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Inspire Newsletter
This month we are going to be about embracing change.

Join us as we discover different perspectives on this topic.  We hope that you will grow in your 
understanding and move forward in Christ’s will with us.

Thanks for reading!
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Here’s a Thought...
By Pastor Jonathan Haseley, East Campus Pastor

WHAT IS “DISCIPLING” ACCORDING TO 
JESUS?

If we are going to understand what “discipling” 
is according to Jesus, we need be clear on what 
the word “discipling” means.  You are probably 
familiar with these words: apprentice, trainee, 
intern.  What do these words have in common?  
They describe a person in the process of 
becoming skilled at something.  A “disciple” is 
a person in the process of becoming skilled at 
something.  “Discipling” is a process through 
which certain skills are developed.

So when you hear the term “disciple” of 
Jesus, think apprentice, trainee, intern of 
Jesus.  Likewise, when you hear that Jesus 
is “discipling” us, think of Jesus as coaching, 
training, drilling, or mentoring us.  The questions 
is, “To what end?”  Why is it important to keep 
our understanding of mission and discipling 
clear and simple?

Pastor Greg Finke answers these questions by 
referencing the creation of the iPhone by Apple.  
Back in 2007, Steve Jobs took the stage at the 
annual Apple gathering in San Francisco and 
introduced the first iPhone to the world.  For the 
first time, technicians at Apple had engineered 
a way to combine the functions of a phone, 
emailing, texting, and surfing the internet into 
one handheld device.  How could something 
so technologically complex spread so rapidly 
around the world?  “Clear and simple spreads.  
Unclear and complex does not.” (p.36).  (p.37).

That’s why we need to keep mission and 
discipling clear and simple.  Clear and simple 
spreads.  Unclear and complex does not.  
The goal of Jesus is not to have a mission and 
discipling process that is so complex only 
a small number of theological experts can 
participate.  His goal is to unleash a mission 
and discipling movement in which billions 

of ordinary followers from every nation can 
participate.

“Discipling” is Jesus’ process of showing the 
people of God how to participate in the mission 
of God as a daily lifestyle.  In Matthew 4, we 
see Jesus initiating His discipling process with 
people.  He says, “Come, follow me, and I will 
make you fishers of men” (verse 19).  Here are 
four things we learn about Jesus’ discipling 
process: (1) being a disciple of Jesus starts with 
Jesus; (2) discipling is a process of training that 
changes us for the good of others; (3) the way 
Jesus disciples people is through joining Him 
on His mission; and (4) discipling the way Jesus 
does in the gospels results in disciples who 
make even more disciples.

We may have questions like: What about 
catechesis and catechisms?  What about all the 
nuances and details of pure doctrine?  What 
about the next volume of theological textbooks 
we still need to tackle?

Pastor Greg Finke states, “If scholarship is 
the goal of discipleship, then we end up with 
scholars who make more scholars who know 
right answers.  If joining Jesus is the goal of 
discipleship, then we end up with disciples 
who make more disciples who participate in 
the redemption and restoration of all things.  
Scholarship is fine, but redemption and 
restoration of all things is the goal” (p.41).

** With the permission of Greg Finke, content has 
been quoted, summarized, and adapted from Joining 
Jesus Show Me How: How to Disciple Everyday 
Missionaries (Tyler, TX: Tenth Power Publishing, 
2017).
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A New Perspective
By Pastor Mario Alejandre; West Campus Pastor

I loved playing baseball when I was a kid. 
Going to Oakland A’s games as a kid were 
some of my fondest memories. While I’m not 
nearly as invested as I once was, I still check 
the box scores and standings for the Oakland 
A’s regularly. I also enjoy watching a baseball 
game on television. Growing up, our home had 
cable. I remember coming home from school 
and watching the Cubs game on WGN. It was 
great. I would often watch the game, studying 
the movements, gestures and rhythms of the 
players I came to love. 

I remember one little league game in particular. 
I got into the batter’s box, dug in and got into 
my stance I was ready. As the pitcher began his 
wind up, I raised my hand towards the empire 
and yelled, “Time!” I stepped out of the batter's 
box. The empire put both hands up at the air 
in response and the game came to a halt. The 
empire looked right at me and said is everything 
OK? I looked at him and I said everything is 
fine! It's just I see my favorite players do that all 
the time when I watch them on TV. Thinking he 
should be as impressed about this as I was, he 
gave me a disapproving glance and told me to 
get back into the batter’s box. 

Why did I do that? Because there was 
something in me that loved baseball. I wanted 
to be like the people who I watched playing 
baseball. They made the game look beautiful, 
effortless and fun. So much so that I believed I 
could play just like they did. They modeled what 
it meant to be a ball player. I was repeating what 
they modeled. This is an important element to 
what makes for life-changing, spiritually-formed 
discipleship. 

Over the last few months, I have gone over 
this big idea of the church’s need to recover 
our call to hospitality. We've looked at three 
main points: First, that God is a yearning host. 
Second, the world is a desired guest and third, 

the church is the gathering servant connecting 
the guest to the host. How we gather is usually 
a result of how it’s been modeled for us. Who 
are the people that have modeled for you what 
it means to follow Jesus on His redemptive 
mission? You see, we can talk about joining 
Jesus all we want, but unless we have tangible 
examples for how we can follow Jesus, this 
will often just leave us doing more talking 
than mobilizing. It’s been said that vision is 
caught and not taught. The same can be said of 
discipleship. We are reminded time in again in 
Scripture is that faith involves hearing, believing 
and doing. 

One of the more powerful illustrations of this 
comes from Luke 14, the parable of The Great 
Banquet. The RSVPS had been given and it 
was time for the party to commence. When the 
host sent his servant to let the invited guests 
know it was time to celebrate, they all gave 
excuses as to why they couldn’t come. In fact, 
these excuses were so offensive, they were an 
insult to the host. The servant had a front row 
seat to the host’s response: rejection, anger, 
disappointment, yet, with an insistence that the 
party was going to happen. The host processes 
their anger into grace and tells his servant: go 
out and invite the poor, the blind and lame. 
People who otherwise might have not thought 
they’d ever be welcomed to enjoy the host’s 
hospitality! When the servant returns, they see 
that there’s still more room and offers to go get 
more people! The servant is doing what he saw 
the host modeling.  

As we look to find ways to join Jesus on His 
redemptive mission, we will be looking to those 
around us who can show us how to do it. Just 
like that little kid, who loved mirroring the big 
leaguers so he could be like his favorite players, 
so we follow the example of others, so we can 
continue to be more like Jesus. 
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Musing of  a Morrison
By Tasha Morrison; Communications Director

Change happens.  Sometimes we know it’s 
coming and other times it seems to side-swipe 
us, leaving us dazed and confused, staring 
at the sky above from our new, ground-level 
perspective.  But even when change pushes us 
down, you get to see this change in a different 
light and perhaps... just maybe... you don’t hate 
it.

I’m a strong believer in God and His methods of 
teaching - well, that His methods are not always 
my favorite, that is.  Sometimes He likes to put 
me in situations that I’m very uncomfortable 
with.  But there I remain because I know this is 
where He wants me and much-too-long later, I 
realize the amount of blessings I have in my life 
because of it.

Oregon, for example, is my birthplace.  Born, 
raised, and finally the place that left a bitter-
sweet taste in my mouth as I put it my rear-view 
mirror and headed East. That was 11 years 
ago now, but I’ll admit, when I first got here to 
Omaha back in June 2010, I hated it.  I wanted 
to go back home so desperately.  I strangely 
wanted to go back to where my friends ignored 
me and where so many bad memories had 
occurred because it was comfortable, I knew 
what to expect.  Back then I didn’t know what 
God was planning.

Fast forward to today and I can say that leaving 
my hometown, family and friends was the 
greatest decision I ever made.  I’ve since met 
the man of my dreams, landed a job that 
believes in me and strengthens me to become a 
better person and employee, and I live in a cute 
house on a hill with my “zoo” of animals. 

Despite hardships that inevitably happen in 
one’s life - I now have a support team that is 
always there for me.  A support team that  was 
found in this church.  However, all of this joy 
that I feel, all of these blessings I have received 
would not have happened if I had not first 
stepped out of my comfort zone all those years 
ago.

Jeremiah 29:11 says it all, “For I know the plans I 
have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare 
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”

Because I got uncomfortable, because I got 
“displaced” ... I now, sincerely, have a hope 
for a future.  I sometimes think about the what 
if’s... what if I stayed in Oregon?  What if I didn’t 
leave those toxic relationships all those years 
ago; would I even be a sliver of the person I am 
today?  Would I be the proud, confident woman 
I’ve become had I not left?  Honestly, I don’t 
know, but I can say, “probably not”. 

We can’t grow and/or get stronger if we stand 
still and watch the world pass us by.  We have 
a gift from God, He gave it to us to share - 
whatever that gift may be, it was created and 
given to be shared with those God has placed 
in our lives - My friends, my family in Christ, it 
is time to step up, step out and share the love 
of Christ.  And yes, that means we’re going to 
have to change and get a little uncomfortable 
but I promise you this, it is to give you and those 
around you a future and a hope.
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Alleluia! 

 Embrace change!
 “He who began a good work in you will carry it 
on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 
Philippians 1:6

“Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain 
you; He will never let the righteous be shaken.”  
Psalm 55:22

“Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares 
for you.” 1 Peter 5: 7   

Change is something that is super hard for me!  
I highlighted these verses in my Bible when 
fear stepped in during Covid and the days of 
trying to find a new normal!  But some of those 
changes that I feared turned out to be positive 
and will continue this year!  Embracing change 
for me means embracing & trusting God 
completely!  (I constantly need to remind myself 
though!)  He already knows the plan!   God’s 
love & protection never changes!  The children 
that reward us daily with smiles, hugs and love 
never changes!  The teachers that share God’s 
love with the children-that doesn’t change even 
though sometimes the faces change!  We are 
blessed to share God’s love with the children 
who attend Alleluia! Preschool & Kindergarten!  

2021-2022  Alleluia! Registration 
Update:  
Praise God!  We have 24 children registered 
for preschool!  We have 4 more spots and both 
classes will be full!  If you know someone who is 
looking for preschool, please have them email 
Alleluia! Preschool.  (debbie.lubker@lcm.church)

Alleluia! Activities:  
Alleluia! Preschool & Kindergarten will have a 
Don & Millie’s Fundraiser on Tuesday, August 3 
at 16130 Evans Plaza.  This will be held every 1st 
Tuesday of the month at this location.  We would 
love to have you join us if you need a break 
from cooking!  

We will have Open Houses the night before the 
first day of Preschool, which will be Wednesday, 
September 8 for the M-W-F and M-F classes and 
Thursday, September 9 for the T-TH class.  

We have our first field trip planned for the 
Apple Orchard in September!  It is always a 
favorite spot for the teachers and families of 
Alleluia! Preschool & Kindergarten!  

By Debbie Lubker; Alleluia! Preschool & Kindergarten Director
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Children’s Ministry

WEST CAMPUS LCM KIDS
BLOCK PARTY FUN
Join us for a fun filled evening at LCM’s Block Party at East Campus on Saturday, August 7th from 
5-8pm. Come meet up with us for food, fun, and entertainment! 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL
Summer Sunday School continues now through Labor Day weekend. We would love for your kids 
ages 3 through 5th grade to join us at West Campus on Sundays from 10:30 – 11:30am. 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
Every new school year we have a wonderful tradition at LCM, it’s called the Blessing of the 
Backpacks! Each August we stop to take time to give students and educators a special blessing 
for their upcoming school year! All age students and teachers are invited to bring their school 
backpacks or briefcases to worship on August 8th. During all service times students and educators 
will be invited forward for a special 2021-22 school year blessing. Mark your calendar and don’t 
forget your backpacks! A special backpack tag will be presented to students and teachers!

WEST CAMPUS FALL KICK OFF
We are so excited to kick off the fall Sunday School season on Sunday September 12th. It will be 
a fun way to start off a new school year. Note that beginning September 12th, Sunday School will 
change times and move to 9:30am at West Campus. In addition, our service times have changed. 
Traditional service is at 8:30am, Sunday School is at 9:30am, and the Contemporary Service is at 
10:30am. Any questions regarding the new times, please contact Pastor Mario. 

LCM Kids Sunday School is open to children 3 years old through 5th grade. Kids have fun each 
week exploring the Bible through lessons, games, crafts and videos.  Please REGISTER YOUR KIDS 
ONLINE to help us plan for the number of children planning to attend, and to ensure our records 
are up to date. Go to www.lcm.church/lcmkids and click on the registration link. 

LCM NURSERY
Childcare is available at West Campus every Sunday beginning at 8:45am. Parents are welcome to 
drop off children 6-months through 2-years to play at any time during the morning. 

By Kellie Webb; Children & Family Coordinator - West  |  kellie.webb@lcm.church
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Youth Ministry
By Allie Tiller; Youth & Family Coordinator - WEST | allie.tiller@lcm.church &
Chris Andersen; Youth & Family Coordinator - EAST | chris.andersen@lcm.church

In order to allow students the opportunity to both 
help with VBS and attend summer camp, LCM 
middle schoolers attended Riverside Bible 
Camp in Story City, Iowa June 13-18.  The camp 
sits on 123 acres and offers canoing, horseback 
riding, a ropes course, and a huge swimming pool 
complete with watersides and a diving board.  
Eleven students and 2 adult leaders from both sites 
attended for the week.  The weather was perfect 
for the week's activities.  Highlights of the week 
included the large group games, the camp store, 
an end-of-the-week mime, the humongous slip 'n 
slide, the mud pit, and color wars.  The theme this 
year was "Brand New" and was based on Romans 
6:4 "Just as Christ was raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life."  
New friendships were made... old friendships were 
strengthened and, most importantly, these students 
spent a week experiencing spiritual growth!  

LCM  |  Pg. 8



The CIY MOVE conference for our high 
school students was held at Bowling Green 
State University in Ohio June 27-July 2.  
Seventeen students and seven adult leaders 
attended this week long conference themed 
“Forever...For All". We added some extra fun on 
the way out making a few stops along the way:  
"World's Largest Truck Stop" in Iowa, the "Bean" 
in Chicago, and Notre Dame in Indiana.  Each 
morning and evening, we attended a session 
of games, worship, and reading/reflection 
of the Word.  Before lunch, we spent time in 
small groups with electives being offered in 
the afternoon.  Some of the electives offered 
focused on worship, faith and culture, and how 
to engage in the church.  There was also some 
free time when students could rest, play games, 
swim, or just hang out.  On our free afternoon, 
we drove to Lake Erie and walked along the 

beach. After that, we went bowling and had 
some pizza.  It really was a powerful week for 
these students.  Lives were changed and hearts 
were filled with the love of Jesus.  Another 
huge blessing was the many friendships made 
amongst students and leaders from both 
campuses.  

Please continue to pray for all of our students 
who attended our summer trips.  Please 
pray that the truths that were planted in their 
hearts would continue to grow and flourish.  
Also, please pray that the friendships made 
during the trip would be strengthened and be 
glorifying to God.  

Thank you so much to all of you who supported 
our summer trips and made these opportunities 
possible.  They were life-changing trips and we 
can't thank you enough!  
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Music Ministry
By Diane Madsen; Master Ringers Handbell Choir Director  |  diane.madsen@lcm.church

COMING OUT OF HIBERNATION
When my husband, Gary, and I moved back 
to Omaha in the fall of 2014, one of the things 
we were looking for while church shopping 
was a church that had a handbell choir.  I 
had directed one of the handbell choirs at 
our former church in Madison, WI, rang as a 
substitute in the other bell choir, and Gary rang 
in the bell choir I directed. We had never been 
a part of a handbell choir, but having moved 
around the country quite a bit, it turned out that 
ringing handbells was a great way to meet other 
congregation members who loved music, who 
wanted to keep their musical skills honed, and 
who wanted to have fun while doing so.  

When we first visited Lutheran Church of the 
Master we couldn’t believe that there wasn’t 
a handbell choir; however, my sister-in-law 
assured me that LCM had bells, but they 
hadn’t been used for a decade and were in the 
basement storage room.  That’s when I decided 
that they needed to come out of hibernation 
and I asked Pastor Tyler if I could organize a 
handbell choir.  He was all for it and a new 
handbell choir was initiated. It’s new moniker 
became The Master Ringers.

While normal is not quite here, it is time for the 
bells to come out of hibernation once again.  
Starting in September, regular rehearsals 
will resume on Wednesday evenings and we 
will once again be adding special music to 
services at East.  This past year and a half has 
been a great accelerant for change and our 
“hibernation” has provided an opportunity to 
assess Worship and Music Ministry at LCM, 
embrace the change, and find a new way 
forward.  Reuniting The Master Ringers is a 
priority for me.

First and foremost, I want to keep the focus on 
beautiful music that enhances the Word and the 
worship service.  When our bell choir starts up 
again it will seem like we’re building our bell 
choir from the ground up again.  Undoubtedly 
we will not be ringing at the level we did pre-
Covid, but we will take time to work on our 
technique and ensemble ringing.  I’m confident 
that we’ll be back to “normal” again in no time.  

While it’s easy to yearn for what we’ve lost, I 
encourage not just the bell ringers, but the 
congregation as a whole to look to the future 
by keeping the best of the old and making 
the best of new beginnings.  If we have faith, 
and balance the “work hard + trust in God” 
equation, we will come out of hibernation with 
renewed spirits and bring special music back to 
our worship services.

If you are a high school student or adult who 
reads music and would like to be a part of a 
wonderful musical ensemble at LCM, please 
contact Diane Madsen.  You do not have to have 
any experience in ringing handbells, just the 
desire to learn.
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Servant Heart
STEPHEN MINISTRY
It’s time to register for this fall’s Stephen Ministry 
Training Class.  The deadline of August 2nd is 
fast approaching!  Stephen Ministries St. Louis 
has developed a fantastic new webpage and 
video to help you learn more about what it 
means to be a Stephen Minister. It is designed 
to answer questions you may have and to show 
the many benefits of serving as a Stephen 
Minister.

Visit this new webpage at 
www.stephenministries.org/serve.  

One question that many people have asked is:
What Is Stephen Minister Training Like?

 

Stephen Minister training is an engaging, 
interactive experience that fully equips you to 
provide high-quality, Christ-centered care to 
people who are hurting. Your congregation’s 
Stephen Leaders will use presentations, 
discussions, readings, videos, skill practices, and 
spiritual growth activities to equip and empower 
you with practical caregiving and relational 
skills. In addition, the training provides many 
opportunities for building Christian community 
and experiencing personal and spiritual growth.
Stephen Ministers often say that their training 
was life-transforming—helping them to grow 
in faith and learn relationship principles and 

skills that deepened and enhanced all the 
relationships in their life. 

Has God been calling you to become a Stephen 
Minister?  Please prayerfully consider becoming 
a part of this exciting ministry.  You can find an 
application at the information center at each 
church site.  The applications are due before 
August 2nd.  

Contact one of the pastors or a Stephen Ministry 
Leader if you have any questions:

Kathy Rudd: 402 679-2515
Jim Norton: 402 321-0449
Jim Rudd: 559 362-1300
Carolyn Scheer: 402 289-4863
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Let Us Pray

• Garrett Bachorski - USMC
• Maj. Megan (Beaty) John - 

USAF
• Capt. Travis Benne - USAF
• Travis Bland
• Anthony Blum
• Maj. Jim Chester
• Andrew Enholm - Navy
• Daniel Day
• Dustin Funk - Navy
• Ryan Hansen

• Maj. Aaron Jackson
• Samuel Jacobson - USMC
• Douglas McConnell - Army
• Airman Adam Nielsen - USAF
• Joel Knox
• Michael Koba
• Tim Pecoraro - USMC
• Lt. Cmdr. Keland Regan
• Medic Cody Stickman - Army

• Bernice Baldauf
• Marian Bolmeier
• Dorothy Brei
• Veljean Brown
• Bruce Donelson
• Don Eitzmann
• Esther Holmes
• Audrey Jenner
• Helen Madsen

• Roland Mariucci
• Gloria Nitzschke
• Lloyd Nitzschke
• Bernhard Peterson
• Carol Rohrig
• Norma Schlegel
• Irma Senteney
• Alfred Wise

Rayoma Andrews
Jill Deupree
Richard Kroger

Teachers & Students

Prayers for loved ones in the military:

Prayers for Church Members in Skilled 
or Assisted Living

Prayers for the Families Who’ve 
Lost a Loved One August Prayer Focus
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Gatherings for August
Event Location Day Time Facilitator

Prayer Shawl E21 Mondays 12pm Clara Tsai

Gab and Grow W10/11 Starts Sept. 13 12pm Janet Richards

Bible Study
Pacific Springs 

Village
Tuesdays 10am Donna Holmquist

Mary Elizabeth 
Circle

E Fellowship Hall Tuesday, Aug. 10 9:15am Jean Lindell

Stephen Ministry W10/11 Tuesday, Aug. 3 7pm Jim Norton
Stephen Center - - - Steve Probst
Wed. Women’s 
Bible Study

E8/9 Starts Sept. 15 6pm Michelle Kalin

Quilt Tying E Fellowship Hall
1st & 3rd 
Mondays

9:30am Shae Hughes

Men’s Breakfast West Campus Tuesdays 6:30am Doug Hughes
TGOW Narthex Starts Aug. 25 10am Kellie Webb
Pr. Tyler’s Bible 
Study

E Fellowship Hall Wednesdays 6pm Pr. Tyler

Stephen Ministry E Fellowship Hall
Thursday, Aug. 

19
1:30pm Jim Norton

Pr. Tyler’s Bible 
Study

E Fellowship Hall Thursdays 9:30am Pr. Tyler

Pr. Tyler’s Bible 
Study Lunch

E Fellowship Hall Thursdays 11:45am Pr. Tyler

Pr. Tyler’s Bible 
Study (online)

Facebook 
(Community 

Page)
Thursdays 9:30 & 11:45am Pr. Tyler

Foundation of the 
Master

W10/11 September 16 6:30 pm Jeff Acklie

Friday Morning 
Bible Study

E Fellowship Hall Fridays 9:30am Chris Andersen

Christian Book 
Club

W 10/11 Fridays 12pm Pr. Tyler

Panera Bible 
Study

West Campus 1st & 3rd Fridays 8:30am Julee Mertz

Grief Share F.H. Sundays 1pm Carl Johnson
West M.S. & H.S. 
Sunday School

W Couch Room Sundays 10:30am Allie Tiller

East Youth 
Sunday School

E Youth Room Sundays 10:30am Chris Andersen
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Let’s Get Together
TGOW: Thanking God On Wednesdays
Bible Study for Women

We invite women of all ages to join us 
Wednesdays this fall from 9:15am – 11:00am at 
West Campus. TGOW is a great opportunity to 
connect with other women, study the Bible, and 
deepen your relationship with Christ. Whether 
you are just starting a Bible Study for the first 
time or have been doing them for years, we 
encourage you to join us on Wednesdays.

BIBLE STUDY CHOICE #1:  
The Amazing Life of Jesus Christ, Part 1
August 25 – November 10 | 9:15am - 11am 
West Campus | $30

The Amazing Life of Jesus Christ is a 
chronological arrangement of the books 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. This study will 
lead you through in-depth discussions and 
questions that will deepen your understand 
of Jesus’ life and His purpose on earth. This is 
part one of a two-part study of the gospels that 
focuses on Jesus’ preexistence, birth, and early 
ministry. 

BIBLE STUDY CHOICE #2:  
The Seven Churches of Revelation
August 25 – November 10 | 9:15am – 11am
West Campus | $15

When Jesus Christ sent messages to seven 
first-century churches, they were timely and 
accurate. But 2,000 years later, in the twenty-
first century, those messages can help us and 
our churches as well. Christ dictated those 7 
letters personally to the apostle John while he 
was exiled on the island of Patmos. John wrote 
down everything he was shown: his vision of 
Christ on Patmos, the content of the 7 letters, 
and what would happen on earth during the 
Tribulation. In this study, the focus is primarily 
on Christ's commendations and criticisms of the 
7 churches in Asia Minor. This study will unpack 
the meaning of each letter at three different 

interpretive levels: primary, personal, and 
prophetic. 

To register go to www.lcm.church/tgow. You can 
register online or print out a registration form to 
mail or deliver to West Campus. 

HORIZONS 
Horizons will begin again after a year long 
absence.  It will be so good to see our friends 
and hopefully we will meet some new ones.
HORIZONS is a group for retired members to 
gather for a meal, whether it be brunch or lunch, 
and to be entertained (most of the time).  Our 
Thanksgiving and Christmas gatherings are 
extra special!

Our September meeting will be a time to voice 
what you would like Horizons to be.  It is sort 
of like starting all over again, so now is your 
chance to say whether you like it the way it has 
always been or do you have some new ideas.  
And by the way, the lunch THIS time will be free.
Watch the September newsletter for the rest of 
the story.

Be sure and sign up by the weekend of Sunday, 
August 29 or September 5.  

REMEMBER, SAVE THE DATE  
SEPTEMBER 8, 2021

GAB & GROW
We begin again on September 13th at 12pm 
at our West Campus. Many thanks to Janet 
Richards who has volunteered to lead us in the 
study “Jesus and Women: In the First Century & 
Now” by Kristi McLelland. 

There will be a fee for the books and video; the 
cost is to be determined  However, you may 
purchase it on Amazon. 

Questions?  Contact Janet Richards
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Ministry Update
Lutheran World Relief School Kits
It's that time of year when the stores are 
having their Back-to-School Sales, so it's the 
perfect time to pick up a few extra supplies to 
donate to needy children. Did you know that 
many children around the world are unable 
to attend school just because they don't have 
the needed school supplies? In the majority of 
the developing nations, the privilege to attend 
school comes at a price. To be able to attend 
school, children and their parents must not only 
pay school fees, but they must also provide their 
own school supplies and have the appropriate 
school uniform and shoes. If any one of these 
items is missing, school is not even an option 
and the children will spend their days fetching 
water, taking care of their younger siblings, and 
searching for food. 

Would you be willing to send a child to school 
with the tools needed in order to succeed? 
Women from our church have been diligently 
sewing drawstring backpacks all year and now 
we just need the school supplies to fill them. 
For just pennies you can change the life of a 
child and his or her family--for we know that 
education is the key to breaking the cycle of 
poverty! Look below for the items needed to fill 
just 1 Lutheran World Relief School Kit. (FYI: We 
are hoping to fill at least 150.) Any supplies that 
you can donate will be much appreciated and 
will help to change a life!! 

• 70 page Spiral Notebooks (4 notebooks per 
backpack. That’s 600 notebooks needed to 
fill 150 backpacks!!)                                        

• 1 Large Eraser
• 5 Ballpoint Pens                                                                                    
• 1 Ruler 
• 5 Pencils                                                                                                 
• 1 Box of 24 Crayons
• 1 Pencil Sharpener                                                                                 
• 1 Pair of Child's Scissors   

Please place your donations in the marked bin
at the East Campus or bring to the West 
Campus office. Please be sure and mark your 
bags LWR.

Thank you in advance for sharing the love of 
Christ.

If you have questions, please call or text  
Pam Burklund at 402-619-0405

Items for Lutheran World Relief Health  
(Personal Care) Kits
Items, NEW and in good condition,  needed  
number per kit

• 1 - Bath-sized towel (Between 20” x 40” and 
52”x 27”), dark color recommended 

• 2 - Bath-sized bars of soap-In original 
packaging  

• 1 - Adult-sized toothbrush, in original, 
manufacturer’s packaging, no plastic bags  
or plastic wrap

• 1 -  Sturdy comb
• 1 - Metal nail clippers                                                                   

Items for donation need to be collected and 
received at either LCM site by OCTOBER 13, 
2021.   Place items in the BLUE bins located at 
both sites.
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Ministry Update
Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas 
Child

On July 10th, the Distinguished Young Women 
of Nebraska contestants helped to fill 100 
Samaritan’s Purse Christmas in a shoeboxes. 
That makes our total of completed shoeboxes 
about 350 to date. We still have a ways to go. 

Due to the power outage at the East campus 
on July 11th, we had to postpone our packing 
event that was to be held that Sunday morning. 
We are rescheduling it for Aug 8th. We are also 
planning on having at least one or two packing 
events per month through November 2021 at 
LCM so please be sure to check the newsletter 
for upcoming events. Our goal is to pack at least 
1200 boxes this year and we can achieve this 
goal with your help.

How can you get involved?
1.) Donate supplies or if you can’t go shopping 
yourself, donate money for others to purchase 
the supplies. Check out the list below for our 
current most needed supply list and then 
remember to check the newsletter each month 
for an updated list. 

2.) Join one of our packing events. The next 
packing event will be held on Sunday, August 
8, 2021 at 10:30 AM in the East Campus 
Fellowship Hall. We will be packing 200 
shoeboxes for 2-4 year olds. Future dates will be 
published in upcoming newsletters. 

3.) Host your own packing party. I can 
supply you with shoeboxes to fill and a list of 
suggested items to gather in order to fill the 
boxes. Are you planning a small family or social 
group gathering this summer? Why not have a 
shoebox packing party as an activity? 

4.) Pray for the children who will receive the 
shoeboxes and the lifesaving Gospel message 
they will hear.
 

Current Most Needed Shoebox Supplies 
for July 2021: 

• Barbie clothes—these can be gently used. I 
have 45 undressed Barbies and 4 Ken dolls.

• Soap—3 pack bars of soap can be purchased 
at Dollar Tree for $1

• Toothbrushes—ask your dentist for donations 
or purchase 6 packs at Dollar Tree for $1

• Washrags—18 packs can be purchased at 
Walmart for $3.97

• Water toys like rubber ducks or boats 
for children ages 2-4: a 3 pack can be 
purchased from Dollar Tree for $1

• Balls for 2-4 year olds—baseball to softball in 
size and either plastic, cloth or rubber—these 
can be found at Dollar Tree or Walmart. 

• Plastic Whistles, Flutes Or Horns for 2-4 year 
olds—these can be found in the party supply 
section at Dollar Tree or Walmart. 

• Socks--any size for boys or girls-- especially 
girls size small and medium

• Coloring books with large pictures and 
crayons for 2-4 year olds.

• Dollar Tree Toys for children ages 5-14: 
coloring books, decks of cards, wooden 
games or handheld games,  balls, marbles, 
puzzles, cars, Lego sets, etc

• Happy Meal Toys, dolls or stuffed animals—
can be gently used but must be clean

• Underwear--any size for boys or girls--
especially boys size large to adult small and 
girls size medium

Thank you for blessing others.  
 
Questions? Please contact Pam Burklund by text 
at 402-619-0405 or email  
pamburklund@yahoo.com
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News From Oaks Indian Mission,  
Oaks, Oklahoma
By Diane Madsen, Oaks Board of Directors 
Member

On the weekend of June 24th, I attended a 
Board of Directors Meeting on the Oaks Indian 
Mission campus in Oaks, Oklahoma. It was 
the first time we had met in person as a board 
in almost 2 years.  Due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic, we had been holding our meetings 
via Zoom so this made our June meeting even 
more impactful.  I am pleased to report that 
under the devoted guidance of its Executive 
Director, Pr. Don Marshall, Oaks is continuing to 
give loving Christian care to its residents.

The Mission statement of Oaks is: “The Oaks 
Indian Mission, by God’ grace, partnering 
with Christian communities and tribal nations, 
prepares Native children to lead and serve.”  
This is exactly what is taking place at the mission 
thanks to congregations like LCM and to many 
individuals who support the mission through 
donations, memorials, and special gifts.  

Oaks has become an alternative to foster care 
homes.  With the philosophy of preparing kids 
for life, the mission takes in fewer children for 
a longer period of time. The children receive 
on campus instruction in God’s Word on 
Wednesdays and attend Ebenezer Lutheran 
Church right next to the campus every 
Sunday.  In the upcoming school year, high 
school students will be attending Cookson 
Hills Christian School.  The Board is confident 
that the kids who attend will flourish there, 
becoming involved in year round academics 
and a music program, band and choral, which 
had not been available at the public school 
in Oaks. Of course, a quality education like 
this does not happen without funding.  You 
are invited to inquire further by contacting 
Oaks about sponsoring a child’s education at 
Cookson Hills.

On June 25th, my husband Gary and I also 
attended the dedication of a new cottage 
that will be home to as many as eight high 
school girls, in private bedrooms, two sharing 
a bathroom. Attending the dedication, which 
included a traditional blessing, were Principal 
Chief of the Cherokee Nation, Chuck Hoskin, 
Jr., Deputy Chief Brian Warner, and Tribal 
Councilman of the area Mike Shambaugh, 
also an Oaks board of directors member. 
The Cherokee Nation played a huge role in 
getting the cottage funded and Oaks is looking 
forward to growing its relationship with the 
tribal communities and serve their children as 
needed.

There are too many news-worthy items to 
include in this update.  To receive the quarterly 
newsletter, The Oaks Arrow, and learn more 
about supporting the mission please contact 
Ashley Cooper  
(Ashley.cooper@oaksindianmission.org) or call 
the administrative office (918-868-2196).  I am 
also happy to help with any questions you might 
have regarding Oaks.

Please keep Oaks Indian Mission in your 
prayers, that it can continue its crucial and 
vibrant ministry to children long into the future. 
Oaks is grateful for Lutheran Church of the 
Master’s unwavering support of the mission.
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Mission-Haiti Updates

Haiti is the poorest nation in the Western 
Hemisphere which is continually rocked with 
political turbulence as well as natural disasters. 
Mostly recently was the assassination of the 
Haitian President the first week of July. This 
act threw the country of Haiti into a tail spin 
and it has been in a constant state of turmoil 
ever since. The borders have been closed, 
the country has been in lock down, and riots 
have been an everyday occurrence. Brad and 
I are hoping and praying that things settle 
down soon and that we will be able to return 
to Haiti on August 13th to help with the school 
distribution event to help outfit over 2600 
children for school.  We pray that the shipping 
container that was sent to Haiti just prior to 
the assassination arrives in Haiti safely. Please 
pray that the needed supplies make it through 
customs without delay and arrive at the Mission-
Haiti base camp intact.

Mission-Haiti is still hoping to open the new 
school year the first week of September, but 
safety is their first priority. Please pray for the 
safety of the missionaries and all the children 
and families in Haiti. We know that God is in 
control and all things are possible through Him. 
Please pray that the people of Haiti turn to Him 
and they allow God to heal their nation.

Additional Needs specifically for Mission-Haiti:

• New or gently used zippered backpacks
• New or gently used closed toe Shoes -- dress 

or tennis shoes -- size: toddler to an adult 12
• Scientific Calculators (Inexpensive ones are 

fine)
• Any School Supplies, including: markers, 

colored pencils, watercolor paint sets, 
construction paper, craft supplies

Please continue to Pray for the missionaries 
and people of Haiti.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Pam Burklund @ 402-619-0405 
or Breanna Burklund at 
breanna@mission-haiti.org

LCM Quilt Tying group has been busy! In 
addition to the quilts that we make for Lutheran 
World Relief, Pine Ridge and others, our Quilt 
Tying group sent 5 quilts for the NLOM  auction 
this year. The NLOM (Nebraska Lutheran 
Outdoor Ministry) has a quilt auction each 
year. With the help of those who donate fabric, 
those who cut fabric into squares, those who 
sew squares together, and those that tie quilts, 
the LCM Quilt Tying group were able to donate 
quilts for these worthwhile causes.  Quilts are 
gathered and sent in November to Lutheran 
World Relief.  Thanks to all who help in the LCM 
Quilting ministry. Your work is appreciated.       

Shae Hughes     

REMINDER:  West Campus will be updating their worship service times on September 12, 2021.  

NEW WORSHIP TIMES:
8:30am - Worship (Traditional)

9:00am - Faith Formation (Sunday School)
10:30am - Worship (Contemporary)



Information Sharing
Newsletter Submissions
Contact: Tasha Morrison
tasha.morrison@lcm.church
All submissions are due August 10th for the  
September newsletter.

Donations
Contact: Connie Hacker
connie.hacker@lcm.church
When you send in a donation check through 
your bank or investment account, please be 
sure that they include your name on the check 
some where.  Without a name, we are unable to 
include it on your contribution statement.  

Financial Information
Lutheran Church of the Master Financial 
Summary
Actual: June 30, 2021
Total Income:   $816,125
Total Expense:   $844,488
Net Income (Loss):  ($ 28,363)

TD Ameritrade Donations
For individuals that donate stock to LCM 
through TD Ameritrade, there has been a 
change in how information is conveyed to us.  
When the stock is donated, you MUST identify 
who the donor is at that time.  Pastor Tyler is 
unable to go back and track down donors which 
means that we will be unable to give you credit 
for your donation.  To be sure that you receive 
credit for your donation, please call the church 
and contact either Connie Hacker or Pastor Tyler 
to alert us to be on the look out for the gift. 

Altar Flowers
Sign up for providing flowers for the altar.  The 
sign up chart at west campus is left of the office 
and east campus the chart is by the exit doors 
north of the sanctuary.  You will be called for a 
message you want in the bulletin as well as the 
flower colors you would like.  The cost is $30.00 
and should be paid to LCM.

Funeral Committee 
Contact:  Church Office | 402-333-4444
We are updating our list of willing members 
who would like to help serve at our funeral 
luncheons.  Those offering will be on a rotation 
and will be called when a need arises.  If you 
wish to serve others in this way, please call the 
church office and provide your name and phone 
number.

2021 LCM Pictorial Directory
We’ve completed the photo sessions at the 
East Campus and we’re working on the photo 
sessions taking place at the West Campus 
on August 3-7 and August 10-14.  Haven’t 
scheduled yours yet?   Don’t be left out!  We’d 
like to include everyone in our LCM Church 
Family.
 
Call Michelle Kalin, LCM Connections 
Coordinator at (402) 333-4444 to be added to 
the schedule at West Campus.  Also, all photos 
to be submitted are due NOW!  ($15 suggested 
donation for submitted photos.)
 
If you are able to help with photo session 
check-in, please let Michelle Kalin know.  We’d 
appreciate your help!
 
PLEASE NOTE:
West Campus Photo Sessions – Please enter 
through the Sunday School (south side) doors 
as sessions will take place in the Sunday School 
wing.

LCM Alert Notifications
Do you want to receive LCM Alerts by phone, 
text or email?  If you haven’t let us know your 
preference (by completing the Information 
Update form, postcard-size mini form or the 
top portion of the My Faith in Action form), you 
won’t be receiving important alerts from LCM.  
We’ll be sending out a TEST ALERT soon so be 
sure to let us know your preference!
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2617 S 114th St.
Omaha, NE 68144

P. 402-333-4444  |  www.lcm.church

Ministry Staff

West Campus 
1200 N 181st Ct., Elkhorn, NE 68022

East Campus
2617 S 114th St., Omaha, NE 68144

Digital Campus Worship Times (Online)
www.lcm.church/digital

Support Staff

Kip Tyler Cell: 402-651-0858

    Senior Pastor Home: 402-334-7152

John Lewis Cell: 402-598-3986

    Executive Pastor Home: 402-321-8232

Mario Alejandre Cell: 801-597-4869

    Campus Pastor (West)

Jonathan Haseley Cell: 716-807-1370

    Campus Pastor (East)

Chris Andersen Cell: 402-616-3198

    Spiritual Formation & Care Coordinator

Allie Tiller Cell: 402-669-9518

    Youth & Family Coordinator (West)

Tracy Schmidt Cell: 402-213-7585

    Children & Family Coordinator (East)

Kellie Webb Cell: 402-213-1893

    Children & Family Coordinator (West)

Galen Greer Cell: 402-639-7265

   Worship Coordinator

Debbie Lubker debbie.lubker@lcm.church

    Director/Teacher of Alleluia! Preschool &     
Kindergarten

Shari Bevilacqua Church Administrator

Jon Bradley Technical Director

Jamison Denton-Carter Video Production

Connie Hacker Bookkeeper

Nikki Kotchka Receptionist

Michelle Kalin Connections Coordinator

Diane Madsen “The Master Ringers” Director

Jim McKay Maintenance Technician

Rob Meredith Social Media Specialist

Tasha Morrison Communications Director

Ken Price Grounds Maintenance

Vickie Wagner S.S. Superintendent (West)

Sundays:

Traditional Worship 9:00am

Contemporary Worship 10:30am

Saturday Traditional Worship 5:30pm

Sundays:

Traditional Worship 8:00am

Traditional Worship 9:15am

The Huddle Worship & Study 10:30am

Nuer Language Worship Service 1:00pm

Sundays:

Traditional Worship 8:00am

Contemporary Worship 10:30am


