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Joseph Forgives His Brothers

Genesis 42-45; Ephesians 4:32; Matthew 18:15-17

Next Week’s Verses: Jonah 3-4:3; Luke 4:14-22; Matthew 28:16-20

TODAY’S BIG IDEA
The primary point of Joseph’s life is to point us to Jesus Christ;

to tell us something about what God is like and how He interacts with 
His creation. 

 

Pastor Jonathan gratefully acknowledges the contributions of these 
authors for this week’s sermon

Joseph and the Gospel of Many Colors: Reading an Old Story in a 
New Way by Voddie Baucham Jr.

The Junkyard God of Conditional Forgiveness by Chad Bird
www.1517.org/articles/the-junkyard-god-of-conditional-forgiveness

Living in the Light of Inextinguishable Hope: The Gospel According to 
Joseph by Iain M. Duguid and Matthew P. Harmon 

Joseph: A Story of Love, Hate, Slavery, Power, and Forgiveness by 
John C. Lennox

Come Near to Me, Please by Daniel Emery Price
www.1517.org/articles/come-near-to-me-please

Memory Verse: “Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” - Colossians 3:13

From Faithweaver NOW Curriculum, Group Publishing, Inc. 2021. Used by permission

Digging Deeper

Talk Topics

Have you ever 
struggled with a 
desire for revenge? 
What happened?

What does it mean 
to truly forgive 
someone?

Discuss a story 
in the news in 
which a person 
does or does not 
forgive another. 
Talk about your 
thoughts on the 
situation and how 
our culture views 
forgiveness.

What  impact 
does holding on 
to unforgiveness 
have on each 
party involved?

Daily Challenges
Choose one or more to do this week.

• Take some time to think about unforgiveness in your life. What 
grudges are you holding? What makes it a struggle for you 
to truly forgive? How has that unforgiveness impacted you? 
When we receive Jesus’ forgiveness, we can extend it to others. 

• Read Colossians 3:13, make a commitment to obey this verse 
by extending forgiveness. Come up with a one-sentence 
phrase about how you will live out forgiveness this week. 
Such as “When someone is mean to me, I’ll respond in 
kindness.” Or be specific: “I’ll tell Susie I forgive her, and 
I’ll be kind to her by baking her cookies.” 

• Listen to “Amazing Grace,” and consider what the lyrics 
mean to you. Then write a new verse for the hymn, voicing 
your own reflections on God’s forgiveness and grace. 

Further Study and Discussion throughout the week
Use the following passages and questions to explore
additional Biblical insights about your heart.
Monday—Exodus 23:4-5
How does this passage represent a true heart of forgiveness? What’s 
the difference between saying “I forgive you” and living it out?
Tuesday—Psalm 51:1-12
In what ways have you experienced God’s forgiveness? How 
does that influence your desire to forgive others?
Wednesday—Matthew 18:15-17
Why might this practice be beneficial for forgiveness? What 
does it look like to treat someone like a pagan or tax collector? 
In what ways could you implement this process?
Thursday—Matthew 18:21-22
Why is Jesus so generous with forgiveness? When have you withheld 
forgiveness because someone has hurt you too many times?
Friday—Ephesians 4:32
How are kindness and compassion tied to forgiveness? What’s 
something you can do to show kindness and compassion to 
someone you’ve forgiven?
Saturday—Matthew 6:12
In what ways do you need God’s forgiveness today?
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