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Inspire Newsletter
This month we are going to be talking about building community with the church.

Join us as we discover different perspectives on this topic.  We hope that you will grow in your 
understanding and move forward in Christ’s will with us.

Thanks for reading!
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Pastor’s Note
By: Pastor Kip tyler; senior Pastor  |  kip.tyler@lcm.church 

The psalmist proclaims, “How wonderful and pleasant it is 
when people live together in harmony!”  Another way to 
phrase the sentiments of this psalm is “it is moving when the 
community of Christ makes beautiful music together!” But 
too often our sinfulness causes uncomfortable dissonance.

This quote of Dietrich Bonhoeffer for me sets the truth of 
a Christian community, he writes, “Those who love their 
dream of a Christian community more than the Christian 
community itself become destroyers of that Christian 
community even though their personal intentions may be 
ever so honest, earnest, and sacrificial.” 

What he is saying, is we are often tempted to idealize an illusion of “church” in 
our image after our likeness. In the process we expect something that is different 
than what God’s church is called to be. We might demand our piety, our spiritual 
practices, our priorities, our preferences, our politics, our pragmatism over loving 
God’s people. By contrast, if you want Christian community, loving people is the first 
step.

The Book of Acts portrays the community of God’s people in this way, “All the 
believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to 
sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. A deep sense of awe 
came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. 
And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. They 
sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. They 
worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, 
and shared their meals with great joy and generosity— all the while praising God 
and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their 
fellowship those who were being saved.” 

Friends, if you want a Christian community, guess what… go share the Love of Christ 
Today!
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A New Perspective
By: Pastor Mario Alejandre; Campus Pastor (west)  |  mario.alejandre@lcm.church      

I’m a big fan of surprises. The good ones at least. I 
remember my first year here at LCM, I was getting 
ready for our Sunday morning services when I felt my 
phone ringing. I looked at the caller ID and it was my 
mentor and friend, Jeff Nellermoe. 

I thought to myself, “I hope everything is OK! Why is 
he calling?” 

There was still about 15 minutes before service 
began, so I answered the phone. 

“Hey, Jeff!”

“Mario,” came the voice on the other line, “Jonathan 
and I are in Omaha, what are you doing for lunch?” 

I didn’t have plans before I answered the call. I did 
after. I was looking forward to spending time with 
both Jeff and his son, Jonathan. 

Jonathan and I have always gotten along. He’s 
15 years my junior. I learn a lot from him. Our 
conversations always go very deep, very fast. We are 
both passionate about culture, the Kingdom and how 
the church is meant to be a prophetic voice within 
the world. Like his dad, his curiosity, vulnerability, and 
pastoral presence is always on display. It’s who he is.

Over lunch, the three of us were lamenting the 
condition of the evangelical church in America. The 
fact that we are often known for our cultural warring 
and what we are against instead of what we are for. 
We were of one mind that the church is meant to be 
a place of welcome, a place where the hospitality 
of God is always on full display. Everyone is invited. 
No exceptions. The challenge, of course, is that we 
have been convinced that to be welcoming of those 
who are different than us is somehow a compromise, 
an endorsement of the very things we have been 
discipled by talking heads, often outside the church, 
to actively fight against.

As people who love the church and our cities, we 
were discussing the many opportunities our present 
reality presented us. Jonathan said something I’ll 
never forget. 

I wonder what it would look like if the church just 
built a city that simply sought everyone’s flourishing, 
regardless of whether they believe. You know, stop 
worrying about who’s in and who’s out. Build the city. 
Let Jesus sort that out.  

There was a deeply rooted passion for Jesus and the 
Kingdom that was evident in his voice. Clearly, he 
had passages like Matthew 13:47-52, where Jesus 
talks about a net that catches “all kinds of fish.” 
What would our neighborhoods and cities look like, 
if indeed, we simply join Jesus on His mission? When 
we talk about the renewal of all things, that includes 
the reunification of heaven and earth. Yes, personal, 
and communal transformation is at the heart of the 
Kingdom life, but we all begin our journey right where 
Jesus finds us. Where that is will be different for all of 
us. What if, as we build the city, as Jonathan put, we 
create the space where others can experience the life 
of the beloved right where they are at? Remember, 
we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do 
the good works he has prepared in advance for us to 
do (Ephesians 2:10). All of creation is meant to be the 
beneficiary of God’s redemptive plan. 

This Kingdom of Heaven is not reactive, it’s proactive. 
It is not combative, militant, angry or judgmental. 
It is not a means to an end for our partisan politics, 
regardless of our own affiliation. The Kingdom is 
gracious, righteous, holy, peaceful, full of compassion 
and love. It’s the place where we allow the Spirit to 
“build the city,” and all the evil of the world become, 
“undone” in a world that Jonathan talked about. 
It’s where we undergo a radical life change and our 
friends, neighbors and yes, even our enemies, come 
to know the love of God that pursues, transforms, and 
makes all things new. 
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Here’s a Thought...
By: Pastor Jonathan Haseley; Campus Pastor (eAst)  |  jonathan.haseley@lcm.church

MY SMALL PART IN GOD’S GREAT BIG MISSION

The mission of God is to redeem and restore all things 
to Himself through Jesus.  And we get to help!  We 
have been MADE for the mission of God and SAVED 
for the mission of God.  Discipling is the means for 
showing us, the people of God, how to participate in 
the mission of God as a daily lifestyle.

One of the biggest reasons why people shrink back 
from getting started with joining Jesus on His mission 
is that the mission itself seems overwhelming. . . And 
it is.  The mission of God is global in its scope.  It is 
massive – there are approximately 7.2 billion people 
spread out over 57.3 million square miles of the face 
of the earth! (p.51).

How in the world can our small lives make a 
difference when the mission of God is so enormous?

Well, let’s think about it.  There are 7.2 billion people 
on the face of the earth, with 2.2 billion of them being 
baptized Christians.  That leaves 5 billion unbaptized 
people.  Still feel overwhelmed?  Think about it this 
way: if we do the math, there are approximately two 
unbaptized people on earth per Christian.

Two is doable.  All that needs to happen is for each of 
us to take up our small part of God’s great big mission.  
“The scope of God’s mission is, indeed, global.  It is as 
massive and expansive as the earth and everyone on 
it.  But the focus of God’s mission is radically local and 
radically personal” (p.52).

We cannot win the world for Christ until we meet 
our neighbor who needs Christ.  What is their name?  
What is their story?  As simple as it sounds, getting to 
know and offering friendship to one or two of them is 
how we engage the massive, global mission of God.

“What if all the people in church worshipping Jesus 
this Sunday went home and did the one thing Jesus 
gave us to do?  What if all the people in church 
worshipping Jesus this Sunday went home and 

started loving their neighbors as themselves?  Not the 
nations, not the city, not thousands or hundreds, just 
the few already nearby” (p.53).

Fred Rogers from Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood, used to 
say, “It’s hard not to like someone once you know their 
story.”  We are to love our neighbor, as the Father has 
already loved us.  This is our small part of God’s great 
big mission.

Every Christian is called by God to particular people, 
particular places, and particular opportunities.  God 
give us vocations in order to focus us and aim us for 
daily life as His disciples.  God gives us specific people 
to love and influence, specific places to dwell in as His 
tangible presence, and specific opportunities to seek 
and fulfill with Him (p.55).

So don’t be overwhelmed by the mission of God.  It’s 
a great big mission, but God has broken it down into 
little local parts for each of us: two or three 
pre-Christian friends where we already live, work, and 
play (p.56).  Now that is doable!

** with the permission of Greg Finke, content has 
been quoted, summarized, and adapted from Joining 
Jesus show Me How: How to Disciple everyday 
Missionaries (tyler, tX: tenth Power Publishing, 
2017).
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Musings of a Morrison
Did you know that my husband builds homes for 
a living?  I would by lying if I said I haven’t utilized 
that in our marriage and in our home.  It’s quite 
convenient to have someone who knows how to tear 
out floors, use a nail gun, mud drywall and install just 
about anything we may need.  He’s a clever man and 
I’m lucky to call him “husband”.  

Now, I appreciate Adam for more than just his very 
handy set of skills but that’s not the point - the point 
is that my life is constantly encompassed by building.  
He builds homes, he builds stairs, he builds his 
relationship with me, he builds his skills as a carpenter 
and he builds his maturity and character.  

But I want to focus on something else that we can 
build - Christian community.  Sit back and think with 
me on what that might mean.  Christian community... 
let’s break it down.  Christian, meaning, to follow 
and aim to be like Christ.  Community, meaning, to 
gather together and create bonds, relationships and 
support one another.  So Christian community would 
be a Christ like/Christ centered support system for 
those He has placed in our life - wouldn’t you say?  
And doesn’t a this kind of Christian community sound 
vaguely like ... church?

God knew that Christian community was important.  
He knew it was essential for us to not only build our 
own character and faith, but in the way iron sharpens 
iron, to build up those around us as well.  My friends!  
We are not in this alone!  We are gathered together 
in the Word of God, so that we, together, may be 
transformed by the Word of God, so then we together 
can go and share His Word with others.

How else would we learn what we need to learn, 
glean wisdom from those who’ve done this before 
and lived life longer than we have; how else do we 
grow not only in our faith but as a people, as His 
Church if not by building on the Christian community 
God has called us to build.

“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of 
Christ.”  Galatians 6:2 

“And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, 
encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient 
with them all.”  1 Thessalonians 5:14

“That there may be no division in the body, but 
that the members may have the same care for one 
another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if 
one member is honored, all rejoice together. Now you 
are the body of Christ and individually members of it.”
1 Corinthians 12:25-27

How else are we to bear one another’s burdens, 
encourage one another, care for one another, know 
when something wrong with our brother or sister 
if we do not meet with one another and build that 
community?  

I know you know the answer - we can’t.  Not if we 
want the Christian community that God has called us, 
so clearly, to build.  

So, will you gather with me, will you join me in 
building a community in His name?

By: tasha Morrison; Communications Director  |  tasha.morrison@lcm.church
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Alleluia!
By:  Debbie Lubker; Alleluia! Preschool & Kindergarten Director  |  debbie.lubker@lcm.church

But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.  
Don’t stop them!  For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs 
to those who are like these children.”

Alleluia! Preschool & Kindergarten is beyond blessed 
to have children as our vision and in our focus daily!  
26 children are in our classrooms learning about 
God’s great love for them!  We currently have 2 full 
classes!  What a blessing!  

Alleluia! Preschool & Kindergarten is a family!  A 
community of children with parents & teachers 
working together.   It takes a village-a community!  I 
love seeing former parents sharing how they loved 
the teachers and programs available at Alleluia! 
Preschool & Kindergarten!   Those former parents 
are encouraging others to attend our program!  They 
are still a big part of our community!  We had many 
former students attend our VBS and some are were 
even team leaders!  <3

Sharing God’s love with those in our school and 
beyond into the community!  

Alleluia! Preschool:  
The preschool kids have had an amazing time learning 
new routines and are looking forward to many new 
discoveries in October!   While studying the 10 
plagues, we will learn about insects and frogs.   We 
will learn about money and the Widow who gave all 
she had to give!  We will learn about the Ark of the 
Covenant and the 10 Commandments.  As the walls 
of Jericho come falling down, we will learn about 
following God’s directions. Finally, we end our month 
with nursery rhymes and dressing up in our not-scary 
costume.   Phew…what a busy, exciting time!  And, we 
always look forward to Trunk or Treat, too!  
 
Don & Millie’s Caring & Sharing Night:
Alleluia! Preschool & Kindergarten will earn 20% back 
for your purchase on Tuesday, October 5 from 5-9pm.  
Don & Millie’s is located at 16130 Evans Street.  Please 
tell the cashier that you are with Alleluia!  Thank you 
for your support!  
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Children’s Ministry
By:  Kellie webb; Children & Family Coordinator (west)  |  kellie.webb@lcm.church
        tracy schmidt; Children & Family Coordinator (eAst)  |  tracy.schmidt@lcm.church

LCM KIDS- WEST CAMPUS

SUNDAYS
Kids from ages 3 through 5th grade can join us for 
Sunday School at 9:30am on Sunday mornings. Each 
week our lesson follows a chronological timeline of 
Bible events where every story points to Jesus. We 
explore these Bible stories through activities, games, 
videos, art, and music.

The Nursery at West Campus is available every Sunday 
from 8:15-11:45am. Children ages 2 and under are 
welcome to come play!  

VALA’S NIGHT
Come meet us at Vala’s on Wednesday, Oct. 6th from 
5-9pm. We will serve hotdogs between 5-7pm and 
smore kits will be available all night. Tickets are still 
available for $10. 

BRING YOUR BIBLE TO SCHOOL DAY- OCT. 7th
#BringYourBible is a nationwide, student-led 
movement to read and treasure Scripture as God’s 
Holy Word, and to encourage others with the hope 
we have in Christ Jesus, along with celebrating our 
religious freedoms. This event empowers Christian 
students of all ages to speak God’s grace and truth 
into the culture around them, starting with two 
simple steps — bringing their Bibles to school and 
sharing what God’s Word means to them. For more 
information, visit 
 www.focusonthefamily.com/bring-your-bible/.

BIBLE SUNDAY
On Sunday, October 17th kids in Preschool, 1st, and 
3rd grades will receive a Bible during Sunday School. 
If your child is not in class that day, let us know and 
they can receive one on another date. NOTE TO 3rd 
GRADE PARENTS: We would like 3rd grade parents 
to attend Sunday School with their 3rd grader on the 
17th to take part of the Bible presentation and a Bible 
101 class. Please email Kellie with the name that you 
want printed into your 3rd graders Bible by Oct. 13th.

TRUNK-OR-TREAT
It’s a night full of fun! Trunk-or-Treat will take place 
at West Campus on Wednesday, October 27th from 
6-7:30pm. We will have trunk-or-treating in the south 
parking lot, as well as fun activities and food inside! 
We need your help to put on this event. Please 
consider passing out candy from your trunk or help 
with an indoor activity. Sign Up online at 
www.lcm.church/trunk-or-treat.
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LCM KIDS - EAST CAMPUS

BIBLE SUNDAY
We are excited to distribute new bibles to the first 
year preschoolers, First graders, and Third graders. 
We will be presenting the bibles to the students on 
October 17 at the 9:15am service. Please plan on 
attending and receiving this valuable age appropriate 
resource for your child(ren). Please register your 
student by emailing Tracy with your child’s preferred 
name.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Please consider helping Tracy with various tasks in 
the Sunday school area. Examples are bulletin boards, 
organizing, labeling, cutting, and other various tasks. 
Hours are flexible.

• We are needing a substitute teacher for 
Wednesdays 6-7pm and Sunday mornings 10:30-
11:15am. This would be as needed due to illness 
or vacations. All materials will be ready for you. 
This position is a critical need to keep our classes 
constant. We are also still looking for Sunday 
school assistants that can help the teacher and be 
a friendly face for the children.

• Finally, I am looking for Guest Artists! I need 
volunteers to use acrylic paints to paint the 
windows in the Sunday school area windows. 
The windows are a great treat and lots of fun for 
our students, those entering our building and 
our neighbors. Design ideas and patterns can 
be collaborated with Tracy and there are many 
patterns to follow. Skill level is novice and all 
supplies are provided. Come make your mark at 
LCM.

TRUNK-OR-TREAT
Come join us for this outreach event for our neighbors 
and a fun event for our members. Please consider 
volunteering in one of the following ways; hosting 
a trunk, serving pizza, running a game, decorating, 
setting up, or cleaning up. We need lots of hands to 
make this neighborhood favorite a success. If you 
need help decorating your trunk, please contact Tracy 
and she will give you a kit. Have time during the day? 
Please consider helping to decorate and prepare for 
the event starting on Monday, October 25th. Candy is 
also being collected so drop off a bag. Please let Tracy 

or Chris know if you would like to register for a trunk 
or volunteer or sign up at East campus. Set up for the 
trunks is from 5:00-5:30pm on Wednesday, October 27. 

The event runs from 6-8pm with Trunk or Treating in 
the parking lot, pizza, games, bouncy houses, 
bon-fire, selfie station and lots of fellowship. Make 
sure to invite your friends and neighbors!

BRING YOUR BIBLE TO SCHOOL DAY
On October 7th we encourage you to participate in 
bringing your Bible To School Day. If your school all    
uld love to come and have lunch with your student 
and bring her bible. (Yes, Tracy loves school lunches!) 
Please contact her if you are interested.  For more 
information, please see 
 www.focusonthefamily.com/bring-your-bible/.

VALA’S PUMPKIN PATCH
What a beautiful time to enjoy our church family in 
the bounty that the Lord has given us. If you haven’t 
purchased tickets yet don’t miss it on Wednesday, 
October 6th from 5pm-9pm. Tickets are available for 
$10 each and LCM will once again offer fellowship and 
food around the fire pits.
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Youth Ministry (West)
By:  Allie tiller; Youth & Family Coordinator (west)  |  allie.tiller@lcm.church
       Chris Andersen; Youth & Family Coordinator (EAST)  |  chris.andersen@lcm.church

Fall Is in full swing!  Confirmation on Sunday mornings 
has brought a new energy to the West Campus! While 
middle schoolers are in confirmation from 9:30-10:30 
AM on Sunday mornings, high schoolers gather for 
Sunday school.  Wednesday evenings bring the middle 
and high schoolers together for meals, service projects, 
games, and great discussion. 

SERVICE:
On the third Wednesday of every month, students 
gather for a service project.  September’s event was 
one led by Jamie Pilant. Students and other members 
of LCM gathered to create canvas paintings to be hung 
on the campus walls.  In addition to our Wednesday 
service projects, our group will be heading to Abide 
on Saturday, October 9 from 9 AM to noon to help 
with food distribution efforts. On October 20, we will 
be completing a project to honor veterans, and in 
November, we will packing shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child.  We will be asking for donations of 
small toys, hygiene items, underwear, and school 
supplies...Stay tuned!

Refuge (middle school)...
6-8pm  |  Wednesdays
1st, 2nd, 4th Wednesdays will be a youth gathering at 
the West Campus
3rd Wednesday will be a service project.
***meals provided on 2nd/4th Wednesdays

180 (high School)...
6-8pm  |  Wednesdays
1st Wednesday of the month:  small groups in homes
2nd/4th Wednesdays will be a youth gathering at the 
West Campus
3rd Wednesday will be a service project
***meals provided on 1st, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays

Back to school Luau

7th & 8th Grade Confirmation Students with 
Pastor Mario

Londyn & 
Bella at our 
Afterschock 

t-shirt 
bleaching 

event
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Youth Ministry (East)
By:  Allie tiller; Youth & Family Coordinator (west)  |  allie.tiller@lcm.church
       Chris Andersen; Youth & Family Coordinator (EAST)  |  chris.andersen@lcm.church

Join us every Sunday at the East Campus in the 
Fellowship Hall for a serving opportunity! 

1st Sunday
Breakfast Sunday 

2nd & 4th Sundays 
Serving Opportunities 

3rd Sundays
Peanut Butter Sunday! se

RV
e

October 27  |  6-8pm   
East Campus 

FREE! 
Invite friends & 

neighbors 
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sudanese Ministry
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I went to Africa for mission work to visit the Trinity 
Lutheran Church of South Sudan and Trinity College in 
Gambella

VISIT TO JIOKOW CONGREGATIONS
As I visit the mission field in Jiokow area, there are 
three church who are worshiping under the tree. This 
is because they do not have church buildings. Those 
churches need our prayers and supports. I met with 
their leaders and the congregations and they share 
their happiness of knowing Jesus Christ as their Lord 
and Savior and they also share with me their need 
as well. I also saw many children who are orphans 
who have no parents of their own and the church 
are the one who care for them or their immediate 
families. They asked for our prayers and support as 
the children are struggling in life.

ORPHANS
Concerning the place of worship, I would encourage 
us to do something even though we cannot support 
them at ones, we can support one of the church 
buildings and the Immigrant Lutheran Church of LCM 
will do their part in this project. One of the church 
buildings can cost about $5,000. This can make their 
worship comfortable because sometime it rain and 
that can stop them from worshiping because they are 
worshiping in the open.

I also would like to say thanks you members of LCM 
and the Leadership of Rev. Kip Tyler, Rev. John Lewis, 
Rev. Jonathan Haseley and Rev. Mario Alejandre the 
Lutheran Church of the Master {LCM} for buying my 
ticket to visit the mission field in Ethiopia and South 
Sudan and give me funds for the hotel and food as 
well. Thanks you so much and God bless you. I would 
also like to thanks my sister in Christ Tracy Schmidt for 

her generosity to donated some clothes to the kids 
and gave $160 to buy them Tylenol. You help lot to 
those who are suffering with fever and pain and the 
kids are very happy to have clothes to wear for the 
church and daily activities. God bless you.

As some of you may know that I am a Chairperson 
of Chaany Christians Council and Development. The 
ticket you bought gave me an opportunity to meet 
many churches leaders and members where about 
over 4,000 people gather for two days conference to 
pray and talk about peace among the community in 
the church and in the communities. I gave thanks to 
God for your prayers and support that you gave to me 
because if you did not bought that ticket and visit our 
sister church in Africa, I would not have the chance to 
meet all the various church leaders and share the love 
of Jesus to the community I was born.

I am so happy to be part of this wonderful church of 
LCM and I pray that the good Lord will continue to 
use you to be a blessing to many whom you know and 
whom you do not know to advance the Kingdom of 
God.

Your brother in Christ,

Rev. David Gatkal Wuol



Music Ministry
By:  Diane Madsen; LCM Master Bell Choir Director  |  diane.madsen@lcm.church

MASTER RINGERS READY TO RING - ALMOST
By Diane Madsen, Director

After being stored in their cases for 1-1/2 years, the 
bells have been polished and are ready to be rung.  
But one position is not ready because there is no one 
in that spot to ring those bells.  The bell choir is in 
need of someone who can ring in the low bell octave; 
i.e. can read notes in the bass clef.  If you expressed 
on the Time and Talent Sheet an interest in ringing in 
LCM’s handbell choir, now is the time to fulfill your 
desire.  You don’t need to have experience in ringing, 
but you do need to know how to read music.  It’s fun 
and a great way to keep mentally sharp while at the 
same time getting to know more of your fellow LCM 
members.  Come share the love of Christ through 
music!

Please contact Diane Madsen for more information. 

SPECIAL MUSIC SIGN-UP AT EAST 
If you would like to enhance the services at the East 
campus with special music please contact Denise 
McCown (402) 515-1286.  Denise will provide you 
with the dates that are available and with contact 
information for an accompanist should you need one.  
Vocal or instrumental soloists and small ensembles 
are invited to share their musical offerings with the 
congregation.  A musical offering is not only a gift to 
our congregation it’s a gift to God.  
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Board Report
We are continuing to focus on ways to expand on 
our mission: “The mission of LCM is to gather in the 
Word, be transformed by the Word and to share the 
Word.” With this we are looking at ways to strengthen 
each component of our mission through our study 
of the word (small groups, sermons, bible studies) 
and sharing of the word (Missional Communities, 
service, neighborly love) which will help transform us 
as follower of Jesus Christ. One aspect of the mission 
does not necessarily precede or succeed the other, 
which is important to remember. Sometimes we may 
be transformed by the Word before we gather in it or 
serve our community and by doing so be transformed 
by the Word. 

One of the ways we’ve expanded on our “OutWord” 
focus was through the 40 days of prayer initiative 
(search #40daysofprayer on our LCM Facebook page 
for examples). Kudos to our pastors for putting in the 
effort to guide us in this powerful movement. Many 
of us enjoyed starting our day with a new prayer focus 
and approach, and hopefully were able to take a few 
things away to strengthen our prayer lives.

Additionally, Pastor Mario and Pastor Jonathan 
have led initial sessions on Missional Communities 
as we seek to grow in Sharing the Word. Missional 
Communities will be focused on helping us Share the 
Word outside our church walls with our neighbors, 
coworkers and friends. There will be additional 
training sessions after the second service from early 
October through mid-November. We are currently 
seeking to identify potential leaders and groups 
to grow this ministry. Continue to seek ways in to 
strengthen each and continue our mission at LCM!

As we enter the fall, many of you have already 
noticed the shift in service times at West Campus 
to 8:30am and 10:30am respectively, with Sunday 
School and Confirmation classes moving to 9:30am. 
This has led to a nice increase in attendance of 
families joining us for the 10:30am service. It’s been 
fantastic to gather in person after a busy summer. I’ve 
personally noticed, the 9:30am-10:30am window has 
also allowed for small groups and other fellowship 
opportunities. Even if you are not there to drop off 
kids for Sunday school, please consider coming early 
to gather in the word! Soon we will have Town Hall 
meetings with the congregation to gather your input 
and feedback on various topics including service times 
at the East campus. More communication to come 
regarding date(s) and time(s). 

Lastly, The LCM board is continuing to provide support 
of the Youth Space/West Campus expansion. We are 
currently in a discovery phase meeting with internal 
focus committees to prepare a formal proposal for the 
congregation. The pastoral staff and the board will be 
introducing several proposals in the near future, it will 
be critical to have your feedback as we look to form a 
long-term plan for our growth needs. 

Please continue to lift up the LCM board, pastoral 
staff and congregation in prayer as we work together 
to share the love of Christ in our community. 

God’s peace and love, 

Brooke Kirby 
Board Member
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servant Hearts
STEPHEN MINISTRY

A World Turned Upside Down

“Those were very stressful days.  First the shock and 
disbelief, then the fear.  I felt like my whole world was 
crashing in on me.”

The following article was taken from the Stephen 
Ministry website.  It’s an excerpt from the book, 
Cancer-- Now What?  At LCM, this book is available 
to anyone who would like it.  Just ask someone in the 
office for a free copy of this valuable resource.  

The diagnosis of cancer changes everything.  One 
minute you’re leading a normal life.  The next minute 
your whole world has been turned upside down.

Here’s how some people described the time 
immediately after hearing a diagnosis of cancer:

“I couldn’t believe it.  I just kept hoping someone 
would say it was a mistake.”

“I trembled all over and just couldn’t stop crying.”

“I was in shock.  My eyes glazed over, and my mind 
went blank.”

“Whatever the doctor said after that one word 
– cancer – might as well have been in another 
language.”

Some people experience denial and disbelief.  Others 
feel scared, sad or angry.  One man said, “I was 
furious that my own body, my own cells, had turned 
against me.”

Here are two important things to know about this 
time.

First, whenever people receive news that shakes 
their world, they’re likely to experience a whirlwind 
of emotions – and a cancer diagnosis for yourself or 
a loved one is often that kind of news.  Many people 
say that the days after the diagnosis are among the 

worst in their lives.  When all our plans for the future 
are suddenly thrown into question, it’s only natural to 
feel that way.  

Second, the initial turmoil and confusion eventually 
subside.  Countless people who have had cancer 
or whose loved ones have had cancer will attest to 
this.  A woman told me, “Right after my diagnosis, 
everything seemed so confusing, and I felt helpless.  At 
first, I couldn’t even hear or understand half of what 
the oncologist said.  But over time my confusion faded 
and I was able to think more clearly.”

Let me offer these words of encouragement rooted 
in Joan’s and my experience.  Your mind will become 
clearer, and your focus will sharpen.  You will become 
more knowledgeable about the kind of cancer you’re 
dealing with and its treatments.  You will learn much 
of the medical language that may seem so strange 
at first.  You will gain a better understanding of the 
healthcare system and how to work with it.  

It might not happen right away, but as you learn 
more, your uncertainty will decrease, your coping 
skills will kick in, and you will be ready to face this 
enemy called cancer.  

Call one of the Stephen Ministry Leaders if you’re 
interested in receiving a Stephen Minister walk 
alongside you if you are diagnosed with cancer, or for 
any other hard time you might be going through.  

Carolyn Scheer  402 289-4863
Kathy Rudd  402 679-2515
Jim Rudd 559 362-1300
Jim Norton 402 321-0449
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Ministry Update
ONE14 CENTER PANTRY
We have been so busy in the Pantry serving our 
neighbors, friends, and members. With trust in our 
God, Tracy put a post out to offer help to anyone who 
lost power this summer. We are prepared to help 
people but not the thousands in the city who lost 
power. God always provides and with a little help from 
some children and youth we shopped and shopped to 
provide fishes and loaves! We had a lot of shoppers 
who were blessed by all your monetary generosity 
to provide for our city. Families were not prepared 
to lose everything in their fridge and freezer. We are 
blessed to serve families in very immediate times 
through the One14 Center Pantry. Other agencies can 
take weeks or months to give emergency help. 

Why do we have a pantry at LCM? Proverbs 21:13 
says, “Whoever shuts their ears to the cry of the poor 
will also cry out and not be answered.”  It also says in 
1 John 3:17-18, “ If anyone has material possessions 
and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity 
on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 
Dear children, let us not love with words or speech 
but with actions and in truth.” My dear brothers and 
sisters, I would dare to say that we are a lot of the 
people who have the possessions. Two final points. 
We are able to help the working poor who do not 
receive any other help from our government just 
make it. We are also open by appointment so we can 
accommodate working schedules. A lot of pantries are 
only open for a few hours during the day. For those 
who work, those pantries are not accessible.

Tracy has been able to do some evangelizing when 
people are using the pantry. When appropriate, she is 
able to share the gospel and the services we offer at 
LCM. 

Want to help? We are in need of food, monetary 
donations, those who would like to organize in the 
pantry, pickup groceries, or be a part of our pantry 
team! This ministry has blossomed into what it is 
through the overwhelming church support. I will 
close out with our ministry mission statement from 
Matthew 25:35-40 spoken from our Lord, 

“ For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, 
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you invited me in,  I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked 
after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when 
did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you something to drink?  When did we see you 
a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and 
clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and 
go to visit you?’ “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
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Ministry Update
Our mission trip to Haiti mid-August was anything 
but routine. Working through the 7.2 magnitude 
earthquake which devastated the southwest part of 
Haiti where Mission-Haiti calls home and then tropical 
storm Grace just days later, we certainly faced many 
challenges; but we were amazed and thankful to see 
God’s hand and provision each step of the journey. 
We knew that God was watching out for us and held 
us in the palm of His hands when travel delays spared 
us from being at the epicenter of the earthquake at 
the exact moment it hit. 

We saw much devastation and for the first two nights 
following the disaster, most people, including our 
team, slept outside due to the continued aftershocks 
and fear that buildings could still collapse. Then 
tropical storm Grace forced us into make shift 
quarters as torrential rains and wind pounded the 
damaged area. Fortunately, we have not heard of any 
deaths from any students, parents, or employees that 
MH serves; but there is a lot of property damage. 

The start of the school distribution was delayed by 2 
days, but we were still able to accomplish all that we 
came for. We had a record number of students attend 
(2530) and with God’s provision no student walked 
away without a pair of shoes and a new backpack. The 
students were very excited and hopeful knowing that 
school will continue even amidst all the uncertainty.

There is a lot of work to be done in the community 
in the coming weeks as many homes, including 
the mission house, were severely damaged by the 
earthquake. This 2 story building  will need to be torn 
down and rebuilt. It is currently being supported by 
34 temporary floor jacks to try and keep the building 
from collapsing.

Over the past few weeks, Mission-Haiti has:
• Donated orthopedic supplies to two ortho 

surgeons at a local hospital. 
• Assessed that at least 1,600 homes have been 

damaged in the surrounding area.
• Purchased tarps to serve as temporary aid for 

individuals and families.
• Distributed rice meals to hundreds of families.

How can you help:
• Pray for the families of the more than 2,000 

victims, pray for the many people who lost their 
homes and businesses, and pray for the MH team.

• Donate to the relief fund by following this link: 
www.mission-haiti.org/earthquake-relief

• Continue to collect shoes and backpacks.
 
Our hope comes from knowing that God is still in 
control through these hard times. Please continue to 
pray for our Haitian brothers and sisters.

In Him,
Brad, Pam & Breanna Burklund
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Ministry Update
SAMARITAN’S PURSE OPERATION 
CHRISTMAS CHILD
Fall is in the air. Leaves are changing colors and the 
temperature is dropping. It won’t be long now until 
the snow starts flying and that of course means 
Christmas is just around the corner. It’s time to pack 
those Christmas in a Shoeboxes. Please be sure to 
check the newsletter and announcements for the 
upcoming events. Our goal is to pack at least 1200 
boxes this year and we can achieve this goal with your 
help.

How can you get involved?
1. Donate supplies or if you can’t go shopping 

yourself, donate money for others to purchase the 
supplies. Check out the list below for our current 
most needed supply list and then remember to 
check the newsletter each month for an updated 
list. Now is a great time to purchase items, 
especially school supplies, with all the Back-to-
School Sales.

2. Join one of our packing events. The next packing 
event will be held Sunday, October 24, 2021 at 
10:30 in the Fellowship Hall at LCM East Campus. 
Please continue to watch for information on 
future events in the newsletter and Sunday 
morning announcements.

3. Host your own packing party. I can supply you 
with shoeboxes to fill and a list of suggested 
items to gather in order to fill the boxes. Are you 
planning a small family or social group gathering 
this Fall? Why not have a shoebox packing party 
as an activity?

4. Don’t forget the most important component: Pray 
for the children who will receive the shoeboxes 
and the lifesaving Gospel message they will hear.

Current Most Needed Shoebox Supplies:
• Soap—3 pack bars of soap can be purchased at 

Dollar Tree for $1
• Toothbrushes—ask your dentist for donations or 

purchase 6 packs at Dollar Tree for $1
• Washrags—18 packs can be purchased at Walmart 

for $3.97
• Paper notebooks, journals or loose leaf paper for 

10-15 year olds (Check the clearance aisles for 
these items)

• Dollar Tree Toys for children ages 5-14: coloring 
books, decks of cards, wooden games or handheld 
games,  balls, marbles, puzzles, cars, Lego sets, etc

• Happy Meal Toys, dolls or stuffed animals—can be 
gently used but must be clean

• Underwear--any size for boys or girls--especially 
boys size large to adult small and girls size 
medium

• Socks--any size for boys or girls-- especially girls 
size small and medium

Thank you for blessing others. Questions? Please 
contact Pam Burklund by text at 402-619-0405 or 
email pamburklund@yahoo.com

LCM Inspire  |  Pg. 18



Helping Hands
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEf SCHOOL KITS
All year long women from our church have been 
sewing drawstring backpacks for the Lutheran World 
Relief School Kits. We now just need the school 
supplies to fill them. For just pennies you can change 
the life of a child and his or her family--for we know 
that education is the key to breaking the cycle of 
poverty! We will collect school supplies all year long, 
so please continue to check the clearance aisles. Look 
below for the items needed to fill just 1 Lutheran 
World Relief School Kit. (FYI: We are hoping to fill at 
least 150 this year.) Any supplies that you can donate 
will be much appreciated and will help to change a 
life!

• 70 page Spiral Notebooks (4 notebooks per 
backpack. That’s 600 notebooks needed to fill 150 
backpacks!!)                                        

• 1 Large Eraser
• 5 Ballpoint Pens-blue or black ink                                                       
• 1 Ruler  
• 5 Pencils                                                                                                   
• 1 Box of 24 Crayons
• 1 Pencil Sharpener                                                                                  
• 1 Pair of Child’s Scissors   

Please place your donations in the marked bin at 
the east campus or bring to the west campus office. 
Please be sure and mark your bags LWR.

Thank you in advance for sharing the love of Christ.

If you have questions, please call or text Pam 
Burklund at 402-619-0405

ANGEL TREE
We are very excited to be celebrating an Angel Tree 
Christmas again this year as Angel Tree provides an 
opportunity for children in our local community to 
receive gifts, the Gospel, and a personal message 
from their parent who is presently incarcerated.  
Shopping, assembly of gifts, and delivery to the 
children can all be done contact-less in order 
to provide additional comfort and safety while 
maintaining this holiday tradition.   In October we 
need 12-14 people willing to contact the children’s 
caregivers to solicit gift ideas and confirm delivery 
addresses.  Please call the church office or email
Deb Van Roy, dvanroy@cox.net, or Kate Hiykel, 
khiykel@gmail.com, if you are able to help contact 
caregivers.  

Starting in November you can sponsor a child by 
selecting an Angel Tag in the narthex at either campus 
OR sign-up online.  In addition you can also volunteer 
to deliver gifts in December.  More information to 
come.  
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LWR HEALTH/PERSONAL CARE KITS
Items, NEW and in good condition, amount of items 
(as listed) per kit:
• 1 Bath-sized towel (Between 20” x 40” and 52”x 

27”), Dark color recommended   
• 2 Bath-sized bars of soap-In original packaging 
• 1 Adult-sized toothbrush     

In original, manufacturer’s packaging, no plastic 
bags or plastic wrap

• 1 Sturdy comb     
• 1 Metal nail clippers    
Items for donation need to be collected and received 
at either LCM site by OCTOBER 13, 2021.   Place items 
in the BLUE bins located at both sites.

THANKSGIVING BAGS fOR PROJECT HOPE
Project Hope has decided to continue the 
Thanksgiving Bag plan they utilized last year and have 
asked our church to contribute the followed for the 
families that frequent their pantry:

• 250 turkey stuffing mixes
• 500 dry gravy packets(no jars please)
• 250 canned yams (40 oz.)

Please place your contribution in a plastic bag.
Collecting October 23 through November 8th.

Thank you very much for supporting this effort.  If you 
have any questions please call us.  (402) 330-67620  
Bob and Mary Lykke

DIABETES PRAYER DAY
Scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, November 13 
and 14, 2021. Please mark your calendars to set aside 
time on that day to pray for a cure for diabetes. Many, 
many people are suffering from this disabling disease.

Helping Hand
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Gatherings for October
EVENT LOCATION DAY TIME fACILITATOR
Prayer Shawl E21 Mondays 12pm Clara Tsai

Gab and Grow W10/11 Mondays 12pm Janet Richards

Quilt Tying E Fellowship Hall 1st & 3rd Mondays 9:30am Shae Hughes

Bible Study Pacific Springs 
Village Tuesdays 10am Donna Holmquist

Mary Elizabeth Circle E Fellowship Hall Tuesday, Oct. 12 9:15am Nancy Sheehy
Stephen Ministry W10/11 Tuesday, Oct. 6 7pm Jim Norton
Wed. Women’s Bible 
Study E8/9 Wednesdays 6pm Michelle Kalin

Sisters in faith E21 Wednesdays 6pm Shelly Oestmann
Men’s Breakfast West Campus Tuesdays 6:30am Doug Hughes
TGOW West Campus Wednesdays 9:15am Kellie Webb
Biblical 
Conversations E Fellowship Hall Wednesdays 6pm Pr. Tyler

Horizons E Fellowship Hall 2nd Wednesdays 10am Jan Novicki
Stephen Ministry E Fellowship Hall Thursday, Oct. 21 1:30pm Jim Norton
Biblical 
Conversations E Fellowship Hall Thursdays 9:30am Pr. Tyler

Biblical 
Conversations E Fellowship Hall Thursdays 11:45am Pr. Tyler

Biblical Conversations 
(online)

Facebook 
(Community Page) Thursdays 9:30 & 11:45am Pr. Tyler

foundation of the 
Master W10/11 December 16 6:30 pm Jeff Acklie

Panera Study West 1st & 3rd Fridays 8:30am Julee Mertz
friday Morning Bible 
Study E Fellowship Hall Fridays 9:30am Chris Andersen

Christian Book Club W 10/11 Fridays 12pm Pr. Tyler
Grief Share F.H. Sundays 1pm Carl Johnson
West Confirmation West Campus Sundays 9:30am Allie Tiller
East Youth Sunday 
School E Youth Room Sundays 10:30am Chris Andersen

HORIzONS
October 13 | 10am | East Campus
Cost: $7/ea.
Menu: Meatloaf Dinner
catered by Gary Anderson
Program: Kirk Estee, Humorist, presenting his 
program “Laughter is the best medicine”.

We had a nice turnout for our
September gathering.  The music by the 
Grateful Hearts quartet was outstanding!
So hope to see you all this month.  Be sure and
sign up on either the 2nd & 3rd or 9th and 10th.
Any questions, call Jan Novicki. 402-330-4184
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Let Us Pray

• Garrett Bachorski - USMC
• Maj. Megan (Beaty) John - USAF
• Capt. Travis Benne - USAF
• Travis Bland
• Anthony Blum
• Maj. Jim Chester
• Andrew Enholm - Navy
• Daniel Day
• Dustin Funk - Navy
• Ryan Hansen
• Maj. Aaron Jackson

• Samuel Jacobson - USMC
• Douglas McConnell - Army
• Airman Adam Nielsen - USAF
• Joel Knox
• Michael Koba
• Tim Pecoraro - USMC
• Lt. Cmdr. Keland Regan
• Medic Cody Stickman - Army

• Bernice Baldauf
• Marian Bolmeier
• Dorothy Brei
• Veljean Brown
• Bruce Donelson
• Don Eitzmann
• Esther Holmes
• Audrey Jenner
• Helen Madsen

• Gloria Nitzschke
• Lloyd Nitzschke
• Bernhard Peterson
• Norma Schlegel
• Irma Senteney
• Alfred Wise

Gene Cline
Roland Mariucci
Norma Nummela

Bob Roh
John Woodbury

Confirmands

PRAYERS fOR LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY:

PRAYERS fOR CHURCH MEMBERS IN SKILLED OR 
ASSISTED LIVING

PRAYERS fOR THE fAMILIES 
WHO’VE LOST A LOVED ONE

OCTOBER PRAYER fOCUS
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Information Update
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS
Contact: Tasha Morrison
tasha.morrison@lcm.church
All submissions are due October 10th for the  
November newsletter.

DONATIONS
Contact: Connie Hacker
connie.hacker@lcm.church
When you send in a donation check through your 
bank or investment account, please be sure that 
they include your name on the check some where.  
Without a name, we are unable to include it on your 
contribution statement.  

fINANCIAL INfORMATION
Lutheran Church of the Master Financial Summary
Actual: August 31, 2021
Total Income:    $1,039,414
Total Expense:              $1,115,946
Net Income (Loss):     ($      76,532)

TD AMERITRADE DONATIONS
For individuals that donate stock to LCM through 
TD Ameritrade, there has been a change in how 
information is conveyed to us.  When the stock is 
donated, you MUST identify who the donor is at that 
time.  Pastor Tyler is unable to go back and track 
down donors which means that we will be unable 
to give you credit for your donation.  To be sure that 
you receive credit for your donation, please call the 
church and contact either Connie Hacker or Pastor 
Tyler to alert us to be on the look out for the gift. 

ALTAR fLOWERS
Sign up for providing flowers for the altar.  The sign 
up chart at west campus is left of the office and east 
campus the chart is by the exit doors north of the 
sanctuary.  You will be called for a message you want 
in the bulletin as well as the flower colors you would 
like.  The cost is $30.00 and should be paid to LCM.

fUNERAL COMMITTEE 
Contact:  Church Office | 402-333-4444
We are updating our list of willing members who 
would like to help serve at our funeral luncheons.  
Those offering will be on a rotation and will be called 
when a need arises.  If you wish to serve others in this 
way, please call the church office and provide your 
name and phone number.

LCM ALERT NOTIfICATIONS
Do you want to receive LCM Alerts by phone, text or 
email?  If you haven’t let us know your preference (by 
completing the Information Update form, postcard-
size mini form or the top portion of the My Faith in 
Action form), you won’t be receiving important alerts 
from LCM.  We’ll be sending out a TEST ALERT soon so 
be sure to let us know your preference!

UPDATED INCLEMENT WEATHER 
GUIDELINES
In case of inclement weather, please check 
the local news stations, Facebook and/or our 
website for the most recent cancellations. LCM 
will cancel all church activities if the community 
public schools (i.e. Omaha Public Schools 
or Westside District 66 for East Campus and 
Elkhorn Public or Millard Public Schools for West 
Campus). There may be circumstances that 
warrant LCM closing if schools do not cancel. 
LCM will communicate if worship services are 
cancelled.

THANK YOU!
I would like to thank all of you who remembered 
me with prayers, cards, and phone calls during 
my recovery from knee surgery.  Also for the 
condolences I had received in the passing of 
my son-in-law, Carl.  They were all very much 
appreciated.

Jean Lindell
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2617 S 114th St.
Omaha, NE 68144

P. 402-333-4444  |  www.lcm.church

Ministry Staff

West Campus  
1200 N 181st Ct., Elkhorn, NE 68022

East Campus
2617 S 114th St., Omaha, NE 68144

Digital Campus Worship Times (Online)
www.lcm.church/digital

Support Staff

Kip Tyler Cell: 402-651-0858

    Senior Pastor Home: 402-334-7152

John Lewis Cell: 402-598-3986

    Executive Pastor Home: 402-321-8232

Mario Alejandre Cell: 801-597-4869

    Campus Pastor (West)

Jonathan Haseley Cell: 716-807-1370

    Campus Pastor (East)

Chris Andersen Cell: 402-616-3198

    Spiritual Formation & Care Coordinator

Allie Tiller Cell: 402-669-9518

    Youth & Family Coordinator (West)

Tracy Schmidt Cell: 402-213-7585

    Children & Family Coordinator (East)

Kellie Webb Cell: 402-213-1893

    Children & Family Coordinator (West)

Galen Greer Cell: 402-639-7265

   Worship Coordinator

Debbie Lubker debbie.lubker@lcm.church

    Director/Teacher of Alleluia! Preschool & Kindergarten

Shari Bevilacqua Church Administrator
Jon Bradley Technical Director
Jamison Denton-Carter Video Production
Connie Hacker Bookkeeper
Nikki Kotchka Receptionist
Michelle Kalin Connections Coordinator
Diane Madsen “The Master Ringers” Director
Jim McKay Maintenance Technician
Rob Meredith Social Media Specialist
Tasha Morrison Communications Director
Ken Price Grounds Maintenance
Vickie Wagner S.S. Superintendent (West)

Saturday Traditional Worship 5:30pm
Sundays:

Traditional Worship 8:00am

Traditional Worship 9:15am

The Huddle Worship & Study 10:30am

Nuer Language Worship Service 1:00pm

Sundays:
Traditional Worship 8:00am
Contemporary Worship 10:30am

Sundays:
Traditional Worship 8:30am
Faith Formation
Contemporary Worship

9:30am
10:30am


