 
why it is their favorite during the 9:15am service on 
December 19th. Not able to be there in person...
simply record it and submit it to Tracy by December 
5th. I also have a secret part of the Christmas 
program and if your child(ren) would like to be a part 
of that, please contact Tracy. This should be fun 
with lots of laughs..

bIble suNdAY
We had a great day of distributing age appropriate 
Bibles to the children. For those who moved up a 
Bible or for those who received their very first Bible 
we are equipping our children with the Word of God.

TRuNK oR TReAT
A big thank you to everyone who participated in 
the annual Trunk or Treat. We had a great time in 
fellowship with our members, neighbors, guests and 
grandkids. A big thank you to Nelda Hartwig, Nancy 
Tietsort, Larry Josephson, Carla Faulk, Trinity White 
and Jonathan Haseley for helping set and clean 
up this event. It takes a couple days to set up this 
outreach event, so please consider helping next 
year for a few hours the week of the event. 
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Alleluia!

But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.  Don’t stop them!  For the 
Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are like these children.”

AlleluIA! PResChool:  

This month, we are preparing for the birth of Jesus!  We know that JESUS is 
our BEST gift of ALL!  He is the reason for the season.  The children are making 
decorations & projects to remember baby Jesus!  We are singing songs and 
reading our book for the Program!  We are memorizing John 3:16 for our program 
and have actions, too.  

The children will sing the choruses to “Joy to the World”, “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem”, “The First Noel”, “Angels We have heard on High”, “Away in the 
Manger”, “Go Tell it on the Mountain” and “Silent Night” for our program.  It gives 
us goose bumps as these children lift their voices to our Lord and Savior and 
celebrate Jesus’ birth!  Can you imagine these little ones on Christmas Eve/Day 
singing at Church?  

Thank you for the continued prayers and support for our preschool.  It is a 
privilege to share God’s love with these children and their families!  May God 
bless you and your families this Christmas as you celebrate Jesus-our reason for 
the season!

By: Debbie Lubker; Alleluia! Preschool & Kindergarten Director  |  debbie.lubker@lcm.church
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Youth Ministry - West
Hey, Grownups!  Don't miss out on participating 
Wednesday, December 22 in our Christmas Open...
our 18 hole miniature golf course inside the West 
Campus!  We need a "sponsor" for each hole.  What 
does that mean?  You will get an assigned area 
at the West Campus to create your miniature golf 
hole using canned goods as the boundary edges.  
Maybe you have a small ramp or a Christmas tree 
obstacle that needs to be navigated around.  Or 
maybe you have a small Christmas inflatable that 
blocks the view of the hole.  Be creative and have 
fun with it!  Come early and get your hole set up.  
Then, have fun with the students as they come by to 
show off their golfing skills, and mark their scores 
off on their score sheets.  It's guaranteed to be a 
great time!  ALL middle and high school students 
are invited to come golf (Bring a friend!).  ALL adults 
are welcome to come and sponsor a hole (Bring a 
friend!).  Contact me as soon as possible to be part 
of the event!  

We are still in need of canned goods and non-
perishable items as well as wrapping paper tubes!  
Please bring donations to the table by the large 
windows. Thank you for your generosity!  

Our monthly service project night will be on 
Wednesday, December 15.  Keep a look out on 
Facebook:  LCM Youth West for all the details!  ALL 
ages welcome!   

I am watching the weather for any big snows we 
might be getting.  If this happens, watch for a 
sledding event to be announced on Facebook.  I'll 
bring the hot chocolate!  

Our students are incredibly thankful for a generous 
anonymous donation in the amount of $5000 that 
was to be used to purchase couches for our new 
youth space.  This donor has put forth the challenge 
for the congregation to match this donation.  Would 
you be willing to invest in our student program?  
Feel free to stop by and see what we are working to 
do with the new space and check out how students 
are utilizing the space.  They are super thankful 

to have more than a classroom!  If interested in 
working to meet the challenge, please contact me.  
Thank you!  

In November, middle school students headed 
to Okoboji for the Fall Recharge.  It was a great 
weekend focused on the theme "Into the Unknown" 
John 16:33  Talks focused on how the world is 
changing in major ways, and so much is unknown 
about the future. Students pondered questions 
such as:  "How do you follow Jesus when you don’t 
know how that will play out in our life?" "Why is 
there pain and suffering in the world and what 
are you supposed to do about it?" At this recharge 
weekend students discovered that their greatest 
calling is to follow Jesus, how they are uniquely 
gifted to serve a world in need, and how they can 
overcome their fears of the unknown. 

By: Allie tiller; Youth & Family Coordinator - west  |  allie.tiller@lcm.church 
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Youth Ministry - East
Thank you LCM!

As we look forward to the start of 2022, I want to 
reflect on some pretty awesome things that have 
happened over the course of the last year and let 
you know what to look for in 2022. 

First, thank you for continuing to pray for our 
ministry. In the chaos that has been 2020 and 
2021, I’m not sure there is anything more powerful 
than keeping our young people and families in 
prayer. From school closures last year, to up in the 
air mask mandates in their schools, to division, and 
just about everything else this year has brought 
– we can’t THANK YOU enough for praying. As a 
ministry, we ask that you continue praying for our 
young people and families. If interested, we can give 
you a name of a specific young person to pray for 
and you can receive a weekly prayer email. Just ask 
Chris Andersen. 

Secondly, thank you for joining us in many serving 
opportunities. From Serve Sundays to Breakfast 
Sundays, and of course, Peanut Butter Sundays! 
These serving opportunities not only benefit those 
who we are serving, but really impact our faith 
community as well. It is so cool to see on any of 
these Sunday mornings, young people and those 
young at heart engaging in conversation over a 
great cause! Just in case you’re wondering, these 
Sunday serving opportunities are here to stay and 
we can all have a lot of fun together serving in 
2022. 

Thank you for supporting us financially in 2021! 
This has been so impactful for our young people 
from supporting our young people going to camps 
and mission trips, helping us in our monthly 
fundraiser in the form of Breakfast Sunday, and 
every other way you have supported us financially. 
In 2022, we are looking for people to help provide 
snacks for our youth activities from Confirmation, 
Youth Group, and just regular outings we do! We 
know that one way that helps us share the Gospel 
with young people is definitely through snacks 

and any and all donations would be helpful and 
extremely appreciated in that cause! 

If you’re interested in learning more about what is 
going on at lcmYouth East, please feel free to reach 
out to Chris Andersen at any time at 
chris.andersen@lcm.church or call 402-333-4444! 

Thank you & Merry Christmas!

By: Chris Andersen; Youth & Family Coordinator - east  |  chris.andersen@lcm.church
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Music Ministry
uNexPeCTed ANGels
By Diane Madsen, Director of The Master Ringers

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
men on whom his favor rests.”
Luke 2:13-14 (NIV)

Can you even imagine what that appearance 
must have been like to a group of lowly shepherds 
tending their flocks in the hills above Bethlehem?  
The angels’ chorus of song and shouting of the 
Savior’s birth must have been deafening, yet so 
full of inexplicit joy.  So much so that as soon as 
the angels went back into heaven it convinced the 
shepherds to leave their flocks – their livelihood 
– and go to Bethlehem to see for themselves the 
event that their people had been told for years was 
going to occur.  Suddenly their lives were changed 
forever – becoming a part of a story that’s lived for 
thousands of years.  

The Christmas carol “Angels We Have Heard 
On High” always reminds me of that amazing 
night.  The French carol “Les angels dans now 
champagnes,” now known as “Angels We Have 
Heard on High”, is completely anonymous.  It 
has always been printed with no known lyricist or 
composer. This beautiful carol (one of my most 
favorites) tells the story of Christ’s birth, when 
the angel choir told the good news to ordinary 
shepherds probably swapping stories to keep each 
other awake as they protected their flocks.  The 
chorus “Gloria in Excelsis Deo” reflects the chorus 
of the angel choir that long-ago Christmas night.

The story goes that many years ago shepherds in 
the hills of France had a Christmas Eve custom of 
calling to one another singing “Gloria in Excelsis 
Deo” each from his own hillside.  The traditional 
French tune that the shepherds used may have 
been from a late Medieval Latin chorale which 
became the magnificent chorus of 

“Angels We Have Heard On High”.  The version we 
use today was first printed in a  1916 American 
carol collection entitled Carols Old and Carols New.*

Christ’s birth was and is very good news.  And 
God still loves to speak to us ordinary people and 
transform lives into something extraordinary through 
His grace.  This Christmas when you sing of the 
angels’ great announcement, remember that God 
wants to announce the “good news” today, using 
regular folks like you and me.  Whether it’s through 
helping with a meal at the Stephen’s Center, giving 
an Angel Tree gift, packing a Shoe Box, making 
peanut butter jelly sandwiches to pack in lunches, 
sending a donation to one of of the many missions 
LCM supports, encouraging a friend through these 
tough times, and countless other ways, we are 
announcing to the “shepherds” of our times the 
gospel story.

So this Christmas and throughout the coming year, 
let’s continue the angels’ song. Bellow out those 
Glorias in the chorus. Let’s tell the world about 
Jesus and show the world that Jesus still lives in the 
hearts of humankind.  

*History of carol found on the website “Center for 
Church Music”.

By: Diane Madsen; Master Ringer’s Director  |  diane.madsen@lcm.church
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Servant’s Heart
The Stephen Ministry Training Class at LCM have 
been meeting on Tuesday evenings throughout the 
fall.  Here are some of the topics they have been 
learning:

• Feelings: Yours, Mine and Ours 
• Process Approach to Caring
• The Art of Listening
• Challenges Related to Aging/Long Term Care
• Ministering to Those Experiencing Grief
• Ministering to Those Experiencing Divorce
• Depression
• Major Medical Crisis
• Ministering to Dying and Their Families
• Christian Caring

Please continue to pray for our Stephen 
Ministry class as they are preparing to serve our 
congregation.
   
As Christmas and New Year’s approach, many 
people are hurting due to the loss of a loved one, a 
cancer diagnosis, divorce, job loss, or some other 
significant life challenge.  These experiences can 
make an ordinarily joyous season difficult, lonely 
and perhaps even painful.  Here are some simple 
ways you might help.

Offer to help in specific ways.  Try to anticipate 
needs and ways you can help.  For example, you 
might ask, “Can I help you prepare Christmas 
dinner?” or “Can I help you put out the Christmas 
lights?”  Remember to follow the person’s lead and 
not just impose your help.  

Help people to pace themselves.  The holidays are 
busy, and those who are hurting may need help 
or permission to slow down or do less than they 
ordinarily would.  Let people know that it’s okay 
to conserve energy, take breaks, and pick which 
activities and traditions to take part in.  

Ask people how they’re really doing.  During the 
busyness of the holidays, it can be easy to just 
interact with people on a surface level.  Finding a 

good time to ask hurting people how they’re really 
doing—and really listening—is a powerful way to 
care.  Validate feelings.  When people do open up 
and share, listen and then show that you believe 
them and accept their feelings.  Letting people know 
it’s okay to feel whatever they’re feeling can provide 
a lot of comfort.

By relating in these ways, you can help hurting 
people find comfort and hope in a difficult time.  If 
you would like a Stephen Minister, please call on of 
the leaders:

Carolyn Scheer | 402-289-4863      
Kathy Rudd  | 402-679-2515
Jim Norton | 402-321-0449             
Jim Rudd | 559-362-1300

Blessings on you and your loved ones this 
Christmas season.
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Foundation of the Master
The Foundation of the Master has a rare 
opportunity and we would like your help!

The Foundation of the Master is a tax-deductible 
charitable organization established as a separate 
501(C)(3) organization.  The Foundation is 
designed to enhance the mission of LCM by 
receiving, managing, and disbursing funds 
provided by specific gifts, such as death benefits, 
estate planning, life insurance bequests, 
memorials, etc.; and financial contributions from 
outside groups or individuals.

The Foundation differs from the role of the Church 
Board and the annual budget by accepting financial 
gifts which generate perpetual income and are 
NOT used for Church operations, rather support the 
congregation’s mission goals and our community.  

The Foundation has a special opportunity between 
now and December 31, 2021. An anonymous 
donor will provide up to $10,000.00 in matching 
contributions, dollar for dollar to the Foundation 
Endowment Fund.  Will you help us reach our goal 
so we can expand contributions within our church 
and global community?

The Church Board is aware and has approved this 
opportunity.

How can you make a donation?  Checks in any 
amount can be made payable to: The Foundation 
of the Master or through our online Subsplash 
account: 
https://foundationofthemaster.org/giving/

Please specify if your donation is for the 
Endowment Fund or the Foundation in general.

Thank you from the Foundation of the Master 
Board
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Board Connection
The holiday season is upon us, and all the members 
of the LCM Board would like to wish you and your 
families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. We have so many blessings being a part of 
this wonderful Church Family. Our Pastors, Staff, 
Congregation, Ministries, and all that are associated 
with LCM are some of the most giving and loving 
people that truly do show the love of Christ every 
day. 

I know that with the coming New Year we will greatly 
miss Pastor Mario but are truly happy, for him 
and his family with his new calling. We also are so 
thrilled that the Board unanimously voted to call 
Chris Andersen as our new Pastor. A special meeting 
of the Congregation will be held on Dec 5, 2021, at 
1:00pm at LCM East. The purpose of this meeting is 
for the congregation to vote on whether to call Chris 
as our new Pastor. We look forward to seeing you all 
there for this very important gathering. 

At the last Board meeting we approved the LCM 
budget for 2022. This budget will be presented to 
the congregation for their vote at the January 2022 
annual meeting.

As we look back on 2021, we are so happy with the 
development of our digital campus, which not only 
serves our congregation, our community, but also 
has such an outreach to other Christians, and the 
unchurched. I personally know it is a blessing to 
many who are homebound to be able to watch the 
sermons, be a part of bible studies virtually, and 
other church functions. 

There were many other improvements to our 
churches over the last year such as the repair and 
re-striping of our West Campus parking lot, the 
sprinkler system installation and new landscaping 
of the grassy slopped area on the north side of our 
East parking lot at East Campus just to name a 
few.  In the upcoming year we have plans in place 
to add new lighting which will greatly enhance our 
churches. 

As we move into 2022, we are also thankful for 
the giving which you have done over the years and 
want you to know how much we appreciate your 
generosity and love. The Board encourages your 
continued generous giving for the upcoming year. 
We will be having our annual meeting of the 
congregation on Jan 23, 2022, at 1:30pm at LCM 
East. Additional information will be forthcoming. We 
look forward to seeing you there for this important 
meeting.

We hope your holidays are full of the true meaning 
of Christmas, the birth of our Lord and Savior, 
family, and friends. Now go share the love of Christ 
today.  

Jim Norton 
LCM Board President
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Let’s Get Together 
TGoW: ThANKING God oN WedNesdAYs
bIble sTudY foR WoMeN
We invite women of all ages to join us Wednesdays 
from 9:15am – 11:00am at West Campus. TGOW 
is a great opportunity to connect with other women, 
study the Bible, and deepen your relationship with 
Christ. Whether you are just starting a Bible Study 
for the first time or have been doing them for years, 
we encourage you to join us on Wednesdays.

bIble sTudY ChoICe #1: 
The Amazing Life of Jesus Christ, Part 2
January 12 – March 30 
9:15am - 11am | West Campus | $27
This is part two of a two-part chronological study of 
the gospels that focuses on Jesus’ rejection, death, 
and resurrection. The Amazing Life of Jesus Christ is 
based on the outstanding scholarly works of those 
who, through the centuries, have endeavored to put 
the life of Jesus Christ in chronological order. This 
12-week study will have in-depth discussions and 
daily personal application questions, deepening 
your understanding of Jesus’ life and purpose on 
earth. 

bIble sTudY ChoICe #2: 
Where Do We Go From Here?
January 12 – March 30
9:15am – 11am | West Campus | $12
Have you wondered how biblical prophecy relates 
to current events? Biblical prophecy helps us 
discover God’s purpose for all of the chaos around 
us. And in this new study, Where Do We Go From 
Here?, Dr. David Jeremiah looks at issues we are 
experiencing in our culture today and explains how 
they are linked to biblical prophecy. Along the way, 
he also provides practical ways to live with hope and 
courage in the face of these daunting times.

Register online or print a registration form at 
www.lcm.church/tgow. Contact Kellie Webb with any 
questions.

lCM QuIlTING GRouP
A special Thank You to all who participated in the 
LCM Quilting Group this year.  Thank you to those 
who donated fabric.  Thank you to those who cut 
the fabric into squares.  Thank you to those who 
sewed those squares together into quilt tops.  Thank 
you to those who made backings for the quilt tops.  
Thank you to those who came and tied the quilts on 
Monday mornings.  Thank you to those who sewed 
the binding around the edges of the quilts.  And 
Thank you to those who delivered those quilts to 
their destinations. You see it takes many people in 
this ministry to achieve this outreach to the world.

We finished 18 quilts for the Omaha Open Door 
Mission and Lydia House, and 105 quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief which get distributed around 
the world, and 5 quilts for the auction of 
Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministry held at Camp 
Carol Joy Holling.

May the Lord Bless all the hands working on this 
mission!  

Shae Hughes

hoRIzoNs
We are continuing tradition by having the Burke
High School Swing Choir perform for us.  They 
always do a wonderful job of bringing Christmas 
cheer through song and dance.

Then Gary Anderson will round it out with a 
delectable Ham and scalloped potato meal.  
Cost of the meal will be $7.00.

Our meeting is on Wednesday, december 8 at 
10:00 a.m. at the east Campus.  Please feel free to 
bring a guest.  But don’t forget to sign up on either 
November 28th or December 5th.

Be thinking of “what was one of your most 
memorable Christmases?”

See you December 8th!
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Advent Worship Services
Advent

Wednesdays, December 1, 8 & 15
12pm & 7pm  |  East Campus

LIVE on our Digital Campus - 7pm

Christmas eve
Friday, December 24

1:30pm - West Campus (in-person & LIVE on our Digital Campus)
3:30pm - West Campus (In-person)

5:30pm - East Campus (in-person & LIVE on our Digital Campus)
* 7:30pm - East Campus (in-person)
* 11pm - East Campus (in-person)

* Communion

Christmas Day
Saturday, December 25

**No Saturday Evening Service**

10:30am - East Campus (in-person)

sunday, December 26
All services will go as normal

West Campus
Traditional Service - 8:30am

Faith Formation (Sunday School) - 9:30am
Contemporary Service - 10:30am

east Campus
Traditional Service - 8am

Traditional Service - 9:15am
Nuer Language Worship Service - 1pm

digital Campus (www.lcm.church/digital)
Traditional Service - 8am

Contemporary Service - 10:30am
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Gatherings for December
eveNT loCATIoN dAY TIMe fACIlITAToR
Prayer shawl E21 Mondays 12pm Clara Tsai

Gab and Grow W10/11 Monday, Dec. 6 12pm Janet Richards

Quilt Tying E Fellowship Hall 1st & 3rd Mondays 9:30am Shae Hughes

bible study Pacific Springs 
Village Tuesdays 10am Donna Holmquist

Mary elizabeth 
Circle E Fellowship Hall Tuesday, Dec. 14 9:15am Nancy Sheehy

stephen Ministry 
Training E Fellowship Hall Tuesday, Dec. 7 7pm Jim Norton

Wed. Women’s bible 
study E8/9 Wednesdays 6pm Michelle Kalin

sisters in faith E21 Wednesdays 6pm Shelly Oestmann
Men’s breakfast West Campus Tuesdays 6:30am Doug Hughes
TGoW West Campus Resumes Jan. 12 9:15am Kellie Webb
biblical 
Conversations E Fellowship Hall Wednesdays 6pm Pr. Tyler

horizons E Fellowship Hall Wednesday, Dec. 8 10am Jan Novicki
stephen Ministry E Fellowship Hall Thursday, Dec. 16 1:30pm Jim Norton
biblical 
Conversations E Fellowship Hall Thursdays 9:30am Pr. Tyler

biblical 
Conversations E Fellowship Hall Thursdays 11:45am Pr. Tyler

biblical Conversations 
(online)

Facebook 
(Community Page) Thursdays 9:30 & 

11:45am Pr. Tyler

foundation of the 
Master W10/11 December 16 6:30 pm Jeff Acklie

Panera study West 1st & 3rd Fridays 8:30am Julee Mertz
friday Morning bible 
study E Fellowship Hall Fridays 9:30am Chris Andersen

Christian book Club W 10/11 Fridays 12pm Pr. Tyler
West Confirmation West Campus Sundays 9:30am Allie Tiller
east Youth sunday 
school E Youth Room Sundays 10:30am Chris Andersen
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Let Us Pray

• Garrett Bachorski - USMC
• Maj. Megan (Beaty) John - USAF
• Capt. Travis Benne - USAF
• Travis Bland
• Anthony Blum
• Maj. Jim Chester
• Andrew Enholm - Navy
• Daniel Day
• Dustin Funk - Navy

• Ryan Hansen
• Maj. Aaron Jackson
• Samuel Jacobson - USMC
• Douglas McConnell - Army
• Joel Knox
• Michael Koba
• Tim Pecoraro - USMC
• Lt. Cmdr. Keland Regan
• Medic Cody Stickman - Army

• Bernice Baldauf
• Marian Bolmeier
• Dorothy Brei
• Veljean Brown
• Bruce Donelson
• Don Eitzmann
• Marjorie Hesse
• Esther Holmes
• Audrey Jenner

• Ruth Karr
• Helen Madsen
• Gloria Nitzschke
• Lloyd Nitzschke
• Bernhard Peterson
• Norma Schlegel
• Irma Senteney
• Alfred Wise

Continued prayers for those who 
have lost loved ones. 

Marriages

PRAYeRs foR loved oNes IN The MIlITARY:

PRAYeRs foR ChuRCh MeMbeRs IN sKIlled 
oR AssIsTed lIvING

PRAYeRs foR The fAMIlIes 
Who’ve losT A loved oNe

deCeMbeR PRAYeR foCus
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Ministry Update

We have been blessed to receive food and money 
through a recent drive. The church generously 
donated five hundred items for our pantry. This 
means we will receive five hundred dollars from 
the Thrivent Member Network-Nebraska Region. 
We also will receive food from the mini golf at West 
Campus and are thankful for that. This will go a long 
way in re-stocking our shelves.

Who shops the pantry and when? We have many 
people from all over who are able to shop in our 
pantry. We have our English members and our 
South Sudanese members, neighbors, and our 
community all utilize the One14 Center Pantry. The 
pantry is open on Sundays until 3pm, Thursdays 
10:30am-1:30pm, Fridays 10:30am-11:00am, and 
by appointment. This is why our pantry is vital. We 
serve the working poor. Most pantries are open 
only a few hours during the week when people are 
generally working. We serve people who would not 
otherwise receive help! A lot of our shoppers are 
working poor and receive no other government 
benefits. 

We do have available books for kids to promote 
education and bring happiness to any kids 
shopping. I could currently use some good easy 
readers and chapter books. Warm clothing is also 
needed at this time. I have women who work in 
meat packing that work in very cold conditions. They 
are asking for large-xxl sweatshirts to layer while 
working. They also want sweatpants, leggings and 
warm socks to layer. 

We have a weekly dedicated and hard-working core 
group that helps stock the shelves and carts we roll 
out on Sundays. This group also organizes, divides 
products into smaller sizes, picks up groceries, 
and one volunteer does recycling only. We would 
love others to become involved and welcome a first 
step to tour or a one time help. Please consider 
bringing your kids with you because they can be a 
big help and it is a good lesson to see. The pantry 
is a service to our community and we would love 
support. The pantry is a service to our community 
and we would love support. This is your church 
pantry so please contact Tracy Schmidt at 
402-213-7585 to schedule a showing.

Most Wanted
• Oil
• Popcorn 
• Crackers: Graham, Saltine, Cheese
• Fruit Snacks
• Peanuts
• Spaghetti and Sauce
• Mac and Cheese
• Peanut Butter & Jelly
• Ranch, Ketchup, Hot Sauce, Salsa
• Fresh Fruits & Veggies
• Butter, Eggs, Milk, Cheese, Bread
• Meats including Chicken Nuggets
• Frozen Pizza & Meals
• Diapers, Wipes
• Deodorant, Toothpaste, Mouthwash
• Household Cleaners

Not Needed
• Green Beans, Corn, or Canned Veggies
• Canned Soup
• Boxed Potatoes, Stuffing or Meals
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Ministry Update
sAMARITAN’s PuRse 
oPeRATIoN ChRIsTMAs ChIld: 
ChRIsTMAs IN A shoebox 

We hope everyone has a very Merry Christmas and 
that 2022 will be a terrific New Year. We wanted 
to say a BIG HEARTY THANK YOU to everyone 
that participated in Samaritan's Purse Operation 
Christmas Child: Christmas in a Shoebox. We 
couldn't have done it without you. Thank you to 
everyone who packed their own individual boxes, 
to all who donated money or items to go into the 
boxes, to those that applied for Thrivent cards 
for use in the packing events, to everyone that 
purchased printed shoeboxes, to all that helped 
fold or Christmas wrap shoeboxes, to those that 
attended a packing event  or had their own packing 
event, and to all the elves that helped deliver the 
boxes to the drop off location. Over the past 20 plus 
years of participating in this program  we have seen 
a yearly increase in the number of boxes packed, 
and this year was no exception. This past November 
2021 we delivered 1226 completed shoeboxes 
from LCM!! 

This was another banner year for LCM, which 
seems unbelievable due to the continuation of the 
pandemic,  but we know that with God nothing is 
impossible. That's 1226 children and their families 
and their communities that will feel God's love and 
will have the opportunity to learn of God's saving 
grace through this simple shoebox gift . 

Come help see God change lives and help make a 
difference. I heard it through the grapevine that our 
church's goal for next year should be 1500 filled 
shoeboxes. With that said, packing events will begin 
early in the New Year and donations of supplies 
and/or money will continue throughout the year and 
may be dropped off in the office at or in the marked 
bins at either church site at any time to help us 
reach that goal. Please just be sure and label your 
items for the shoeboxes. Be sure to keep checking 
the post season and holiday clearance aisles for 
those great sale items. Need ideas of what to 
donate? Check out the list.

Need an excuse for getting together with a small 
group of friends or family or need a theme idea for 
a party? What about hosting a packing event? It’s 
never too early to start packing. Please contact Pam 
Burklund 402-619-0405, I can help get you started.  
 
suggested items to donate:
• Underwear-any size                        
• Socks-any size                            
• Wash Rags                                  
• Bars of Soap - (can be hotel size)   
• Comb or Brush & Hair Ribbons or Clips           
• Toothbrush-ask your dentist for donations         
• Small Toys - balls, jump ropes, marbles,                                      

playing cards, games, match box cars, stuffed 
animals, dolls, jacks, etc.  

• School Supplies-pencils, pens, erasers,  
scissors, paper, pencil sharpeners, crayons, 
colored pencils, markers, coloring books, 
watercolor paint sets, construction paper, craft 
kits, etc.    
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Information Update
NeWsleTTeR subMIssIoNs
Contact: Tasha Morrison
tasha.morrison@lcm.church
All submissions are due December 10th for the  
January 2022 newsletter.

doNATIoNs
Contact: Connie hacker
connie.hacker@lcm.church
When you send in a donation check through your 
bank or investment account, please be sure that 
they include your name on the check some where.  
Without a name, we are unable to include it on your 
contribution statement.  

fINANCIAl INfoRMATIoN
Lutheran Church of the Master Financial Summary
Actual: September 30, 2021
Total Income:    $1,294,167
Total Expense: $1,433,568
Net Income (Loss):   ($    139,401)

Td AMeRITRAde doNATIoNs
For individuals that donate stock to LCM through 
TD Ameritrade, there has been a change in how 
information is conveyed to us.  When the stock is 
donated, you MUST identify who the donor is at that 
time.  Pastor Tyler is unable to go back and track 
down donors which means that we will be unable 
to give you credit for your donation.  To be sure that 
you receive credit for your donation, please call the 
church and contact either Connie Hacker or Pastor 
Tyler to alert us to be on the look out for the gift. 

AlTAR floWeRs
Sign up for providing flowers for the altar.  The sign 
up chart at west campus is left of the office and 
east campus the chart is by the exit doors north of 
the sanctuary.  You will be called for a message you 
want in the bulletin as well as the flower colors you 
would like.  The cost is $30.00 and should be paid 
to LCM.
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Information Update

THANK YOU-THANK YOU-THANK YOU!!!!  At this time every year, members of Lutheran Church of the Master 
step up help the many families seeking food at Project hope.  Once again you have provided so many 
“fixins” for their Thanksgiving meal.  Your continuing care and support are sincerely appreciated by Project 
Hope and by us.  Thank you so very much and God Bless.  We enjoy doing this project because it is a 
worthy cause; gathering the huge amount of food you have provided for the less fortunate. 

Bob and Mary Lykke

Thank You!

2021 PICToRIAl dIReCToRY
The 2021 Pictorial Directory is in the proofing stage.  
We anticipate the completed directories to arrive 
at the church sometime in January for those who 
either had their picture taken or who submitted a 
picture for inclusion.  Thank you to everyone who 
participated!
  
lCM AleRT TesT
We completed a LCM Alert TEST on November 29.  
If you did not receive an email, text or voicemail at 
that time, please contact the church office to update 
your information and LCM Alert Preference.  These 
alerts will be used for cancellations and important/
immediate information from LCM.

YeAR-eNd CoNTRIbuTIoNs
In observance of the New Year’s Day holiday, 
December 31st, West Campus will be closed.  
East Campus will be open during the hours of 
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM to receive any in-person 2021 
year-end contributions.

uPdATed INCleMeNT WeATheR 
GuIdelINes
In case of inclement weather, please check the local 
news stations, Facebook and/or our website for the 
most recent cancellations. LCM will communicate if 
worship services are cancelled.

WARNING! sCAM TexT/eMAIl
Scam/phishing emails and text messages often tell 
a story to trick you into clicking on a link, sending 
money or opening an attachment. If you receive a 
text or email from any of the LCM Staff (especially 
Pastor Tyler) asking for financial assistance or a 
donation, please be aware that THIS IS A SCAM.  
If you have any questions, contact that staff 
member directly at 402-333-4444. 
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2617 S 114th St.
Omaha, NE 68144

P. 402-333-4444  |  www.lcm.church

Ministry Staff

West Campus  
1200 N 181st Ct., Elkhorn, NE 68022

East Campus
2617 S 114th St., Omaha, NE 68144

Advent Worship Services

Digital Campus Worship Times (Online)
www.lcm.church/digital

Support Staff

Kip Tyler Cell: 402-651-0858

    Senior Pastor

John Lewis Cell: 402-598-3986

    Executive Pastor Home: 402-321-8232

Jonathan Haseley Cell: 716-807-1370

    Campus Pastor (East)

Chris Andersen Cell: 402-616-3198

    Spiritual Formation & Care Coordinator

Allie Tiller Cell: 402-669-9518

    Youth & Family Coordinator (West)

Tracy Schmidt Cell: 402-213-7585

    Children & Family Coordinator (East)

Kellie Webb Cell: 402-213-1893

    Children & Family Coordinator (West)

Galen Greer Cell: 402-639-7265

   Worship Coordinator

Debbie Lubker debbie.lubker@lcm.church

    Director/Teacher of Alleluia! Preschool & Kindergarten

Shari Bevilacqua Church Administrator
Jon Bradley Technical Director
Jamison Denton-Carter Video Production
Connie Hacker Bookkeeper
Nikki Kotchka Receptionist
Michelle Kalin Connections Coordinator
Diane Madsen “The Master Ringers” Director
Jim McKay Maintenance Technician
Rob Meredith Social Media Specialist
Tasha Morrison Communications Director
Ken Price Grounds Maintenance
Vickie Wagner S.S. Superintendent (West)

Saturday Traditional Worship 5:30pm
Sundays:

Traditional Worship 8:00am

Traditional Worship 9:15am

Nuer Language Worship Service 1:00pm

Sundays:
Traditional Worship 8:00am
Contemporary Worship 10:30am

Sundays:
Traditional Worship 8:30am
Faith Formation
Contemporary Worship

9:30am
10:30am

Advent
Wednesdays, 

December 1, 8 & 15
12pm & 7pm  
East Campus

LIVE: Digital Campus - 7pm

Christmas eve
Friday, December 24

1:30pm - West Campus 
(in-person & LIVE: Digital 

Campus)
3:30pm - West Campus  

(In-person)
5:30pm - East Campus 

 (in-person & LIVE: Digital 
Campus)

* 7:30pm - East Campus 
(in-person)

* 11pm - East Campus  
(in-person)

* Communion

Christmas Day
Saturday, December 25
**No Saturday Evening 

Service**
10:30am - East Campus  

(in-person)

sunday, December 26
All services will go as 

normal


