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Inspire Newsletter
This month we are going to focus on focusing our gaze upon Jesus.

Join us as we discover different perspectives on this topic.  We hope that you will grow in your 
understanding and move forward in Christ’s will with us.

Thanks for reading!
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Remember, you can join us online via Facebook 
or at www.lcm.church/digital for our worship 
services and other resources.  If you would like to 
receive a Worship CD, please contact the church 
office.
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Here’s  a Thought...
A Picture of a Vibrant Christian Church in the 

U.S. in 2030 

Conclusion: If Not You, Then Who?

Over the last several months, we have examined 
a snapshot of a vibrant 2030 church.  I am highly 
optimistic regarding the vibrant 2030 church 
in the United States.  The future of the status 
quo? Not optimistic!  God is deploying His 
all His people as missionaries in their homes, 
neighborhoods, workplaces, and schools.
I believe that together we can agree and 
disagree...repent and pray... risk and try... 
stumble and fall... experiment and celebrate... 
on our way to a vibrant 2030 church that has 
emerged... that looks quite different. That’s a 
blessing for generations that follow.

Don’t discount your own role! If not you, 
then who?  You can’t delegate it to someone, 
somewhere that should do something.  God has 
entrusted this to you. His baptized people.

And to varying degrees, you’re caught in two 
different worlds: maintaining and leading what 
exists today and beginning to invest in a 2030 
vibrant church. It’s not easy!  I believe that the 
door to a vibrant 2030 church swings first and 
foremost on the hinge of relational discipleship. 
Jesus said: Go and make disciples (Matthew 28).

Here’s our picture of what the vibrant 2030 
church that has emerged looks like: (1) The 
church is carrying a light backpack; (2) it starts 
with discipleship; (3) the baptized people of 
God on the mission of God; (4) leadership 
teams... fewer paid clergy... men, women, all 
types of giftings; (5) supported and nurtured 
by a life-giving ecosystem, a network; (6) 
theological education highly valued and 
delivered through networks; and (7) embracing, 
identifying, “learning from,” incorporating 
foreign-born leaders and missionaries.

So, let us guess! You don’t agree with 
everything! That’s OK.  Maybe...Today’s church 
is a shadow in 2030? It’s not that urgent? Not 
until 2035?  Can’t imagine full-time paid pastors 
not shepherding the congregational landscape?  
No need to learn from foreign-born leaders and 
missionaries?

So, wrestle with these questions: Where do you 
agree?  Where do you disagree?  What can’t 
you imagine?  What action could you start to 
take by a certain date?  What benchmarks can 
we create to gauge where we are in the process 
of pivoting and moving into a present future?

Here’s what I do know: It’s URGENT!  

It’s SIMPLE! It starts with discipleship that 
happens in relationship, not just a classroom.

It’s EXCITING! A hope-filled season of new 
discovery.

* Certain content has been quoted, summarized, and 
adapted from “The Church of 2030 Looks Very Different 
and that Future Looks Bright,” © 2020 PLI  
(www.plileadership.org) 

Written by:  Pastor Jonathan Haseley; East Campus Pastor
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A New Perspective
Written by:  Pastor Mario Alejandre; West Campus Pastor

Back in January I gave an introduction to 
what would be a three-part reflection about 
our identity in Christ and our urgent need to 
recover our call to hospitality. Our journey 
into this conversation begins with this: God 
is our yearning host. Before the heavens and 
earth were created, God existed as Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. This loving reality is central to 
the character of God. It means that the act of 
creation itself is an invitation to the experience 
the life and love of God. We often don’t think of 
God as a yearning host. Perhaps it is because if 
we see God as one who yearns, it might suggest 
He is “missing” something. However, that could 
not be further from the truth. Instead, it points 
us to the reality that God has created us in 
relationship and for relationship. He longs to 
restore what we had forfeited. 

His yearning as a host is unchanging. The 
imagery in scripture that often captures the 
hospitality of God is given to us as a feast of 
celebration. A table where meals are shared, 
and plenty is experienced. One of the more 
powerful pictures that we are given in Scripture 
is that of God inviting us to a table for feasting. 
God’s desire is the reconciliation of all of 
creation, including His image bearers, back 
to Himself. The hospitality of God is most 
powerfully seen and experienced through the 
life of Christ. Salvation history IS the story of 
God’s yearning for us. 

Why has this vision of God been lost? What has 
replaced it? In the Western church, the emphasis 
of God as judge has dominated our view. Yet 
without the underlying understanding that 
God is fundamentally a host, it can lead to an 
incomplete vision and hinder our engagement 
of the world around us. God as the judge 
has meant that humanity is continually being 
evaluated by a judicial process that either leads 
to vindication or condemnation. As someone 
who has been privileged enough to serve the 

body of Christ in various traditions, I can tell you 
from this view has dominated the construction 
of our spiritual identity for centuries. Drawing 
from our own tradition, I’m reminded of a story: 
When instructed by a monk in his monastery 
to just ‘love God’, Luther lamented, “Love him, I 
cannot love him for he asks me to do that which 
I cannot do.” Luther ultimately found peace for 
this dissonance when he was reminded that 
the, “just shall live by faith.”  Yet, this example 
reminds us of how a solely judicial view of God 
leads to a profound misunderstanding. All of us 
know that looking at a three-dimensional object 
in a one-dimensional photograph does not give 
us the full picture. 

 This judicial view of God has cast a long 
shadow over us. It’s easier to judge than love.  
It shapes our approach to mission and even how 
we understand what occurred at the cross.  
(Was it merely transactional or is something 
deeper going on)? To quote Greg Thompson, 
“Do not misunderstand: God is a judge, but He is 
not fundamentally a judge. He is fundamentally 
a host. God’s judgment is against those things 
that undermine His hospitality”. Much of Jesus’ 
own warnings of judgment were for rejecting 
this important reality concerning of the arrival 
God’s Kingdom.

We are heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. 
The transformation of our lives moves us to 
become who we are destined to be from God’s 
point of view: A reflection of His image, which 
means our missional mindset comes from 
a point of reference that believes God, our 
yearning host, has ushered in the new creation 
through the death, resurrection and ascension 
of Jesus.  Seeing the world as God would have 
us see it invites us to join Him in this redemptive 
mission. May we all experience the reality of 
resurrection and new creation on a daily basis as 
our gracious host invites us to host with Him. 
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Musings of a Morrison
“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”.  This old hymn 
goes way back with me.  Whenever it popped 
up on the screen Sunday morning during 
worship I would focus as hard as I could to the 
words to try and imprint them on my heart.  
I just had a feeling that it was an important 
thing to remember. “All the things of earth will 
grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and 
grace.”  When everything else goes dark, it’s 
natural to focus on the light... isn’t it?

When everything in our lives causes stress, 
when we’re feeling down, depressed, defeated 
and run-over ... isn’t it easy to focus on our light, 
on Jesus.  He’s our savior, after all.  He’s saved us 
from many things and I’m sure He’ll save us from 
many more - so when everything in our lives 
feels down in the dumps and pointless, is not 
focusing on Jesus the easiest thing to do?

I’ll go first - for me, not always.  Sometimes the 
darkness of my life overwhelms me and blinds 
me to His goodness.  All I see are the struggles, 
the drama, and only feel the frustration and 
defeat.  I just want to curl up and vanish into my 
little safe bubble where no one can touch me 
or talk to me ... I want to be left alone to feel my 
sorrow.  

But God doesn’t want us to stay there.  We are 
allowed to feel sorrow.  It’s ok to feel down and 
confused as to “why this is happening”, but 
we need to remember that despite what we’re 
going through, we need to turn our eyes on 
Jesus, and keep them there.

Last month I called you all to be light bulbs but 
remember where I said that source was from?  
Hint: It’s Jesus.  Ok, that was the answer but it’s 
that simple.  The answer is Jesus!  When we 
struggle, we need to teach ourselves how to re-
focus our eyes and hearts on His goodness and 
mercy and less on the chaos that is going on 
around us.

It’s going to take some time, and whole lot of 
practice, but give yourself a little grace and a 
whole lot of love - you’ve got this because of 
this resounding truth...

JESUS HAS YOU!

Written by:  Tasha Morrison; Communications Director
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Children’s Ministry
 

LCM KIDS SUMMER 2021 

VBS
This summer kids will embark on an epic quest 
through hidden ruins, ancient caves, and dense 
jungles. They’ll discover God’s greatest treasure 
isn’t diamonds, gems, or gold–it's them! 

Register now! Participants and Volunteers 
can register at www.lcm.church/lcmkids. 

We invite families and friends from both East 
and West Campuses to join us:

Dates:
June 6-10 | 6:00pm – 8:30pm OR
June 7-11 | 9:00am – 12:00pm

Location:
LCM – West Campus
Transportation is available from East Campus. 
Please select this option on the registration 
form. 

Volunteers Needed: We need your help 
to make VBS great this summer! Volunteer 
opportunities include helping during the 
week of VBS, preparing projects/decorations, 
donations (items and monetary), assisting with 
set up or tear down. We need you to be the 
“hands and feet” so that the kids can come learn 

that they are truly TREASURED by God!   

VBS Work Days:
Mark your calendar to come and help prepare 
for VBS! We need help assembling, painting, 
gluing, organizing, cutting, building and much 
more. We will be meeting every Wednesday 
night in May from 6:30-8:30pm at West Campus. 
We will also meet on the on Saturday May 15 
from 10am-2pm, and Saturday, May 22 from 
9am-1pm. You can come help the whole time 
or even just for 30 minutes. Please consider 
volunteering your time and bring along anyone 
that needs service hours!!

KAMP OUT! 
Register now for this amazing Christian day 
camp! Kids 5- to 12-years will participate in fun 
activities such as a zipline tower, slip ‘n’ slide, 
euro-bungee, climbing wall, archery, putt-putt, 
inflatables, interactive games, water events, and 
more! Kamp Out will take place at West Campus 
on July 19-23 from 8:40am-4:00pm. Registration 
cost is $275. Scholarships and Discounts 
available. Contact Kellie for information. 
Register now at https://kanakuk.com/kampout/ 
and click on “Nebraska” to find LCM’s Kamp Out 
registration. 

 

 

(East) Tracy Schmidt - tracy.schmidt@lcm.church
(West) Kellie Webb - kellie.webb@lcm.church
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Children’s Ministry
WEST CAMPUS

CONGRATS TO OUR 5th 
GRADERS!
We want to say a big congratulations to our 
5th graders and their families as they have just 
completed the Table of the Lord classes and 
participated in their first communion. It is such 
a joy to see these kids take a new step in their 
faith journey!

COME JOIN US ON SUNDAYS
Sunday School:
Kids ages 3 through 5th grade are invited to 
join us every Sunday morning at 10:30am for 
LCM Kids at West Campus. Our Sunday School 
hour is filled with fun, active, age appropriate 
biblically based curriculum and activities. We’d 
love to see you there!

Nursery:
Childcare is available starting at 8:45am. 
Children 6-months old and up to three years are 
able to come to the nursery. 
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Youth Ministry

It's been quite the school year.  I've watched 
our students push through...persevere...through 
these unprecedented times.  I couldn't be more 
proud of their determination and ability to keep 
going despite the chaos in our world that has 
sometimes surrounded them.  As this school 
year comes to a close, it is my hope and prayer 
that our students can enjoy their summer, build 
strong and healthy friendships, and really get a 
break from the pressure they experience during 
the school year.  

April 25 brought the confirmation services of 
both our 2020 and 2021 confirmation classes.  
Our last year's confirmands and their families 
have been so patient as plans changed not 
once, but several times throughout the past 
year.  It has always been our desire to provide 
for them a meaningful ceremony during which 
all family members and friends could attend.  

Some of the highlights of our recent time 
together: Our students spent an evening at The 
Mark bowling and playing arcade games and 
laser tag.  A few weeks later, we gathered at 
Moylan Iceplex for an evening of ice skating.  

SOME IMPORTANT DATES 
COMING UP:

Senior Sunday is May 2!  Please join us in 
congratulating our students as they celebrate 
this wonderful accomplishment.

--

As we look towards summer, there is so much to 
look forward to!  Vacation Bible School 
is the week of June 7 and many of our students 
are thrilled to volunteer at either the morning or 
evening session.  It is not too late for volunteers 
to sign-up!

It is my hope that students can meet and 
develop friendships with both older and 
younger members of our church.  I will be 
scheduling some fun things to do during 
some of the afternoons of VBS so watch for 
details.  Our middle and high school students 
have also been invited and encouraged to 
attend the many VBS work days that 
have been scheduled. (Parents/grandparents/
friends welcome, too, of course!)  We need 
help assembling, painting gluing, organizing, 
cutting, building and much more. We will be 
meeting every Wednesday night in May from 
6:30-8:30 pm at West Campus. We will also 
meet on Saturday, May 15 from 10 am-2 pm 
and Saturday, May 22 from 9 am-1 pm. You can 
come help the whole time or even just for 30 
minutes. Serving our church and community is a 
great way to have fun and spend time hanging 
out with friends. You can also earn service hours 
if needed. Contact Kellie Webb with questions.

--

(East)  Chris Andersen - chris.andersen@lcm.church
(West)  Allie Tiller - allie.tiller@lcm.church
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Youth Ministry
This summer, we will be transitioning our 5th 
grade students into our Refuge middle school 
program.  We will also be transitioning our 8th 
graders into the 180 high school program.  If 
you are NOT connected with us on Facebook, 
please find us at LCM Youth West. I will also 
be sending out an email to current 5th and 
8th graders so that as many students can be 
included in this transition as possible.

--

It is NOT too late to sign up for our summer 
camps!  Middle school students (currently in 
5th-8th grade) will be going to Riverside Camp 
in Story City, Iowa June 13-18.  High School 
students (currently in 8th-12th grades) will be 
going to the CIY MOVE conference in Bowling 
Green University in Ohio June 27-July 2.  I will 
get you the link to sign up...Just call or text me.  

-- 

Later this summer as we head to fall, we will 
be having a Refuge and 180 Back-to-
School Luau.  We will also be planning a 
camping trip...stay tuned! 

--

I, Allie,  am always in need of adults to pour into 
our students.  If you are interested in making 
a difference in the life of our middle and high 
schoolers (either behind the scenes or directly 
with them, weekly or for special events) please 
contact me.  It really is worth it.  Our Refuge and 180 students filled over 

800 eggs and decorated bags for the 
Easter egg hunt on Easter Sunday.  
45 children ran around the church yard 
gathering eggs.  

Mike Johnson, youth director at City Light 
Church, shared his story with our students 
and parents about being a student 
athlete, his struggles with faith and 
growing from his failures and successes.
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Alleluia!
Written by:  Debbie Lubker; Alleluia! Preschool & Kindergarten Director

Alleluia! Preschool:  

Oh my!  Did we blink?  How can it be May already?!  Each year seems to go faster and faster with 
all of our fun activities!  Our Mom’s or ladies are going to join us on Friday, May 7 for a Mom & 
Me craft/playtime date at Preschool.  We are learning songs in preparation for our End of the Year 
Picnic/Graduation scheduled for Wednesday, May 12 at 11:00 AM.  We are finishing our year with 
gardens and how our faith grows and develops in good “soil” filled with Jesus.  We end our year 
learning how God made zoo animals including the lions in the story of Daniel in the lion’s den.  I 
love ending the year remembering the great faith of Daniel.   Daniel refused to stop praying to 
God and was sent into the lion’s den and God took care of him in a miraculous way!  Our God 
takes care of us and is with us every step of our day - what a tremendous story to end our year with 
these kiddos.  Take Jesus with you every step you make!  Be faithful to Him because He will always 
be there every step you take!  Keep our eyes focused on Jesus!

Alleluia! Kindergarten:

I cannot believe the school year is almost over! In May, we will be busy celebrating our mothers 
and saying goodbye to our friends.  It has been an amazing year in Kindergarten!  

Alleluia! Preschool & Kindergarten 2021-2022 Registrations:  

Please remember to register your child and tell your neighbors & friends about  Alleluia! Preschool 
& Kindergarten.  Registration forms are available online and in the Church office.  It is always 
exciting to share our passion and what activities we do with the children that make Alleluia! 
Preschool & Kindergarten a special place!  
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Board Report
Written by:  Bruce Goolsby; LCM Church Board member

It is exciting to see more people worship in-person and to be able to greet 
one another again!  LCM is extremely blessed to have so many faithful 
supporters, everyone is so generous with their time, talents and monetary 
support.  There were many volunteer events to help people who needed 
help during the recent difficult times with COVID.  It is a great testimony to 
LCM that we are able to reach out and help when people are in need.  

We all want to pass on our faith in Jesus Christ, His message of grace and 
love, making disciples, and passing on our belief in God’s love for us with 
Jesus’ sacrifice for our sins.  We would like to provide an environment that 
is comfortable and conducive to great Christian learning and discipleship.  
We also need to provide opportunities for our young families and youth 
looking for a church home to raise their families hearing God’s good news.

The Church Staff and Board made some hard decisions last year due to 
COVID and restricted our expenditures by cutting back on many activities.  
This year we are looking at getting back to a more normal plan and 
resuming all activities.  Our church is in a good position financially, but we 
still need your continued support.  Last year we didn’t allow our youth to 
participate in many activities, retreats nor mission trips and also limited 
their fundraising activities.

As we continue to enhance our digital campus there are also several 
projects in progress at our East campus (sanctuary lighting and window 
shades along with several others) and there are several projects in the 
planning stages at the West campus (youth space and worship times and 
spaces).  There are more projects planned for the near future as we look to 
provide a warm welcoming place to worship our risen Savior.  

Please be prayerful in your support.
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Music Ministry
Written by: Diane Madsen; Master Ringers Director - diane.madsen@lcm.church

Moving Forward and Making All 
Things New

It’s hard for me to believe that the last time the 
Master Ringers rang together as a handbell 
choir was February 1, 2020!  On that Saturday 
the choir participated in the mass ringing 
event “Omaha Rings” at St. Thomas Lutheran 
Church.  The director of this event was the 
accomplished composer, conductor, and 
clinician Brian Childers.  He also writes a column 
titled “Ringing Deeply” in Overtones, the official 
journal of the Handbell Musicians of America.  

In his latest column Brian includes a scripture 
from 2 Timothy 4: 7-8: “I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith.  Now there is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will award to me on that day ——and not 
only to me, but also to all who have longed for 
his appearing.” (NIV)

The advantage that Christians have over others 
who are racing for some type of crown or medal 
is that we run to receive a crown that will last 
forever.  It doesn’t matter if we are first, last, or 
in the middle; what’s important is that we have 
persevered in the faith through all adversity.  
LCM has done a superb job in helping all of 
its members focus on fighting the good fight 
and persevere in the faith during the Covid-19 
pandemic.

As our church turns its attention to moving 
forward in 2021, consider handbell ministry as 
a wonderful way to persevere in your faith and 
continue God’s good work.  It may be just the 
place God wants to use you.  Revelation 21:5 
reminds us that our God is making all things 
new.  That doesn’t mean that what we have 
been doing is irrelevant or wrong.  It does mean 

that we should keep one eye to heaven and be 
on the lookout for ways God is at work in the 
world today. When we begin to recognize the 
opportunities that God has placed in our paths 
to minister to others through handbell ministry 
we are well on the way to ringing deeply.

The Master Ringers is looking forward to getting 
back to its regular rehearsals in September and 
sharing the gift of God’s love through handbell 
music during worship services again.  We invite 
any high school/college age student or adult 
who can read music to join our community of 
ringers at LCM.  Please indicate your desire to 
ring on LCM’s Time and Talent Survey or contact 
Diane Madsen, director of The Master Ringers.  
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Servant Hearts
STePheN MINISTerS are trained members of 
the congregation that help the pastors in caring 
for those going through a difficult time in their 
lives.

BUT DID YOU KNOW??

Stephen Ministers care for each other, too.  
One way is the monthly Support Meeting. At 
the meetings we pray for each other and those 
we care for, but we also receive lessons to 
encourage, educate and inspire.   

Our April meeting focused on HOPE.  Here are 
some of the highlights of that lesson.

Hope is commonly thought of as a “wish”, 
but the Biblical definition is “the confident 
expectation of all God has promised”.

Bible verses:  
• Isaiah 40:31 Those who hope in the Lord will 

renew their strength.  They will soar on wings 
like eagle, they will run and not grow weary, 
they will walk and not be faint. 

• Psalm 33:20 We wait in hope for the Lord; He 
is our help and our shield. 

• Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have 
for you declares the Lord.  Plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you.  Plans to give you 
hope and a future.

The promised coming of Christ has been the 
great hope of believers down through the 
centuries.  But until our Lord returns, our world 
remains in the grip of violence and despair in a 
world that seems disorderly and dangerous. 

Someday, however, the King will return.  Some 
day the heavens will shout (as the Hallelujah 
Chorus and Rev. 11:15) “The kingdoms of this 
world have become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and 
ever”

How can I not be hopeful when I am linked to 
the almighty King of the universe?  He is my 

heavenly Father.  He controls my life and desires 
a highly favorable outcome for me.  As the song 
goes,”My hope is built on nothing less than 
Jesus blood and righteousness”

“reasons for My hope” by Charles Stanley

• I have hope because I know God loves me 
and is always with me. 

• I have hope because God has a master plan 
for good for all and I am a part of it.  

• I have hope because God is at work in me, 
and the work is a good work with “eternal” 
benefits. 

• I have hope because God still has more that 
He desires to say to me. 

• I have hope because I have people who 
need me to love them and give hope/
encouragement to them. 

• I have hope because God is the One who 
is in charge of fulfilling the potential He has 
given me. 

• I have hope because all of God’s promises 
are intended for me, and He still has 
blessings to give to me. 

• I have hope because God gives me His love 
and grace at the dawning of each new day.  I 
am His and He is mine.  He is my Hope!

We have hope in the Lord and share this hope 
with our care receivers.
Hope in the Lord will give our care receivers 
peace and comfort as it does us.

Romans 15:13  "May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace as you trust in him” 

There will be a new Stephen Ministry Training 
Class offered this fall. If you are interested in 
becoming a Stephen Minister or if you would 
like to speak to a Stephen Minister, please 
contact one of the leaders: 

Carolyn Scheer 402 289-4863     
Kathy Rudd 402 679-2515 
Jim Norton 402 321-0449            
Jim Rudd 559 362-1300 LCM  |  Pg. 13



Ministry Update
Written by: Tracy Schmidt; ONE14 Center Food Pantry  -  tracy.schmidt@lcm.church

We are so blessed to have such generous 
donors with food or supplies, money, and time 
and talents. The pantry has been very busy 
supporting those in need. Shoppers come from 
the Sudanese church as well as the “English” 
church and the community. We are getting 
a rhythm of organizing the work now with 
wonderful volunteers. I could still use some help 
pushing the pantry carts from the pantry to the 
Narthex on Sunday mornings. Please let me 
know if you are able to help occasionally with 
this task.

We are looking for larger type containers to 
put powdered laundry detergent. Examples 
are coffee containers, nuts, ice cream or the 
like. We buy 35 pound containers of powdered 
laundry soap and divide it into other smaller 

containers. We are running very low on things 
to put the soap into when dividing. If you 
have any containers, please leave outside the 
pantry doors at East campus or on the donation 
table at West campus. We go through a lot of 
detergent and last shopping trip I purchased 
one hundred forty pounds of detergent!

The list below is what we are normally stocking 
and looking for in our pantry. Other food items 
not listed can be received. The exceptions 
would be soup, canned vegetables and green 
bean and corn especially. At this time we have 
been blessed with an abundance of these items 
and will not need them for a while. 

If you have a specific question, please contact 
Tracy Schmidt, Pantry Director.

ONE14 Center Food Pantry
Current Accepted Items

Food Donations:
• Cooking oils
• Seasonings (ex., salt, pepper, etc.)
• Canned chicken
• Canned beef
• Mixed nuts/peanuts
• Canned fruit/fruit cups
• Bags of onions (a favorite)
• Fresh fruit
• Fresh vegetables
• Eggs
• Cheese
• Milk
• Butter or margarine
• Ground beef
• Chicken: breast/ thighs/ whole

Frozen Foods:
• French fries
• Meatballs
• Burritos
• Chicken nuggets

Sundry Donations:
• Toilet paper
• Diapers (various sizes)
• Baby wipes
• Cleaning products
• Laundry detergent
• Dish-washing soap
• Dishwasher soap
• Toothpaste
• Toothbrushes
• Deodorant
• Mouthwash
• Lotion
• Cotton swabs
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Ministry Update
Samaritan’s Purse Operation 
Christmas Child 

In March 2021 we started filling shoeboxes 
for Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas 
Child with the high school senior class of 
Shelby, Nebraska. We are planning on having 
at least one packing event per month through 
November 2021 at LCM. Our goal is to pack at 
least 1200 boxes this year and we can achieve 
this goal with your help. 

how can you get involved?
1. Donate supplies or if you can’t go shopping 

yourself, donate money for others to 
purchase the supplies. Check out the list 
provided for our current most needed 
supply list and then remember to check the 
newsletter each month for an updated list. 

2. Join one of our packing events. The next 
packing event will be held on Friday,  
May 14, 2021 at 9:30 AM in the East 
Campus Fellowship Hall. Future dates will be 
published in upcoming newsletters.  

3. Host your own packing party. I can supply 
you with shoeboxes to fill and a list of 
suggested items to gather for filling the 
boxes. Are you planning a small family or 
social group gathering this summer? Why 
not have a shoebox packing party as an 
activity?  

4. Pray for the children who will receive the 
shoeboxes and the lifesaving Gospel 
message they will hear. 

 
 

Current Most Needed Shoebox Supplies for 
May 2021 
• Barbie clothes — these can be gently used.  

I have 50 undressed Barbies. 

• Soap — 3 pack bars of soap can be 
purchased at Dollar Tree for $1  

• Toothbrushes — ask your dentist for 
donations or purchase 6 packs at Dollar Tree 
for $1 

• Washrags — 18 packs can be purchased at 
Walmart for $3.97  

• Dollar Tree Toys for children ages 5-14: 
coloring books, decks of cards, wooden 
games or handheld games,  balls, marbles, 
puzzles, cars, etc  

• Happy Meal Toys, dolls or stuffed animals —
can be gently used  

• Water toys like rubber ducks or boats 
for children ages 2-4: a 3 pack can be 
purchased from Dollar Tree for $1

Thank you for blessing others. 

Questions? Pam Burklund 
Call or Text:  402-619-0405
email:  pamburklund@yahoo.com
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Gatherings for May
Event Location Day Time Facilitator

Prayer Shawl E21 Mondays 12pm Clara Tsai

Bible Study Pacific Springs 
Village

Tuesdays 10am Donna Holmquist

Stephen Ministry W10/11 Tuesday, May 4 7pm Jim Norton
Stephen Center - - - Steve Probst
Wed. Women’s 
Bible Study E8/9 Wednesdays 6pm Michelle Kalin

Quilt Tying E Fellowship Hall
1st & 3rd 
Mondays

9:30am Shae Hughes

Men’s Breakfast West Campus Tuesdays 6:30am Doug Hughes
TGOW - Starts  in August - Kellie Webb
Pr. Tyler’s Bible 
Study E Fellowship Hall Wednesdays 9:15am Pr. Tyler

East Youth Wed. 
Nights E Youth Room Wednesdays 5:30pm

Chris Andersen

Stephen Ministry E Fellowship Hall Thursday, May 20 1:30pm Jim Norton

Pr. Tyler’s Bible 
Study E Fellowship Hall Thursdays 9:30am Pr. Tyler

Pr. Tyler’s Bible 
Study Lunch E Fellowship Hall Thursdays 11:45am Pr. Tyler

Pr. Tyler’s Bible 
Study (online)

Facebook 
(Community 

Page)
Thursdays 9:30 & 11:45am Pr. Tyler

Foundation of 
the Master W10/11 Thursday, June 17 6:30 pm Jeff Acklie

Friday Morning 
Bible Study E Fellowship Hall Fridays 9:30am Chris Andersen

Panera Bible 
Study West Campus 1st & 3rd Fridays 8:30am Julee Mertz

West M.S. & H.S. 
Sunday School W Couch Room Sundays 10:30am Allie Tiller

West M.S. & H.S. 
Sunday Nights W Couch Room Sundays 5:30pm Allie Tiller

East Youth 
Sunday School E Youth Room Sundays 10:30am Chris Andersen

**Groups currently not meeting will be added to this listing once meetings resume.
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Let Us Pray

• Garrett Bachorski - USMC
• Maj. Megan (Beaty) John - 

USAF
• Capt. Travis Benne - USAF
• Vincent Bevilacqua - Navy
• Travis Bland
• Anthony Blum
• Maj. Jim Chester
• Andrew Enholm - Navy
• Daniel Day
• Dustin Funk - Navy

• Ryan Hansen
• Maj. Aaron Jackson
• Samuel Jacobson - USMC
• Douglas McConnell - Army
• Airman Adam Nielsen - USAF
• Joel Knox
• Michael Koba
• Tim Pecoraro - USMC
• Lt. Cmdr. Keland Regan
• Medic Cody Stickman - Army

• Bernice Baldauf
• Marian Bolmeier
• Dorothy Brei
• Veljean Brown
• Bruce Donelson
• Don Eitzmann
• Esther Holmes
• Gerri Hultquist
• Audrey Jenner
• Milt Jenner

• Helen Madsen
• Roland Mariucci
• Gloria Nitzschke
• Lloyd Nitzschke
• Bernhard Peterson
• Carol Rohrig
• Norma Schlegel
• Irma Senteney
• Alfred Wise

Alice Danischek
George Lauritsen

Norma Nelson
Anthony Yates

Young adults and graduates

Prayers for loved ones in the military:

Prayers for Church Members in Skilled 
or Assisted Living

Prayers for the Families 
Who’ve Lost a Loved One

May Prayer Focus
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NEW TO THE LCM DIGITAL 
CAMPUS . . . 

“CONVERSATIONS ON 
CHRISTIANITY” 

As we pivot and adapt to the new realities of our mission 
field, it is important that we continually have conversations 
and discussions about both faith and practice.  Amidst 
change, we go back to the foundational, essential elements 
of our Christian faith.  Amidst change, we learn and grow as 
practitioners in order to effectively join Christ on His mission 
in the world.   

As part of our pivoting and growing, LCM has created a 
Digital Campus that seeks to reach people where they are 
already at, resource local missionaries for their adventures 
with Jesus, and provide solid content for growth and learning.

One component of this Digital Campus is a monthly rhythm 
entitled, “Conversations on Christianity.”  This event is hosted 
on Zoom and gives space for dialogue and discussion about 
a variety of topics, themes, and ideas as they intersect with 
our Christian faith.

We initiated this rhythm last month with a conversation on 
the essentials of our faith with Dr. Ken Sundet Jones of Grand 
View University of Des Moines, IA.  Thank you to everyone 
who attended and participated!  It was a fun night of learning 
and dialogue, especially as we engaged the content of Dr. Jones’ recently released book,  
A Lutheran Toolkit.

This month, we will be hosting a conversation on the habits of healthy churches with the Rev. Dr. 
Marcus Carlson, the Executive Director of Preparing for Amazement Ministries.  Dr. Carlson is a 
LCMC pastor, speaker, consultant, and professor, with over 25 years of ministry experience in a 
variety of settings.

In the future, we look forward to hosting a variety of speakers and individuals.  Right now, we are 
in the planning stages for facilitating discussions on mental health, conflict resolution, biblical 
studies, and missional discipleship.

Join us each month for these engaging and much needed conversations about our Christian faith 
and life.    

LCM  |  Pg. 18



As COVID infection rates decline and vaccination rates increase, we can envision the 
pandemic eventually coming to an end. Given that growing hope, it’s a good time to look 
at what the post-pandemic church might resemble and how health is a vital component of 
this vision.

Outside of the Gospel and the work of God, many experts have argued that organizational 
health is the most significant factor in the effectiveness and longevity of congregations. As 
we pivot into the new realities of our mission field, how can we be as healthy as possible 
for the greatest Kingdom impact?  

You are invited to our second installment of “Conversations on Christianity” on Sunday, 
May 23rd at 7:00pm. We will have an opportunity to examine the habits of healthy 
churches and the implications for the Great Commission.

Joining us will be the Rev. Dr. Marcus Carlson, the Executive Director of Preparing for 
Amazement Ministries – an organization that seeks to build and revitalize the global 
Christian Church through empowering and equipping churches and leaders for lasting 
and transformational health. Dr. Carlson is a LCMC pastor, speaker, consultant, and 
professor, with over 25 years of ministry experience in a variety of settings.

As part of our digital campus, this event will be facilitated via Zoom.  Please contact LCM 
Technical Director Jon Bradley (jon.bradley@lcm.church) for the meeting ID and password. 
If you have any other questions regarding this event, you can reach out to LCM Campus 
Pastor Jonathan Haseley (jonathan.haseley@lcm.church).

We are looking forward to an engaging night of conversation with Dr. Carlson as we 
examine the habits of healthy churches and the implications for joining Jesus on His 
mission. See you on May 23rd on Zoom!

HABITS OF HEALTHY 
CHURCHES

Rev. Dr. Marcus Carlson 
Zoom Event

(www.lcm.church/digital)

Sunday, May 23  |  7pm

Conversations on Christianity
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We are partnering with Gatlat Toang of the Omaha Police Department who 
is returning to Ethiopia with a small team. Tracy also partners with Gatlat in 
Omaha on projects.

Gatlat will be helping in an orphanage with “Pads for Pupils”. Girls do not 
have the necessary supplies to attend school while having their cycle and 
miss one week per month. 

Pads for Pupils - Keep a South Sudanese orphan in school 100% of the time.

Donations needed:
• $35 for reusable menstrual pads for 1 orphan
• Buttons & thread
• Sewing scissors
• Sewing needles
• Underwear (women’s small & conservative) 

 
 

All items are due by May 15th and can be dropped off or shipped to either 
campus. 

east Campus:  2617 S 114th St., Omaha, NE 68144
West Campus:  1200 N 181st Ct., Elkhorn, NE 68022

Please pray for the orphans, the team and Tracy as she decides if she will 
go with the team again in November.  

Questions: 
Call Tracy at  402-213-7585.

Ways to Help

Funds provide a pack of reusable menstrual pads to orphan girls affected 
by the war.  The goal is to provide resources to empower girls to keep 
themselves, and later the younger girls, in school.  Girls are missing 1 week 
a month because they do not have pads.  So yes, $35 can change a life for 
the better.

PADS For PUPIlS
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Thank You
Thank you to all my friends for the cards and letters with well wishes.  

Mary Campbell

 

Show Mercy... Thank You!

We want to say a BIG THANK YOU to everyone that has donated supplies 
for Uganda over the past couple years. In April 2021, we were finally able to 
take a car and small trailer fully loaded with hundreds of pounds of supplies 
to Mississippi bound for Uganda. Supplies included medical scrubs, baby 
clothes and accessories, dresses for the girls, shorts and t-shirts for the 
boys, easy to read books, educational games, flash cards, puzzles, school 
supplies, craft supplies and more. Hundreds of beautiful dresses and shorts 
were lovingly handmade by members and friends of LCM. The children will 
be so excited to receive these much needed new clothes!! 

The books are coming at the perfect  time as the Dream Center will soon 
be completed. The building of the Dream Center started last fall and 
then completion unfortunately became delayed with COVID. It will be the 
first community center ever in the region. They are planning on having a 
computer lab, sewing room, recreation center, vocational and leadership 
training rooms, and a library. Just imagine the looks on the children’s faces 
when they walk into a room filled with books that they get to not only read 
but check out and take home. (This is a community where most schools 
don’t even have books to use in their classrooms let alone a library.)

Now that COVID restrictions are finally being lifted for travel to Uganda, 
teams from Mississippi will finally be able to go there starting in May. (This 
will be the first time in over a year.) The teams will be bringing all these 
donations with them. Please pray for safe travels for the teams and pray that 
all the much needed supplies will arrive intact. 

We will continue to collect books through the coming months—everything 
from toddler books to elementary chapter books and Bibles. These can be 
gently used or brand new. Please place in the donation bin at East or in the 
office at West campus and mark “Show Mercy” or “Uganda” on your box or 
bag. 

Thank you for your continued prayers for this organization. 
Questions?  Please contact Pam Burklund by text at 402-619-0405 
or email pamburklund@yahoo.com
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Information Update
Weekly Announcements
Contact: Tasha Morrison 
tasha.morrison@lcm.church
Submissions for announcements via videos or 
slides need to be submitted at least 2 weeks 
prior to your event date.

Newsletter Submissions
Contact: Tasha Morrison
tasha.morrison@lcm.church
All submissions are due May 10th for the June 
newsletter.

Donations
Contact: Connie hacker
connie.hacker@lcm.church
When you send in a donation check through 
your bank or investment account, please be 
sure that they include your name on the check 
some where.  Without a name, we are unable 
to include it on your contribution statement.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Connie 
Hacker.

Financial Information
Lutheran Church of the Master Financial 
Summary
Actual: March 31, 2021
Total Income:   $406,729
Total Expense:   $370,682
Net Income (Loss):   $  36,047

TD Ameritrade Donations
For individuals that donate stock to LCM 
through TD Ameritrade, there has been a 
change in how information is conveyed to us.  
When the stock is donated, you MUST identify 
who the donor is at that time.  Pastor Tyler is 
unable to go back and track down donors which 
means that we will be unable to give you credit 
for your donation.  To be sure that you receive 
credit for your donation, please call the church 
and contact either Connie Hacker or Pastor Tyler 
to alert us to be on the look out for the gift.

2021 LCM Pictorial Directory
It’s time to begin scheduling for our church 
directory!  You can access the online scheduling 
site and pick a time and date for your 
household’s photo session.  

Photo sessions will be:

east Campus  |  July 20-24 & July 27-31

West Campus  |  August 3-7 & August 10-14

*You can have your pictures taken 
at either location.

Everyone who is photographed by Universal 
will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait and a 
directory!

Simply go to www.ucdir.com, click on “schedule 
your photography session” (right side), 
enter ne106 in the Church Code field and 
enter “photos” in the Church Password field.  
Follow the prompts to schedule your family’s 
appointment time. 

If you have six (6) or more in your family, 
please use two consecutive time slots.  The 
online scheduling option is available Monday 
through Friday.  Appointments fill up quickly, 
so schedule as soon as possible to secure your 
preferred date and time.  You may also call 
Michelle Kalin for assistance with scheduling or 
if you have any questions.

If you would like to volunteer to be a Photo 
Session Host, please contact Michelle Kalin,
LCM Connections Coordinator at 
(402) 333-4444 or michelle.kalin@lcm.church.
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Information Update
LCM Alert Notifications
 Lutheran Church of the Master plans to 
implement our own Alert System this summer 
to pass along notifications such as cancellations 
and other important announcements in a timely 
manner.
 
In preparation for this, we need eVerYoNe to:
• Confirm your correct contact information for 

the church 

• Choose your preference(s) for notification 
(voicemail, text, email) 

• (Each person who wishes to receive alerts 
should complete these two steps.  If 
you have adult children still listed under 
your household profile, they should also 
complete the short update.)

 
***Please note that phone numbers and email 
addresses that are “unlisted” are not eligible to 
receive notifications.
 
Ways to complete your Update and Preference 
Choice(s):
• Online at www.lcm.church/my-faith-in-action 

• Print off the form on the website, complete 
and return to the Church Office 

• Pick up a form or postcard at either campus 
and return to the Church Office 

• Call Michelle Kalin, LCM Connections 
Coordinator at (402) 333-4444

Family Camp
Contact:  Pr. April Dietz
pastordietz@gmail.com
What kind of vacations have your family gone 
back to every year? Ours is FAMILY CAMP at 
Okoboji!

This summer, we are returning for our 9th 
summer in a row to Ingham Okoboji Lutheran 
Bible Camp on Okoboji Lake at Milford, IA. All 
the fun things of camp on a lake: Swimming, 

boating/tubing, fishing, games, art and tie-
dye! PlUS: paintball, archery, and high ropes 
courses for the big kids and parents. PlUS: 
Campfire and s’mores! PlUS: Your own family 
space in a cabin or individual lodge-like room. 
PlUS: meal plans are already made, so you have 
time make a trip to Arnold’s Amusement Park, 
or see a movie, or go golfing or mini-golfing 
with your family on your own. All this PlUS: A 
time to reconnect as a family, and spiritually 
reconnect with Jesus through worship, prayer, 
bible studies for kids and adults, and Holy 
Communion!

You can choose a week that works for you, or 
join our family August 1-6, 2021. Read all about 
it and sign up at:  
https://www.okoboji.org/familycamp

*Ask me about scholarship opportunities! 

Altar Flowers
Sign up for providing flowers for the altar.  The 
sign up chart at west campus is left of the office 
and east campus the chart is by the exit doors 
north of the sanctuary.  You will be called for a 
message you want in the bulletin as well as the 
flower colors you would like.  The cost is $30.00 
and should be paid to LCM.
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2617 S 114th St.
Omaha, NE 68144

P. 402-333-4444  |  www.lcm.church

Ministry Staff

West Campus 
1200 N 181st Ct., Elkhorn, NE 68022

East Campus
2617 S 114th St., Omaha, NE 68144

Digital Campus Worship Times (Online)
www.lcm.church/digital

Support Staff

Kip Tyler Cell: 402-651-0858

    Senior Pastor Home: 402-334-7152

John Lewis Cell: 402-598-3986

    Executive Pastor Home: 402-321-8232

Mario Alejandre Cell: 801-597-4869

    Campus Pastor (West)

Jonathan Haseley Cell: 716-807-1370

    Campus Pastor (East)

Chris Andersen Cell: 402-616-3198

    Youth & Family Coordinator (East)

Allie Tiller Cell: 402-669-9518

    Youth & Family Coordinator (West)

Tracy Schmidt Cell: 402-213-7585

    Children & Family Coordinator (East)

Kellie Webb Cell: 402-213-1893

    Children & Family Coordinator (West)

Galen Greer Cell: 402-639-7265

   Worship Coordinator

Debbie Lubker debbie.lubker@lcm.church

    Director/Teacher of Alleluia! Preschool &     
Kindergarten

Shari Bevilacqua Church Administrator

Jon Bradley Technical Director

Jamison Denton-Carter Video Production

Connie Hacker Bookkeeper

Nikki Kotchka Receptionist

Michelle Kalin Connections Coordinator

Diane Madsen “The Master Ringers” Director

Jim McKay Maintenance Technician

Rob Meredith Social Media Specialist

Tasha Morrison Communications Director

Ken Price Grounds Maintenance

Vickie Wagner S.S. Superintendent (West)

Sundays:

Traditional Worship 9:00am

Contemporary Worship 10:30am

Saturday Traditional Worship 5:30pm

Sundays:

Traditional Worship 8:00am

Traditional Worship 9:15am

The Huddle Worship & Study 10:30am

Nuer Language Worship Service 1:00pm

Sundays:

Traditional Worship 8:00am

Contemporary Worship 10:30am


