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Ash Wednesday
“Coming to Grips with Reality: 

How is Jesus Messing with You?”
Pastor Greg Finke

I’m finding that Jesus is messing with a lot of us.

There is a growing sense among the U.S. Christians I am 
talking with that Jesus is on the move, that he’s messing 
with our presumptions, calling us to something more than 
what we have settled for. He is giving many of us a holy 
discontent with the status quo so that we will look up from 
what we are doing, pay attention to him and start to wrestle 
with what he is currently showing us and asking of us. 

In a remarkably short amount of time, the U.S. has become 
one of the largest mission fields on the planet. We are no 
longer a church who is servicing a community filled with 
a variety of Christians. We are now a church who finds 
itself needing to be a missionary in a mission field. And we 
weren’t trained for that.

Our congregations’ mindset and practices are perfectly 
calibrated for a U.S. culture that is essentially already gone. 
The church I grew up in, in the 1960’s and 1970’s, was well 
suited for the largely churched culture that existed in the 
U.S. at that time. However, in the ensuing decades the U.S. 
has dramatically shifted from a “churched culture” (where 
most people go to church or at least know they should go 
to church) to a “mission field” (where the majority of people 
do not go to church or feel an obligation to do so).  The 
trouble, of course, is that most churches and church-goers 
continue to think and operate as if the U.S. culture is still 
essentially churched and looking for a church home. And 
they aren’t.
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This is why so many churches across the country are 
struggling. The good news is that Jesus isn’t struggling 
and he knows exactly what to do next. In fact, he is already 
showing us and leading us into his response.  

In the midst of our unsettled and uncertain world, Jesus 
is not wringing his hands in worry. He is not confused or 
discouraged. He is God. And while some of our churchy 
presumptions and programs may be in trouble, his Church 
is not. Jesus is very clever. He is using these shifting 
times to wake us up and get us ready to re-join him on his 
redemptive mission to our neighborhoods, workplaces and 
schools. 

Joining Jesus on his redemptive mission is what I mean 
by the term “missional living.” “Missional living” is simply 
living each day as if it were a mission trip. The difference, 
of course, is that instead of being on a mission trip 
to a foreign land, we are on a mission trip to our own 
community. We are Neighborhood Missionaries. Going 
out to get the mail, going to the store for a gallon of milk 
or going to the school to pick up our kids now has mission 
potential.

But don’t worry. Joining Jesus on his mission is easier than 
we think and a lot more fun! Joining Jesus is not another 
layer of busyness on top of an already insane schedule. 
Living missionally simply requires a new “missional” 
mindset – in other words, we begin to think of ourselves 
as Neighborhood Missionaries – and to put some new 
“missional” practices into play along the way.

Joining Jesus’ mission is not so much about changing the 
whole church as it is about changing our own mindset and 
practices and inviting a few friends to come with us. 
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Like my good friend Gary Faith often says, “If we always do 
what we’ve always done, we’ll always get what we’ve always 
gotten.” If there was a day when that was acceptable for 
the U.S. church, it is now gone. Instead, it is time for Jesus’ 
Church to take up the mindset of a missionary with a few 
missional practices so that, by God’s grace, we will get new 
mission-results.

Old mindset, old practices, old results. New mindset, new 
practices, new results. Makes sense.

Are you ready to take up the missional mindset and 
practices that will put you into position to join Jesus on his 
redemptive mission every day? 

Let the adventure begin.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES:

1 Chronicles 12:32 

Psalm 51:1-2, 10-12 

John 3:16-17              

YOUR THOUGHTS:
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Lent: Week 1
“The Mission of God: Redemption and Restoration”

Pastor Greg Finke

The mission of God is the unifying theme of scripture.  It’s 
what the Bible is about.  It’s the one main thing.  It’s what 
God was up to in the Old Testament New Testament.  It’s 
what God is up to right now in little and large ways.  God 
has a mission.  And his mission is what gives purpose and 
priority to every other teaching and practice in the Bible.  
So if we don’t know what the mission of God is, we are in 
danger of missing his point.

Whatever God says is the point, is the point.  And God 
says the point is to redeem and restore all things through 
Jesus.  “He that sat upon the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all 
things new!’” (Revelation 21:5) That’s the mission of God.  
Everything else is a means to that end.  Who says so?  God.

“And now the Lord says, ‘It is too small a thing for you to be 
my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back 
those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for 
the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the 
earth.’” (Isaiah 49:6)

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” (John 3:16)

“For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 
and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 
through his  blood, shed on the cross.” 
(Colossians 1:19-20)
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God wants his world back.  God wants all things made new, 
the ends of the earth saved, all things reconciled to himself.  
This is the mission of God.  This is the point.  Everything 
else is a means to that mission.  Everything.  The cross 
and empty tomb of Jesus are a means to that mission.  
The Word and sacraments are a means to that mission.  
Discipling is a means to that mission.  Our churches, 
worship services, and programming are means to that 
mission.  And so are we.  The mission of God is what we are 
made for and saved for.

It's interesting.  Even though Christians are pretty specific 
about confessing what we are saved FROM, we’re not 
always as specific about confessing what we are saved 
FOR.  

The first part of the plan was to save human beings FROM 
sin, death, and the devil.  Jesus did that through his life, 
death, and resurrection.  Check.  

“For just as through the disobedience of [Adam] the many 
were made sinners, so also through the obedience of [Jesus] 
the many will be made righteous.” (Romans 5:19)

“For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and 
brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 
(Colossians 1:13-14)

The second part of the plan was to breathe his Spirit 
back into us so we could again be sent out to take up 
our original role in the created world.  Remember what 
happened the evening of Jesus’ resurrection in John 20:21-
22?  “Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has 
sent me, I am sending you.’ And with that he breathed on 
them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’”  Doesn’t that sound 
like Genesis 1 and 2 again? 
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“And [the Lord God] breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life, and the man became a living being” (Genesis 2:7). 

So with sin, death, and the devil taken out of us and 
the Spirit of God breathed back into us, Jesus can 
recommission us to take up the role we were made for and 
now saved for.  Instead of spreading ruin in the created 
world, we are back to spreading his love, goodness, 
service, and truth. . . . like we were made to do in the first 
place.  From God, through us, and into the world that 
needs it so badly.

To what end?  That all things be made new.  That all things 
be reconciled to the kingdom of the Father.  That all things 
be redeemed and restored.  

That’s the point.  That’s the mission of God.     
 

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES:

Isaiah 49:5-6 

Mark 1:14-15 

Colossians 1:19-20              
                             
YOUR THOUGHTS:
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Lent: Week 2
“The Cross: Absolutely Necessary to God’s Mission”

Pastor Greg Finke

"From that time on Jesus began to explain to His disciples 
that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the 
hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, 
and that He must be killed and on the third day be raised to 
life." Matthew 16:21

The question as we approach Holy Week is, "Why?"

Why the cross?  Why "must" He go?

Hebrews 12:2 gives us a hint, "Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 
...who for the joy set before Him endured the cross..."

For Jesus there was something beyond the cross, that 
meant going through the cross, that was worth enduring 
the cross.  "For the joy set before Him" He endured the 
cross.

What was "the joy" that made the cross worth it?

If we're going to understand the cross we need to 
understand the mission of Jesus.  The cross was a means 
to accomplishing Jesus' mission.  The path to "the joy set 
before Him" went through the cross.  

Understand what Jesus came for (His mission) and we will 
understand the cross (and why we are then invited to also 
take up our own cross).

We commonly think of Jesus' mission as making disciples 
(Matthew 28) or seeking and saving the lost (Luke 19) or 
saving us from our sins (1 Timothy 1:15).
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But to what end? Why are we forgiven? What are we saved 
for?

Why did Jesus take away our sins by dying on the cross and 
rising again?  To what end?

The answer to that question is the mission of Jesus.  The 
answer to that question is why Jesus went to the cross.

So what's the answer?

"For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Jesus, 
and through Jesus to reconcile to Himself all things, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 
through Jesus' blood, shed on the cross."  Colossians 1:20

The mission of Jesus was to redeem and restore (reconcile) 
human beings to the Kingdom of His Father.

"For the Father has rescued us from the dominion of 
darkness and brought us into the Kingdom of the Son He 
loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins." Colossians 1:13-14.

That was "the joy set before Him". Rescuing us from 
the darkness we had chosen. Restoring everything to 
rightness. Redeeming all that is ruined.  Resurrecting all 
that is dead... beginning with human beings and extending 
out to all creation.  That is what the cross unleashed.  That 
is what happens when sin is forgiven and taken away:  
Redemption.  Restoration.  Reconciliation.  Renewal.

"Behold, I am making everything new!"  Revelation 21:5

"I have come that they may have life (again), and have it to 
abundance!" John 10:10
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Can't you just see the big smile spreading across Jesus' 
face?

For Jesus that made suffering "many things at the hands of 
the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law" worth it.  
That made being killed worth it.  That made enduring the 
cross worth it... for the joy He would have seeing you and 
me and all creation restored to His Father and His abundant 
life... to see everything made new again.

That's why the cross.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES:

Matthew 16:21-25 

Romans 5:12, 15 

1 John 4:7-10, 19              

YOUR THOUGHTS:
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Lent: Week 3
“The Mission’s Church: Our Small Part in God’s Great Big 

Mission”

Pastor Greg Finke

"What difference can I make?"

The mission of God is global in its scope. It includes every 
person in every community in every nation. As I write this, 
there are approximately 7.2 billion people spread out over 
57.3 million square miles on the face of the earth. How in 
the world can our small lives make a difference when the 
mission of God is so enormous?

Before we give up, let’s do some math. You see, while 
there are 7.2 billion people on the face of the earth, 2.2 
billion of them are baptized Christians. That leaves 5 billion 
unbaptized people. Still overwhelming, right? But if we do 
the math, do you know how many unbaptized people there 
are per Christian on earth? Not millions or thousands or 
even dozens. There are two.

Two is doable. Looks like Jesus’ overwhelming mission isn’t 
so overwhelming after all. All that needs to happen is for 
each of us to take up our very small part of his great big 
mission.

The scope of God’s mission is global. The focus of God’s 
mission is radically local and radically personal. We don’t 
start with the whole earth. We start with our nearest 
unbaptized neighbor or friend. We can’t win the world 
for Christ until we meet our neighbor who needs Christ. 
So, what’s their name? What’s their story? As simple as it 
sounds, getting to know and offering friendship to one or 
two of them is how we engage the massive, global mission 
of God. -12-



Imagine 2.2 billion Christians taking the next year and 
starting to get to know and offer friendship to one or two 
of the unbaptized people nearby? What if all the people in 
church worshiping Jesus this Sunday went home and did 
the one thing Jesus gave us to do? What if all the people 
in church worshiping Jesus this Sunday went home and 
started loving their neighbor? Not the nations, not the city, 
not thousands or hundreds, just the few already nearby.

By the way, mission is much easier and a lot more fun when 
we get to know our neighbor’s name and a little of their 
story. Fred Rogers, from “Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood,” used 
to say, “It’s hard not to like someone once you know their 
story.” Are you tempted to dislike your neighbor, judge 
your neighbor, or avoid your neighbor because they are 
so… whatever you disapprove of? Then draw deeply from 
the grace God offers you, and invite that neighbor over for 
a meal. During your time together, have the goal of getting 
to know a little of their story. Then replace your neighbor in 
the story with yourself. What would you be like if you had 
grown up in the environment they had? What would you be 
like if you had been caught in the consequences of one or 
two of your bad choices like they had? 

What would you be like if what had happened to them had 
happened to you? And if you had ended up “that way,” 
wouldn’t it be a blessing from God to have a neighbor 
nearby who treated you with the kind of love you didn’t 
deserve but needed so badly? Wouldn’t it be a blessing 
from God to have a neighbor who took time to get to 
know you and really listen to you? Wouldn’t it be a blessing 
to have a neighbor nearby who wasn’t repelled and 
judgmental like a Pharisee but patient and redemptive like 
Jesus?
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This is who we are. This is what we do. We aren’t given the 
job of fixing our neighbor or saving our neighbor. Our job 
is much simpler. We are to love our neighbor, as the Father 
has already loved us. 

This is our small part of His great big mission.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES:

Matthew 28:16-20 

1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27 

Galatians 2:20              

YOUR THOUGHTS:
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Lent: Week 4
“The Invitation: Joining Jesus on His Mission”

Pastor Greg Finke

Jesus is on a mission.

He is on a grand adventure to redeem and restore human 
lives to the kingdom of his Father. This is nothing new. Ever 
since he broke out of the tomb on Easter Sunday, Jesus 
has been on the loose, pursuing his redemptive mission, 
messing with people, ripening people, preparing people 
to be drawn back to the Father he loves. It’s what he does. 
And he’s on the move in your neighborhood, too.

A “neighborhood” is defined as any network of 
relationships (or potential relationships) to which we have 
regular access. We may not know the people yet or know 
them well, but for a variety of reasons these people are 
regularly within our reach. 

Obviously the “neighborhoods” where we live qualify, and 
so do the “neighborhoods” of our workplaces and schools. 
We are regularly within reach of the same people. But there 
are many other “neighborhoods” in which we regularly 
find ourselves. For instance, some of us have access to 
recreation leagues, yoga classes or craft beer clubs. Some 
of us are band parents, soccer moms or routinely wait with 
other dads as our daughters finish up dance classes. Some 
of us volunteer with social service agencies. Some of us 
are Chamber members or Rotary Club members. Some of 
us are at country clubs, community centers or the Y. All of 
these are examples of “neighborhoods” in which we may 
find ourselves. Jesus is on the loose in all of them.
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Jesus is on a mission to redeem and restore all people. “For 
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son 
…” (John 3:16). God sent his Son for the world. His goal is 
not to save some and leave others out. Paul underscores 
this in 1 Timothy 2:4 when he says that God our Savior 
wants all people to be saved. Will everyone respond? Will 
everyone believe God? No. But that does not change the 
goal and desire of God in sending his Son. 

So wherever you go, whether to the ends of the earth or 
just to work, if there are people there, you can be sure 
Jesus is up to something redemptive. His purpose is to 
redeem. His goal is full restoration. This is what Jesus does. 

There is, of course, much mystery in how Jesus works out 
his plan in each person’s life. Some people are resisting, 
some are ignoring, some are oblivious, and some are 
almost ready. But Jesus is in the redemptive process of 
uniquely preparing each of them to receive what the Father 
would freely give them: forgiveness of sins and a new life 
with him forever.

That is Jesus’ mission. And he invites us to join him.

This is an important change in mindset for most U.S. church 
members: Jesus is inviting me to join him on his mission. 
He does not give me a mission to do FOR him. Jesus is on 
a mission and he invites me to come WITH him.

The first time I realized Jesus was inviting me to come 
WITH him and not go FOR him was a great relief.  If I go 
FOR Jesus, I am doing the work and seeing the results of 
what I can accomplish. When I go WITH Jesus, he is doing 
the work and I am seeing the results of what Jesus can 
accomplish. One is hard the other is fun. One is exhausting 
the other is energizing. One causes me to worry (“Did I do 
everything correctly?”) the other causes me to be at peace 
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(“Let’s see what Jesus does next.”). One tempts me to force 
things with people the other invites me to keep loving 
people.

Jesus wasn’t sending me out to do his work FOR him, he 
was inviting me to come WITH him and join the work he 
was already doing.

Our job is to watch for, recognize and then respond to the 
work Jesus is already doing in the lives of people around 
us and JOIN him.

This is our new missional mindset. We can do this.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES:

Matthew 6:33 & 7:7-8

Mark 1:14-18 

John 1:14              

YOUR THOUGHTS:
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Lent: Week 5
“Simple Practices: The Mission of God  

Through the People of God”

Pastor Greg Finke

Jesus is our missional God. When I have taken up His 
teachings and lifestyle and am recognizing and responding 
to Him in my daily life, that's missional living with our 
missional God.

So how do we get there?

I have found that if we take up certain practices, we put 
ourselves into position both to be discipled by Jesus and 
to live missionally, that is, to recognize and respond to what 
He is already doing in the lives of people around us.

Having said that, however, I have learned the hard way 
that if a process is complicated it will not last. If it is overly 
academic, it becomes something only for the learned. If it 
requires months (years) of classes before we can start to 
participate in the mission of Jesus, people drop out. If it 
requires being at the church building on a certain day at 
a certain time, we intentionally but automatically exclude 
many people who cannot get to our location, at our time.

These realities forced me to refine a process that is simple 
and sustainable, that is not dependent on textbooks 
or extended teaching by experts, that is located where 
people already are living and within the rhythms of life 
that are already in play. And, perhaps most importantly, a 
process that puts regular folks like us into position to see 
Jesus at work right away and begin to respond to Him. (We 
don't have to sit on the bench week after week. We can get 
into the game!)
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And it all begins with keeping it SIMPLE. Remember the 
acronym K.I.S.S. (Keep It Simple... Sweetcakes).

In Dwelling 1:14 we focus on five simple practices that put 
us into position to recognize Jesus at work and respond to 
Him.

1. Seeking first the Kingdom of God (watching for Jesus 
at work in us and around us) 

2. Receiving teaching from Jesus (listening to Him in His 
Word) 

3. Engaging in conversation with people who are 
outside our family of faith (connecting with people 
unconnected with Jesus) 

4. Coming alongside people to bless them (fun and 
service) 

5. Ministering in prayer (bringing the Kingdom to people 
open to receiving it)

These practices are not exhaustive, but if I am watching 
for opportunities to put these five simple activities into 
practice every day, I am in a much better position to 
recognize Jesus at work and begin to respond to Him than 
if I do not.

It is also important to note that I may not have opportunity 
to put all five of these things into practice every day. 
However, it is my mindset to put myself into position to 
be able to recognize and respond to Jesus whenever His 
timing is fulfilled. In other words, these practices position 
me to be ready when He does press near!
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Finally, in practicing these activities, don't see them as a 
new legalism. We don't put these things into practice to 
prove we are good boys or good girls. We put them into 
practice so that we are positioned to see Jesus at work and 
to join Him. This is not about keeping rules or being a good 
boy. This is about getting off the bench and getting into 
the game!

In Dwelling 1:14 we then help people who live near each 
other to regularly come together to support each other in 
this new lifestyle. They come together not for Bible Study 
(that is important, but that's a different setting). Not for 
fellowship or care (that happens because we are together, 
but is not the primary focus of the gathering). They come 
together to support each other in putting these five 
activities into practice.

How does that happen? By giving each other the 
opportunity to tell our Kingdom stories.

For today, what is your discipleship process and is it 
producing disciples according to Jesus? Is it simple? Does 
it position people to get in the game right away? Is the 
emphasis on being a good boy or being in position to 
recognize and respond to Jesus?

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES:

Luke 4:16-21

Romans 10:13-15, 17 

1 Peter 2:9              

YOUR THOUGHTS:
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Palm Sunday
“99 is Not Enough: Why Jesus Pursued the Cross”

Pastor Greg Finke

As we journey through these holy days between Palm 
Sunday and Easter, it is smart to remember exactly why 
God ordained these events to happen. Why was Jesus 
given over to this suffering and death? Why was this the 
Father’s will? What’s the point to the empty tomb?

These events – the suffering and dying and rising of Jesus 
– are means to God’s greater end. You see, God has a 
mission and the death and resurrection of His Son for the 
forgiveness of your sins are key means to His end. So, 
what’s the point of the cross? What’s the point of the empty 
tomb? What’s the point of your being forgiven and freed 
from sin?

The point is the mission of God. You see, simply put, God 
wants His world back.  All of it.

Not some of it. Not most of it. The WHOLE thing. That’s the 
mission, that’s the goal, that’s the point.

Jesus leaves no ambiguity when He says in John 3:16 that 
God so loved the WORLD that He gave His one and only 
Son. Paul leaves no ambiguity when he says in Colossians 
1:20 that through the blood of Jesus shed on the cross, 
the Father was reconciling ALL THINGS to Himself. There 
is no ambiguity in the words spoken by the One seated 
on the throne in Revelation 21:5, “Behold, I am making 
EVERYTHING new!”

No fooling. That’s the point! And you get to help.
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“Come, follow Me,” Jesus says to you.  “Join Me on My 
Father’s mission to get His WHOLE world back.  Not just 
you, not just your church, the WHOLE THING! For God so 
loved the WORLD. I got you back. I got your church back. 
But I want all your neighbors, too. I want everyone you work 
with, too. I want everyone in your classroom, too.”

So, now you know what you get to do this week.  Walk with 
Jesus through Holy Week, yes.  Worship Jesus for who He 
is and what He has done for you, yes.  But don’t forget why 
He did these things. It is so that you could be freed from 
your sin and join Him on His Father’s redemptive mission as 
part of everyday life.

Remember the story Jesus told about a shepherd with 100 
sheep? It seems that one of the 100 wandered off and got 
lost (see Luke 15). What’s the big deal, right?  The shepherd 
still had 99 left.  Isn’t 99 out of 100 enough? Nope.

Not for this Shepherd. Not for Jesus.  He essentially says, “I 
started with 100 and I want all 100 back. Every one of them. 
Every. One. Of. Them. So, who will join Me as I head back 
out to seek and save what is lost?” (See Luke 19:10).

Will you head out with Jesus this week? There’s a lost 
sheep in your neighborhood, at your workplace or in your 
school. Jesus already got you back.  Now He wants them 
back, too.  All of them. 99 isn't enough.

Your sins are forgiven, the tomb is empty, and His invitation 
stands. “Come, follow Me.”

Where should we look first?
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGES:

John 12:12-19

Philippians 2:5-11 

Hebrews 12:1-3              
                             
YOUR THOUGHTS:
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Maundy Thursday
“Gather and Go: Jesus’ Invitation to Missional Community”

Pastor Greg Finke

Imagine missionaries from all around Nepal, Ghana, or 
Indonesia coming together on a regular basis to share the 
stories of what they have seen God doing in their mission 
fields.  Imagine them having the opportunity to share with 
each other what they are learning through trial and error 
– both what is working and what is not working.  Imagine 
the support, insight, and positive accountability the 
missionaries would receive gathering like this.  

With a little help from their friends, the missionaries would 
have their batteries recharged, their missional toolbox 
restocked, and their hearts refilled.  Of course, they are well 
aware that their mission is not fulfilled as they meet with the 
other missionaries.  They know their mission can only be 
carried out in the mission field.

Now imagine such missionary gatherings happening not 
just across a foreign country but across a local community. 
Imagine local missionaries coming together regularly from 
their neighborhoods, workplaces, and schools for support, 
encouragement, insight, and accountability.  The exciting 
news is that these gatherings are happening across North 
America in increasing numbers!  And you can be a part of 
one!

I call these gatherings of local missionaries “missional 
communities.”  I define a missional community like this: A 
smaller group of people who gather regularly in order to 
support each other as they learn to seek, recognize, and 
respond to what Jesus is doing around them every day as 
he carries out his redemptive mission.
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When people start to see their daily lives as a mission trip 
and then participate in a missional community for support, 
insight, and accountability, I see them quickly gaining 
insight and confidence in how to join Jesus on his mission.

Every once in a while, when people hear me talking about 
missional communities, they think they hear me saying we 
should replace Sunday worship with midweek missional 
communities.  Let me be clear, I advocate BOTH.  It is my 
observation that the congregations who have BOTH vibrant 
Sunday worship AND vibrant missional communities are 
the congregations seeing the most growth – spiritually, 
missionally, and numerically.

Throughout time, the rhythm of God’s people has been 
to gather and then go, to come together for worship and 
Bible teaching and then go out for life and mission, to 
gather for Word and sacraments and then scatter into the 
harvest fields.  Separating worship and Bible teaching 
from mission and Bible doing makes no more sense than 
separating eating and exercising.  Eating without exercising 
make a person fat.  Exercising without eating makes a 
person starve.  In the same way, I advocate BOTH coming 
for worship AND going for mission.

Why is the missional community essential to our missionary 
lifestyle?  It is not just the gathering, but why we gather and 
what we do while we are together.  The reason we gather is 
specifically to support each other as we learn how to seek 
and respond to what Jesus is doing redemptively in the 
lives of people around us.  

What I have learned over the years is that the key to people 
staying intentional and inspired for long-term missional 
living is the hearing and telling of our stories.  Our mission-
stories reinforce our mission-values, our mission-values 
reinforce our mission-practices, and our mission-practices 
ensure that there are more mission-stories to tell.
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Mission doesn’t happen in our missional community, but 
mission doesn’t last without our missional community.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES:

Matthew 26:26-29

Luke 10:1-9 

Hebrews 10:23-25              
                             
YOUR THOUGHTS:
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Good Friday
“It is Finished so It can Begin: The Reason  

He Took Away our Sins”

Pastor Greg Finke

We want the people of God to hear and experience the 
good news of God: Jesus died on the cross and rose again 
to save us from our sins!

As we prepare to help the people of God celebrate 
what they are saved FROM, let’s not forget to champion 
what they are saved FOR. Easter is not a finish line; it is a 
launching pad! Let’s go ahead and tell them the REST of 
the story. Let’s go ahead and tell them what is now in play 
BECAUSE Jesus died and rose. Let’s go ahead and tell 
them what they are saved to DO.  On Easter Sunday Jesus 
launched a redemptive ADVENTURE and many of our 
people don’t even know about it!

In our Lutheran teachings we are very clear and specific in 
confessing what we are saved FROM.  We are saved FROM 
sin, death and the power of the devil.  A stunning gift that 
is worthy of tremendous celebration!  However, it also 
seems that we Lutherans are not always as specific about 
confessing and celebrating what we are saved FOR.

And what ARE we saved for? What is the rest of the story? 
Why exactly did Jesus die on the cross and rise again to 
save us from sin, death and the devil? Was it so we could 
simply run out the clock until we die and go to Heaven 
someday?

A favorite passage for us Lutherans is Ephesians 2:8-9. And 
for good reason, “For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
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God – not by works, so that no one can boast.” In these verses 
we are given the nuts and bolts of our salvation. But verses 
8-9 are followed by verse 10. And verse 10 tells us WHY God 
did all that work of grace-ing us and faith-ing us. Was it just to 
get us into Heaven someday? Or was it because He also has 
something up His sleeve for our Monday?

Verse 10 clears it up, “For we are God’s workmanship [God 
did all that work of grace-ing us and faith-ing us for a reason], 
[we are] created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.” There it is! That’s what we 
are saved FOR!

We are saved FROM sin, death and the devil SO THAT we can 
participate in the mission of God again.  

We are saved FOR getting up each morning and heading out 
with Jesus to participate in the good which the Father has 
prepared in advance for us to do.

That’s the rest of the story.  That’s what the people of God get 
to DO!

Because we are baptized, every morning, Jesus in effect is 
kneeling near our bed waiting for our eyes to flutter open.  
When He sees we are returning to consciousness He smiles 
and says to us, “Good morning! I’m glad you’re finally awake!  
As soon as you’re ready, let’s go see what the Father has 
prepared in advance for us to do today. It’ll be fun! Come, 
follow me!”

Saved from sin, death and the devil. Saved for joining Jesus 
on His mission.

As we prepare to help our people celebrate what they are 
saved FROM, let’s not forget to champion what they are 
saved FOR.
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In the Gospels, Easter wasn’t the finish line for Jesus; it was 
the launching pad for His all-out rescue mission. This Holy 
Week that rescue mission is still in full play and Jesus is 
still inviting us who are saved and free to join with Him. Go 
ahead and tell your people the good news! Go ahead and 
tell them that Jesus died and rose not just so we could go 
to Heaven someday (a stunning gift) but so that we could 
go with Him on Monday, too (a great adventure)! It’s what 
we were saved FOR.

“Good morning! Let’s go see what the Father’s prepared in 
advance for us to do!”

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES:

Isaiah 53:1-6

John 19:16-18, 28-30 

Ephesians 2:8-10              

YOUR THOUGHTS:
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Easter Sunday
“Jesus is on the Loose!:  

What are You Expecting to See Today!”

Pastor Greg Finke

The Easter Gospels communicate many important truths. 
Here’s one I overlooked until recently: How easy it is to 
miss Jesus when we don’t expect to see Him.

In John 20, Jesus is standing right in front of Mary but 
she doesn’t realize it is Him. At least one reason why? She 
didn’t expect to see Him there. “Where have you put Him?” 
Mary asks the One she thinks is a gardener. “He’s supposed 
to be in this tomb.”

In Luke 24, Jesus is walking right alongside the two on the 
road to Emmaus, talking with them about recent events.  
But they don’t realize it is Jesus.  At least one reason why? 
They didn’t expect to see Him there. “Don’t you know 
what has happened?” they asked the One they think is just 
another traveler. “They killed Him 3 days ago in Jerusalem.”

And in John 21, once again Jesus is standing on the shore 
easily within sight of Peter and the others who are fishing.  
But they don’t realize it is Jesus.  At least one reason why? 
They didn’t expect to see Him there. After all, who would 
expect Jesus to show up out of nowhere to cook breakfast?

But that’s the point. Since His resurrection from the dead, 
you just never know where Jesus will show up! He’s out of 
the tomb and on the loose pursing His Father’s mission! 
Seek Him and you will find Him. Expect Him and you will 
see Him.

And then?
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• “Rabboni!” Mary cries out in recognition.

• “Were our hearts not burning?” the two ask in 
recognition.

• “It is the Lord!” the fishermen shout out in recognition.

A blinding flash of the obvious!

And here is a blinding flash of the obvious for us, too. 
As with Mary and Peter and the others, Jesus is regularly 
showing up right in front of us, as well. If we aren’t 
recognizing it is Jesus, there is probably at least one reason 
why.  We aren’t expecting to see Him there! However, Jesus 
is regularly showing up in our vicinity, too, pursuing His 
Father’s mission in the lives of people around us. He invites 
us to expect Him. He invites us to join Him by seeking and 
finding the daily redemptive good He has prepared in 
advance for us to do (Ephesians 2:10).

Whether we have the fun of recognizing Jesus showing up 
rests largely with whether we are expecting to see Him or 
not. How easy it is to miss Jesus when we don’t expect to 
see Him, but how simple it is to recognize Him when we do. 
A blinding flash of the obvious!

And what will Jesus look like when He shows up in our 
vicinity?  How can we realize, “It is the Lord!” before the 
moment passes? Look at the people around you.  What’s 
their name?  What’s their story? Look for where a little 
grace can be applied in their life.  That’s where Jesus is 
already present and working. “It is the Lord!”

Mary only saw a gardener.  The two on the road saw just 
another traveler.  Peter saw some guy on shore cooking.  
But in each case it was really Jesus.
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When you look around today, who will you see?  Someone 
having a bad day?  Someone needing an extra ear or an 
extra hand?  Someone in need of a little hope, a little grace, 
a little news that is good?

Jesus says, when you see that, “It is the Lord!”

You can expect it.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES:

Matthew 28:1-10

1 Corinthians 15:1-8a, 58 

Revelation 21:5              

YOUR THOUGHTS:
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