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Inspire Newsletter
This month we are going to focus on doing all we do in love.

Join us as we discover different perspectives on this topic.  We hope that you 
will grow in your understanding and move forward in Christ’s will with us.

Thanks for reading!
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Remember, you can join us online via Facebook or 
our website (www.lcm.church/digital) for our worship 
services and other resources. If you would like to 
receive a Worship CD, please contact the church 
office.

Questions: Church Office  (402) 333-4444
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Pastor’s Note
In 1 Corinthians 16:14, Paul writes, “And do 
everything with love.”

What is “everything” Paul is addressing?

He tells us just before this verse by listing four 
objectives. Be on guard. Stand firm in the faith. 
Be courageous. Be strong.

These are all powerful directives. Not to sound 
sexist, but Paul could have used the phrase 
in our culture “to man up,” which has the 
connotation of being brave enough or tough 
enough to deal with our current difficult or 
unpleasant situation. It can be used to challenge 
everyone.

So, how do we do these with love?

1.  Be on guard.
We are to keep watch and be on guard! It 
means to be awake. The word in Greek is a 
present active imperative, which is a command 
we are to do in the here and now! It is not about 
the past things we can lean on or deferring 
action into the future. Instead, we are to be 
awake, keep guard and watch today, right now.

So, what are we watching for, and for what are 
we to be on guard? One of the problems in the 
church at Corinth was division and brokenness 
in the community. Some scholars believe Paul 
was challenging the church against a factious 
spirit.

The Holy Spirit does the opposite. The Holy 
Spirit builds up, gathers up, creates fellowship 
and community.

So how do we guard against unholy division 
through love? A factious spirit will use just 
about anything to create division: grudges, 
gossip, politics, opinions, skin color, self-pride, 
arrogance, even religion. And the list goes on 
and on. So how does love help? Love causes 

us to move beyond ourselves and focus on the 
gracious love of Christ and the need to love and 
care for our neighbors.

It is hard to think or say divisive things when we 
have a forgiving attitude of Christ or a gracious 
temperament toward our neighbor. Before 
you hit post on Facebook or Twitter, wake up 
and ask yourself, “Is this a loving act toward my 
neighbor?” Before you continue juicy gossip 
about your neighbor, guard yourself by asking, 
“Would I want people to gossip about me, even 
if it is true or not?” Before you pass judgment 
on the character of another person because of 
the color of their skin, watch out lest someone’s 
prejudice toward you judge you!

2.  Stand firm in the faith.
Guess what, we have another present active 
imperative. In Greek, we have a military term 
of standing your ground, not retreating, 
holding the line. I have seen Christians do this 
with their faith, not backing down nor taking 
any prisoners. They take the military imagery 
seriously and are proud of “following orders.” In 
the process, they destroy the “enemy.”

The problem is twofold. They misunderstood 
who the enemy is. And secondly, they forgot 
about love. 

Do you remember who Martin Luther identifies 
as the enemy in “A Mighty Fortress is Our God?” 
(More military imagery). The enemy is not an 
unbeliever, or someone who thinks or looks 
different than you, or even the person who 
doesn’t like you. The faith we have been given, 
which we are to stand firm in, is the redemption, 
forgiveness, hope, salvation, and LOVE of Jesus 
Christ. He was not sent to condemn the world 
but rather to save it! Should we, as the church, 
not stand firm in those same convictions? (By 
the way, Luther identified the enemy as Satan, 
not other people).

(continued...)

Written By:  Pastor Kip Tyler; Senior Pastor
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If we are really to be the church, the people of 
God, Christians, and disciples of Jesus, then 
others should first know they are loved by us 
just as they are and know we believe in the 
salvation and forgiveness Christ brings to all 
sinners (ourselves included). It is in the present 
tense, so we do it now, not later. It is no small 
thing our congregation’s vision statement is 
“Share the Love of Christ, TODAY!”

3.  Be courageous.
Again, not to be sexist, the Greek says, “keep 
acting like men.” It has the thrust of a mature 
man, so we could say, “be the adult,” “keep 
acting like the adult,” “stop being a spoiled little 
brat.” (OK, the last one was me and is probably 
a stretch in translation, but still captures the 
essence).

It is a present middle imperative. Unlike the 
active imperative, a middle imperative means 
it is something we do, but we do it to ourselves 
now. 

So, what does a loving adult look like in difficult 
situations? Loving adults are courageous 
enough to not engage in the drama but rather 
seek to understand and be understood. A 
courageous, loving adult tries to help the 
immature learn what it means to be mature, 
doing it with words of compassion and acts of 
love and mercy. Loving adults are courageous 
enough to love even at a cost to themselves, 
knowing what self-sacrifice and servant-
leadership mean.

4.  Be strong.
OK, here we go, this is the fun one. In Greek, we 
have a present passive imperative! A passive 
imperative! An imperative is a command we are 
to do. Passive is an action done to us. So, we are 
given a command to do, which evidently, we 
can’t do, so it is done to us. How? The answer is 
the Holy Spirit.

Martin Luther explains the Holy Spirit in our 
lives with these words, “What does this mean? 
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or 
strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 
come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me 

by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, 
sanctified and kept me in the true faith.”

Strength is defined as being able to move 
heavy weights or to withstand great force or 
pressure. As Christians, we are and forever will 
be pressured to forsake Christ and turn from His 
Holy Spirit. But we are commanded to be strong 
(through the Holy Spirit) to withstand those 
forces and pressures.
 
The Holy Spirit does this spiritually where we 
can do what we cannot do by ourselves. Only 
through the Holy Spirit are we strong enough 
to forgive the unforgivable. Only through the 
Holy Spirit are we strong enough to serve others 
unconditionally. Only through the Holy Spirit are 
we strong enough to love the unlovable.

People ask me, “How can the church survive all 
that is going on?”

My answer, “Trust God is in control and do 
everything with love.”
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A New Perspective
We all long for a sense of identity: Who am I? 
Why am I here? How we answer that question 
will influence others: Who are my friends? My 
enemies? The story we believe about ourselves 
shapes our ideas of God. You know, like what 
He’s like. What He cares about and how can I 
know for sure He’s on my side. The Christian 
narrative provides a way forward: God is love. 
We are invited into that life, giving us a sense of 
identity. Too often, Jesus’ community struggles 
to participate and share in that love.  

Our call to love flows from the life of the Trinity. 
We are created in relationship for relationship. 
Sharing that love with the world can be 
expressed as delight and hospitality. Like many 
things in our culture, our words need defining 
or in some cases, refining. We are often entirely 
too subjective about the word relationship. It 
has become a way to signify the nature and 
scope of our privatized spiritual journey. Faith 
becomes compartmentalized. It’s just me and 
Jesus and maybe those who think, look, and 
vote like me. We end up living within an echo 
chamber. In some ways, this kind of personal 
Jesus results in our being discipled by other 
voices and personalities. 

Hospitality is often thought of culturally in the 
terms of the ability to throw a good party. In 
fact, one popular Italian restaurant franchise 
has defined that word as the experience 
of moderately priced meals, served with 
overpriced glasses of wine, delivered by 
overworked and underpaid servers. Yet, the 
calling of the church is to recapture the fullness 
of what these two words mean. Hospitality and 
relationship are foundational realties of who 
God is. Yes, God wants to throw a party and at 
the heart of this party is a meal. The church is 
meant to bring people to this party. Oh, and it’s 
open to EVERYONE. 

Over the next few months, we are going to 
explore this idea as we move together as a faith 
community in 2021. My newsletter contributions 
will be an adaptation of Greg Thompson’s talk: 
The Hospitality of Christ as a Way of Witness 
and Life in a Secular Age. I am convinced that 
his view of hospitality needs to be recaptured 
by the church if our commitment to missional 
communities and discipleship are going to find 
a long-lasting place within our public witness, 
spiritual formation, and vocation. Thompson 
states, “The Christian church must recover its 
vocation of hospitality. Not as a folksy ethos, not 
as a set of artisanal practices, of self-actualization 
in an industrialized world; but as a definitional 
theological conviction about the meaning 
of life in our world. I am convinced that the 
deliberate recovery of a foundational theology 
of hospitality is the greatest task before the 
missionary church in the secular West.”

What we believe about God is of primary 
importance. Thompson addresses three points 
that will serve as the beginning of our exploring. 
These are crucial if we are to recapture our 
appreciation of WHO the Trinity is, our life as 
participating in the life of God and our call to 
hospitality. While there may be more than three 
points that we could explore in deeper detail, 
these three ideas will get us moving in the right 
direction. 

February: God as a Yearning Host
March: The World as a Desired Guest
April: The Church as the Gathering Servant

Once we grasp and experience the love that 
exists in the life of the Trinity, we become a 
community of hospitality and delight. When was 
the last time you experienced the love of the 
Trinity that moved you to love others? Can’t wait 
to explore together. 

Written By:  Pastor Mario Alejandre; West Campus Pastor
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A Picture of a Vibrant Christian Church 
in the U.S. in 2030 

Part Five: Life-Giving Networks

“No one gets there on their own!”  This was the 
common theme a in 2021 when leaders and 
congregations started charting new, hope-filled 
courses toward 2030.  They knew the stakes 
were high.  They knew the sense of loss of the 
treasured, the familiar, would be overwhelming 
at times in congregations.  They knew that they 
didn’t know! But they were willing to try, and 
trust the Holy Spirit to guide and empower.

They named it. The United States was a vast 
unreached mission field with remnants of 
a churched world that once existed.  They 
named it. Vast unreached mission fields need 
missionaries.  They named it. They were the 
missionaries. They’d always known they were, 
should be, but had never been discipled, to 
be. . . Comfortably living among the people.  
Listening to their life stories...and longings.  
Blessing them.  Bringing Jesus to them.
 
These leaders actually surprised themselves 
once they began to include risk and adventure—
and a trust in the Spirit of God—into the 
everyday rhythms of life.  Leaders recognized a 
decade earlier that they lacked the knowledge, 
resources, skills, simple resiliency, and the 
networks to get from here to there.

Networks were formed. Life-giving ecosystems 
formed. Like organic energy grids...mission 
grids...resources were delivered to ordinary 
people...ordinary groups on mission.

Ordinary people, the baptized people 
of God, accustomed to being served by 
professional clergy, began to rise up as 
partners. They assumed their rightful roles as 
the representatives of Jesus in their own mission 
fields. They stopped complaining that there 

weren’t enough good leaders. And, amazingly, 
they began to take responsibility for a different 
future for the Church in the United States.

They looked for the networks. Created the 
networks. Identified what was needed. 
Connected to sources of hope.

Denominational systems in many ways tried to 
play this role. Gifted, Godly people tried to play 
these roles, but the system naturally resisted 
change and tilted toward trying to preserve 
a past that no longer existed. Naturally tilted 
toward preservation and control...not resource.

These fluid networks that emerged... (1) offered 
support and accountability, (2) fostered a 
confidence in the Spirit, (3) encouraged risk and 
adventure, (4) anchored leaders in the Word of 
God, and (5) offered resources.

Some of the other shifts toward a vital 2030 
noted in earlier newsletter articles had been 
bone jarring for congregational leaders a 
decade ago: light programmatic backpacks, 
relational discipleship, missionaries, and leader 
teams.  But networks, life-giving ecosystems, 
simply made sense. Hungry leaders sought 
them out like the roots of a tree searching for 
water in a dry land.

In 2021, at every level, people asked: Where are 
the leaders who can lead us forward? Slowly at 
first, but one by one, they recognized that they 
had forgotten how to disciple people like Jesus 
discipled people, like the Apostle Paul discipled 
people. Leaders were missing because 
discipleship had been missing. 

Relational discipleship was the hinge the door 
to the future hung on.

* Certain content has been quoted, summarized, and adapted 
from “The Church of 2030 Looks Very Different and that Future 
Looks Bright,” © 2020 PLI (www.plileadership.org) 

Here’s a Thought...
Written By:  Pastor Jonathan Haseley; East Campus Pastor
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Musings of a Morrison

My husband cracks me up!  He’s odd yet talented, kind and caring and 
most importantly, the man whom I love with all my heart.  That said, there 
are days where I could strangle that neck of his - he can truly drive me up 
the wall, down the street, and up the next door neighbor’s wall.  It’s on 
those days that I, perhaps, do not do things for him in love.  Those days 
I’m grumbling while I make dinner or fussing while I fold the laundry.  On 
those days I choose to ignore him and keep my distance.  But though I 
may not be doing these things in love, that is not to say I don’t still love 
him.  I’ll always love him, just sometimes I don’t particularly like him.

On our wedding day, my grandpa shared some of his many words of 
wisdom by saying, “With marriage comes grace - no matter what, give love 
and show grace.”  My grandparents have been married for 58 years and 
with those few simple words,  there was a tremendous impact not only on 
my heart, but in my marriage.

I strongly believe that in order to truly love someone and to do things for 
them in love is to also show them grace on those days where it may not 
be the easiest to love them.  This is where God reminds us to “let all we do 
be done in love” 1 Corinthians 16:14.

We don’t always have to like the people we live with or work with or 
reside by - but we do need to love them.  I feel that means that we need 
to show them respect, to help if/when we can, to listen to them, and to 
show them the love that our heavenly Father never ceases to show us.

To do things in love also means to look past ourselves and our own 
needs/wants.  How many of you have given someone the last chocolate, 
or piece of pizza when deep down you really wanted it for yourself?  Why 
would you do that?  This is chocolate and pizza we’re talking about... but 
you love the one you gave it to, right?  You love them as a fellow brother/
sister in Christ, love them as another human being, love them because 
not only did God command us to but because, let’s be honest, it makes us 
feel good when we do things for others... in love.

Written By:  Tasha Morrison; Communications Director
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West Campus
Kellie Webb, Children & Family Coordinator
kellie.webb@lcm.church  |  402-312-1893
www.lcm.church/lcmkids

KidsLCM KidsLCM

@ HOME

LCM KIDS CLASS TIMES 
Join us every Sunday morning at 10:30am and 
Sunday afternoon at 4pm for LCM Kids at West 
Campus. Your kids are welcome to come at one 
time or both!

LCM KIDS AT HOME
www.lcm.church/kids-at-home/
LCM Kids at Home is a weekly video lesson for 
kids 3-years through 5th grade. New lessons are 
posted each week on our LCM Kids website. We 
encourage you to check it out, especially if your 
family is staying home from church long term, or 
if you just miss a week. 
 
5th GRADE FAMILIES
Attention 5th grade families! Please mark your 
calendar for Table of the Lord Classes (First 
Communion) beginning on February 14th.  
Table of the Lord is a 6-week class that both 
parents and 5th graders attend together. We will 
meet Sundays at 10:30-11:30am starting Feb. 
14 through March 21. 

NURSERY OPEN 
We have reopened the nursery at West Campus. 
Childcare is available on Sundays beginning at 
8:45am. Children 6-months old and up to three 
years are able to come to the nursery. Children 
3 years and older may attend LCM Kids at 
10:30am. 

LCM KIDS EASTER CARE KITS
LCM Kids is partnering with the Open Door 
Mission to provide 100 Easter Care Kits for the 
men and women at Open Door Mission. We are 
collecting the following donations now through 
March 14th. Please drop all items off a West 
Campus. Thanks for helping us share the joy of 
Christ’s resurrection!

Donations Needed: Medium Chocolate Bunny 
or Cross; Women’s Fuzzy Socks; Mens Tube 
Socks; Deodorant; Razors; Shaving Cream

2021 VBS
We are currently putting plans into place for 
Summer 2021 VBS. Please note that registration 
will be delayed until April. Watch for more 
detailed information coming in March. We hope 
you will make plans to attend or volunteer at 
VBS this summer!

KAMP OUT! 
Kamp Out is a 1-week, high energy, non-stop 
excitement, traveling Christian day camp for 
5- to 12-year-olds. Activities include zipline 
tower, slip ‘n’ slide, euro-bungee, climbing 
wall, archery, putt-putt, inflatables, interactive 
games, water events, and more! Kamp Out will 
take place at West Campus on July 19-23 from 
8:40am-4:00pm. Registration cost is $275 and 
there are only 200 spots available. Register now 
at https://kanakuk.com/kampout/ and click on 
“Nebraska” to find LCM’s Kamp Out registration. 
Contact Kellie with any questions.
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East Campus
LCM KIDS AND FAMILIES
We have been enjoying being back in Sunday school and Wednesday night kids. We continue
to follow along with the adult sermons on Sundays with two great teachers, Mr. Patrick and 
Ms. Anna. Wednesday nights are taught by Ms. Tracy and we took a small break from our unit on 
the Armor of God to celebrate Epiphany. We learned a lot and made paper crowns for ourselves 
and the SGL’s of Confirmation as a thank you for all they do.

TABLE OF THE LORD classes continue through February 14th. First communion opportunities will 
be Ash Wednesday, February 17th at 12pm and Sunday February 21st. What an exciting time for 
these kids to take part in a sacrament.

Tracy Schmidt, Children & Family Coordinator
tracy.schmidt@lcm.church  |  402-213-7585
www.lcm.church/lcmkids

KidsLCM KidsLCM

@ HOME
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Youth Ministry
Written By:  Allie Tiller; Youth & Family Coordinator - West

The beginning of a new year means a chance 
to refocus and set some goals for 2021.  We 
did exactly that in January when we discussed 
the wonderful ways God wants to grow us. 
Following a discussion, students each created a 
vision board that contained words and pictures 
cut from magazines...things that the students 
want to focus on this year.  

This winter has provided us the opportunity 
to gather our middle school and high school 
students together for some fun and fellowship.  
Nineteen students layered their winter gear and 
headed out for an afternoon of sledding and 
hot chocolate. In January, we spent an evening 
playing board games...many which were 
donated by our own families.  Other activities 
scheduled include large group games at the 

church, watching the movie “God’s Not Dead”, 
making valentine’s cards for nursing home 
residents, and a Valentine’s Day party.  

Middle and high schoolers continue to meet 
every Sunday morning for Sunday school.  Our 
lessons follow the sermon series and allow us 
a chance to dive into the Bible in creative and 
meaningful ways.  

Come join us!  We are always looking for adults 
to spend time with our students.  This might be 
to help with special activities or to attend our 
weekly gatherings.  Please pray and let me know 
if this is something God is calling you to do.  We 
are still in great need of a male to step up and 
invest in these students.  
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Youth Ministry
Written By:  Chris Andersen; Youth & Family Coordinator - East

YOUTH

Prayer can sometimes seem awkward. We are 
not always sure of what to say, how we should 
act, or what we should do. Our young people 
face this reality whenever we ask someone to 
pray for the entire group or if they are asked to 
pray for a friend. It can be really difficult to come 
up with the right words to say, right? 

We are continuing to walk through “Awkward 
Conversation” where we will look at five 
different aspects of prayer. The ultimate goal: to 
help our young people engage in conversation 
with their Heavenly Father and make prayer 
something that is less awkward yet incredibly 
personal. 

lcmYouth East started these “Awkward 
Conversations” by talking about praying UP, 
or prayers of praise! As we look at the events 
last year, it can be hard for us to find things to 
give praise about, however when we look at 
Scripture, we see the condition of our world 
hasn’t changed much and we can still give God 
the praise! 

This is how David starts off the 22nd Psalm with 
verses 1-2: 
  
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
Why are you so far from saving me, so far from 
my cries of anguish? My God, I cry out by day, 
but you do not answer, by night, but I find no 
rest.” 

Our young people are asking some tough 
questions like, “Where is God working in this 
world?” or “Why does it seem like God has 
forsaken us?”  Just like the questions David 
asked in Psalm 22.

Yet, even in this dark time for David, after he airs 
his grievances, he begins to lift these powerful, 
true, and praise-worthy words. 

David continues in verses 22-26: 

“I will declare your name to my people; in the 
assembly, I will praise you. You who fear the 
Lord, praise him! All you descendants of Jacob, 
honor him! Revere him, all you descendants of 
Israel! For he has not despised or scorned the 
suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden 
his face from him but has listened to his cry for 
help. From you comes the theme of my praise in 
the great assembly; before those who fear you, 
I will fulfill my vows. The poor will eat and be 
satisfied; those who seek the Lord will praise him 
– may your hearts live forever!“

Our young people are longing for a deep 
relationship with one another and with our Lord. 
We are encouraging them to praise God in the 
good, the bad, the ugly, the mundane and in 
between all those moments in their life. In the 
midst of everything going on in the world, we 
are praying UP! 

Will you join us?!

We also need your help! We currently have 1/3 
of our young people tagged team with a Prayer 
Partner! 

1. Would you be a prayer partner with us at 
lcmYouth East? You will get a weekly email or 
letter with prayer requests and names of young 
people to pray for. You will also get a prayer 
card with a name on it to pray specifically and 
intentionally for 1 young person 

If you’re interested in either opportunity, please 
reach out to Chris Andersen.
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Sudanese Ministry

Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ. We are so 
grateful for a blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
We always celebrate in a big way on New Year’s with a 
church service. It happens to be a lot of our people’s 
birthdays as well! When we moved to the United 
States, a lot of us did not know our birthdays, not the 
month, day, or year! So the government assigned us a 
birthday of January 1st and guessed our age. Records 
are not kept in the same ways in Africa as they are here.

We are looking for a little more help for our members. 
I have a few people that want to apply for a new job 
but would need a mentor to sit with and complete 
the application or type up a simple resume. If you are 
interested in this, please let Tracy Schmidt know. This 
help can make a big impact on our financial stability 
and family life.

We ask for prayers this month for our children. Please 
pray for their safety and wise decision making and 
for sound friends that lift us up. Prayers for biblical 
knowledge to be taught in our homes and church 
for our children. We ask for ways to be shown for our 
children to bridge the gap and live well in between two 
different cultures.

Written By:  Tracy Schmidt; South Sudanese Coordninator   |   tracy.schmidt@lcm.church
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Music Ministry
LOVE CAME DOWN AT CHRISTMAS

Right about now you probably are checking the front of your Inspire Newsletter to see if 
you picked up the right issue or opened the correct monthly link. The answer is yes on 
both accounts.  February is known as The Month of Love - a time for Valentines Day and 
remembering love - a time for emphasizing the importance of love in our lives and also 
the perfect time to remember the Love that God sent us at Christmas - Immanuel. And 
it’s also a time for us to remember that our God is an infinite loving God.

In Henry Drummond’s book, “The Greatest Thing in the World” (a book I received when 
I was confirmed), he points out that, and I quote, “we have been accustomed to be told 
that the greatest thing in the religious world is faith.  Well, we are wrong.  If we have been 
told that, we may miss the mark.  In the 13th chapter of First Corinthians, Paul takes us to 
Christianity at its source: and there we see “The greatest of these is love.”  

It is not an oversight.  In the same chapter, the Love chapter of the Bible, Paul says “If I 
have all faith, so that I can remove mountains, and have not love, I am nothing.”  And in 
verse 13 he completes the chapter with these words, ”There are three things that remain 
- faith, hope, and love - and the greatest of these is love.”

And  in case you’ve forgotten, February 17, 2021 is also the start of Lent - the annual 
period of Christian observance were we prepare for Easter and remind ourselves that 
God sacrificed His only Son so that we might have eternal life.  There is no greater love 
than this.  “I live by the faith of the Son of God who loved me, and gave himself for me.” 
-Galatians 2:20.

Christ Jesus - Son of God.
The Savior sent from heaven.
Almighty.
Full of Grace.
Whose death means
I’m forgiven.

Christ Jesus - reigning now.
He will return some day.
Almighty.
King of Grace.
Whose love I 
Can’t repay!

Written By:  Diane Madsen; Master Ringers Director   |   diane.madsen@lcm.church
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Servant Hearts

How Stephen Ministry Is Making a Difference during COVID-19

As the COVID-19 pandemic goes on, the needs for care continue to grow in congregations 
and communities everywhere. People from all walks of life are struggling with a variety of 
challenges—grief, health concerns, isolation, financial strain, anxiety, and more. In the midst of all 
this, Stephen Ministry congregations are doing amazing ministry, providing much-needed care.  
One church has shared how Stephen Ministers are reaching out to people who are hurting right 
now.  

“Our Stephen Ministers have continued their caring ministry by phone, and people are glad to 
know somebody cares. Many people are feeling very disconnected and having a tough time 
right now, so the care our Stephen Ministers offer is especially meaningful.”

Julie Sutton | Saint Michael the Archangel Catholic Church | Canton, Ohio  

The Stephen Ministers at LCM are also meeting the needs of those they care for in creative ways 
– phone calls, socially distanced visits or Zoom calls are a few examples.  They are willing to 
listen confidentially to others in any way that is comfortable for them. 

With the Christ-centered skills Stephen Ministers develop through their training, they can adapt 
their caring to a variety of situations, making them a crucial part of their congregations’ caring 
ministry—both during the pandemic and beyond

  
If you have questions about Stephen Ministry, please call one of the leaders:

Kathy Rudd  (402) 679-2515           Jim Norton   (402) 321-0449
Jim Rudd   (559) 362-1300              Carolyn Scheer   (402)289-4863
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Let Us Pray

February Prayer FocuS

Individuals who work 
outdoors

Bernice Baldauf

Marian Bolmeier

Dorothy Brei

Veljean Brown 

Bruce Donelson

Don Eitzmann

Esther Holmes

Gerri Hultquist

Audrey Jenner

Milt Jenner

George “Bud” 
Lauritsen

Helen Madsen

Roland Mariucci

Gloria Nitzschke

Lloyd Nitzschke

Bernhard Peterson

Carol Rohrig

Norma Schlegel

Irma Senteney

Alfred Wise

PrayerS For church memberS in SKilled or 
aSSiSTed living

• Garrett Bachorski - USMC

• Maj. Megan (Beaty) John - 
USAF

• Capt. Travis Benne - USAF

• Vincent Bevilacqua - Navy

• Travis Bland

• Anthony Blum

• Maj. Jim Chester

• Andrew Enholm - Navy

• Daniel Day

• Dustin Funk - Navy

• Ryan Hansen

• Major Aaron Jackson

• Samuel Jacobson - USMC

• Douglas McConnell - Army

• Airman Adam Nielsen - 
USAF

• Joel Knox

• Michael Koba

• Tim Pecoraro - USMC

• Lt. Cmdr. Keland Regan

• Medic Cody Stickman - 
Army

PrayerS For loved oneS in The miliTary

Troy Anstine
Esther Christensen
Hildegard Herzfeldt
Bruce Holmquist

Martha Kersten
Phil Manzitto
Pr. Robert Schaff
Ken Swanson

PrayerS For The FamilieS 
Who’ve loST a loved one
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Event Location Day Time Facilitator

Pr. Schaff’s Bible Study Not Meeting - - -

Stephen Ministry W 10/11 Tue., Feb. 2 7pm Carolyn Scheer

Stephen Center - - - Steve Probst

Wed. Women’s Bible Study E8/9 Wednesdays 6pm Michelle Kalin

Quilt Tying E Fellowship Hall 1st & 3rd Mondays 9:30am Shae Hughes

Gab & Grow Not Meeting - - -

Prayer Shawl Not Meeting - - Clara Tsai

Men’s Breakfast West Campus Tuesdays 6:30am Doug Hughes

Sisters of Faith Not Meeting - - -

TGOW West Campus Wednesdays 9:15am Kellie Webb

Pr. Tyler’s Bible Study E Fellowship Hall Wednesdays 6pm Pr. Tyler

East Youth Wed. Nights E Youth Room Wednesdays 5:30pm Chris Andersen

Stephen Ministry E Fellowship Hall Thur., Feb. 18 1:30pm Carolyn Scheer

Pr. Tyler’s Bible Study E Fellowship Hall Thursdays 9:30am Pr. Tyler

Pr. Tyler’s Bible Study Lunch E Fellowship Hall Thursdays 11:45am Pr. Tyler

Pr. Tyler’s Bible Study (online) www.lcm.church/faith Pr. Tyler

Friday Morning Bible Study E Fellowship Hall Fridays 9:30am Chris Andersen

Friday Morning Bible Study (online)  https://unomaha.zoom.us/j/91058224768 Chris Andersen

Christian Book Club Not Meeting - - -

Horizons Not Meeting - - -

Mary Elizabeth Circle Not Meeting - - -

West M.S. & H.S. Sunday School W Couch Rm. Sundays 10:30am Allie Tiller

West M.S & H.S. Sunday Nights W Couch Rm. Sundays 5:30pm Allie Tiller

East Youth Sunday School E Youth Room Sundays 10:30am Chris Andersen

Grief Share E Fellowship Hall Starts Feb. 7 1:00pm Carl Johnson

Panera Bible Study West Campus 1st & 3rd Fridays 8:30am Julee Mertz

Faith Full Moms Not Meeting - - -

Gatherings for February



Ministry Update
PROJECT HOPE’S SOUP-ER BOWL
Please consider placing soup and crackers on your grocery lists in the coming weeks for Project 
Hope. Donation areas will be available at both campuses from January 29th through February 8th.  
These items are in short supply at the pantry, and we would like two carloads of soup and crackers 
when we make the delivery on February 9th.  Please call us if you have questions.   

Bob and Mary Lykke
402-330-6762

MITTEN TREE
What a blessing it was that we were able to collect such an abundance of warm clothing items for
those in need.  In total, we gathered the following for Stephen Center: 

30 Scarves
55 Hats
26 Pairs of mittens/gloves
1 Ear muff
1 Baby layette outfit
42 Winter coats

(Note: Project Hope is not currently taking clothing donations due to COVID and 
Open Door Mission was also not taking clothing donations at that time).

We wanted to say, “Thank you!” to everyone who made a donation!  Being able to bless these 
individuals with the gift of warmth during our harsh winters is amazing.  

Be sure to keep an eye out for sale and clearance winter items for this year’s Mitten Tree.

God Bless and thank you all for your help!
Christin Honeyman

Sunday, February 7th, is fast approaching and so is an UPLIFT OPPORTUNITY at LCM! 
Wear your favorite football or sports-related apparel to worship services on Sunday, February 7th.  
Monetary donations will be collected in support of the One14 Center Food Pantry.  Checks can 
be made out to “Lutheran Church of the Master” with the memo line “One14 Center Food Pantry.”  
Questions? Contact East Campus Pastor Jonathan Haseley, West Campus Pastor Mario Alejandre, 
or One14 Center Food Pantry Director Tracy Schmidt. 
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Information Sharing
WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
contact:  Tasha Morrison / 402-333-4444 /  
tasha.morrison@lcm.church
Submissions for announcements via videos, 
slides, etc., 
need to be submitted 2 weeks in advance. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS
contact:  Tasha Morrison / 402-333-4444 /   
tasha.morrison@lcm.church

NEW DUE DATE!  All submissions due 
February 10th for the March newsletter.

DONATIONS
Contact:  Connie Hacker / 402-333-4444 / 
connie.hacker@lcm.church 
When you send in a donation check through 
your bank or investment account, please be 
sure that they include your name on the check 
somewhere.  Without a name, we are unable 
to include it on your contribution statement.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Connie 
Hacker.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
Lutheran Church of the Master Financial 
Summary
Actual:  December 31, 2020
Total Income  $2,001,407
Total Expense $2,001,407   
Net Income (Loss)   $0

UPDATED INCLEMENT WEATHER 
GUIDELINES
In case of inclement weather, please check 
the local news stations, Facebook and/or our 
website for the most recent
cancellations. LCM will cancel all church 
activities if the community public schools (i.e. 

Omaha Public Schools or Westside District 66 
for East Campus and Elkhorn Public or Millard 
Public Schools for West Campus). There may 
be circumstances that warrant LCM closing if 
schools do not cancel. LCM will communicate if 
worship services are cancelled.

lenTen WorShiP ServiceS

ash Wednesday, February 17
east campus ......................... 12pm (in-person) *

West campus.................7pm (in-person & live) *

ashes on the move (east) .................. 10-11am *

ashes on the move (West) ................. 5-6pm *

midweek Services 
Wednesdays, February 24, march 3, 10, 17, & 24

(east) ..................................... 12pm (in-person)

(digital) ........................................... 7pm (live)

digital campus:  www.lcm.church/digital
*denotes communion
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Information Sharing

Thank you!

2021 PICTORIAL DIRECTORY
Due to the pandemic, LifeTouch Photography 
has permanently closed their Church Directory 
Division but we have made arrangements 
to work with Universal Church Directories 
on our 2021 LCM Pictorial Directory.  Some 
adjustments with scheduling had to be made 
but we want you to have the dates now so that 
you can mark your calendars! 

Photo Sessions at East Campus will be held
July 20 – 24 and July 27- 31.

Photo Sessions at West Campus will be held 
August 3 – 7 and August 10 -14.

More information and sign-ups will be coming 
in late spring/early summer.  However, if you are 
interested in helping during this process, please 
contact Michelle Kalin, Connections Coordinator 
at (402) 333-4444 or michelle.kalin@lcm.church.

OUR FAITH IN ACTION this year will focus 
on connecting people with the greater faith 
community. 

In order to do this, we need to have the best 
way to contact you with the most up-to-date 
information. The key pieces needed are your 
phone number, email, and address, as well as 
your preferred method of communication. 
We hope to contact everyone who is a member 

or regular guest over the next several months to 
make sure the information we have is correct.

This past year taught us that we need to connect 
with each other in new ways and be able to 
pass important information to you as quickly as 
possible.  Many upgrades to our LCM webpage, 
online giving and our church app, as well as a 
new digital campus have been made.  

We also send out emails with weekly updates, 
Prayer Chain requests and news to specific 
groups as needed. We are currently working 
on adding texting and voice mails to the emails 
for those who prefer a different method of 
communication.  
 
With these new communication options, we 
will be able to deliver more information about 
the community that interests you, give better 
access to all of the services that LCM provides, 
expand giving options to volunteer or financially 
support specific groups or families, and bring 
you special alerts about weather cancellations 
and changes. 

We will be contacting each household by 
phone, mail, or email and we appreciate 
your assistance.  Beginning February 1st, you 
may also elect to go to our church webpage 
(www.lcm.church) to submit your update, 
areas of interest and preferred method of 
communication.

Dear LCM Family,

Gary and I sincerely thank you for all your support through get well wishes, notes of concern, meals 
and for your prayers during our battle fighting the COVID virus the past two months.  It was a comfort 
to know that we had so many prayer warriors fighting the battle with us through prayer.  Thanks to 
the power of prayer, we are both slowly recovering and are looking forward to getting back into our 
regular worship routine at both campuses.  

God bless your loving hearts,
 Diane and Gary Madsen LCM  |  Pg. 19



P. 402.333.4444 | F. 402.333.4482 
www.lcm.church

Ministry Staff:

Kip Tyler: C.402-651-0858  H.402-334-7152
 Senior Pastor
John Lewis: C.402-598-3986  H.402-321-8232
 Executive Pastor
Mario Alejandre: C.801-597-4869 
 Campus Pastor (West)
Jonathan Haseley: C.716-807-1370
 Campus Pastor (East)
Chris Andersen: C.402-616-3198
 Youth & Family Coordinator (East)
Galen Greer: C.402-639-7265
 Worship Coordinator
Tracy Schmidt:  C: 402-213-7585
 Children & Family/Sudanese Coordinator (East)
Allie Tiller: C.402-669-9518 
 Youth & Family Coordinator (West)
Kellie Webb: C.402-213-1893
 Children & Family Coordinator (West)
Alleluia! Preschool / Alleluia! Kindergarten:
        Debbie Lubker: Director/Teacher   
        debbie.lubker@lcm.church

Sundays:
Traditional Worship...............................9:00 am 
Contemporary Worship........................10:30 am

West campus | 1200 N. 181st Court | Elkhorn, NE 68022

east campus | 2617 S. 114th St. | Omaha, NE 68144

Saturday Traditional Worship..............5:30 pm

Sundays:
Traditional Worship................................8:00 am
Traditional Worship................................9:15 am
The Huddle Worship & Study...............10:30 am
Nuer Language Worship Service ........1:00 pm

Digital Campus Worship Times (Online)

Sundays:
Traditional Worship................................9:00 am
Contemporary Worship.........................10:30 am

Lenten Worship Services
Ash Wednesday (East)........................... 12pm (in-person) *
Ash Wednesday (West)................ 7pm (in-person & LIVE) *
Ashes on the Move (East) ..................... 10-11am *
Ashes on the Move (West) .................... 5-6pm *
Midweek Services 
Wednesdays, February 24, March 3, 10, 17, & 24
(East) .......................................................... 12pm (in-person)
(Digital) ....................................................... 7pm (LIVE)

Digital Campus:  www.lcm.church/digital
*Denotes Communion

114th & Center Location
2617 S 114th St.
Omaha, NE 68144 
 

LCMemberNeLCMOmaha

Support Staff:
Shari Bevilacqua -- Church Administrator
Jon Bradley -- Technical Director
Jamison Denton-Carter -- Video Production
Connie Hacker -- Bookkeeper
Nikki Kotchka -- Receptionist 
Michelle Kalin -- Connections Coordinator
Diane Madsen -- “The Master Ringers” Director
Jim McKay -- Maintenance Technician
Rob Meredith - Social Media Specialist
Tasha Morrison -- Communications Director
Ken Price -- Grounds Maintenance
Vickie Wagner -- S.S. Superintendent (West)


