3:16
This devotional looks at the realities of biblical 3:16 ’s as they are
portrayed in Scripture and our lives. Our Lenten journey will be
looking at each chapter 3 verse 16 in every book of the Bible (where
one occurs) and seeing how they are impacted by that famous verse
John 3:16.
Glen Sandoz, a member at LCM, had this vision and was going to study
and reflect on each of these passages before his health made it
difficult for him to do so. Pastor Tyler, his son-in-law, and Chris
Andersen are picking up the study and preparing it for you to use
during Lent 2018.
This work is dedicated to Glen who started this with a revelation.
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3:16
February 14 – Ash Wednesday
Genesis 3:16 (ESV)
16 To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in
childbearing; in pain, you shall bring forth children. Your desire
shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”
These are the words of God to Eve after the rebellion and fall in the
Garden of Eden, where she and Adam went against the will of God
and sought to be gods themselves.
Life as it was in Eden would never be the same.
Sometimes the consequences of our sins are more than we can bear
and we often try to excuse them away or deny them or blame
others.
None of those things change reality and give only a false hope.
The reality is all of us are sinners in need of a Savior who will save
us eternally from the weight and destruction of our sins.
John 3:16 brings us the Good News of Christ who indeed frees us
from our sins.

Questions:
What are some consequences of sin you see in your life?

How does John 3:16 speak to your sin personally?

Activity:
Find a quiet spot to reflect upon your life, confess your sins to God and listen to the words of
John 3:16 speak directly to you.
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3:16
February 15 - Thursday
Exodus 3:16 (ESV)
16 Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them,
‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac,
and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, “I have observed you
and what has been done to you in Egypt, …
These are the words of God to Moses from the burning bush right
after God revealed the divine name “I AM” (Yahweh in Hebrew).
God tells Moses He has seen the burden of slavery of the people in
Egypt and has heard their cries.
Now God calls Moses to be the deliverer of His message to Pharaoh
to “let my people go!”
The Jews to this day celebrate this act of God liberating them
through the Passover meal.
John 3:16 reveals to us Christ brings not a salvation from the past,
but salvation now and into eternity.
Questions:
Tell about “burning bush” moments you have had where the truth of God became very
clear and personal.

Why is it important to you that Christ offers eternal salvation?

Activity:
Talk about eternal salvation at a meal with friends or family.
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3:16
February 16 – Friday
Leviticus 3:16 (ESV)
16 And the priest shall burn them on the altar as a food offering
with a pleasing aroma. All fat is the Lord's.
What is being described here is called a Shalom Offering or a peace
or completeness offering.
It is different than a Sin Offering which is giving with a spirit of
repentance.
The Shalom Offering seeks a spirit of completeness, a life of fullness
and a soul filled with contentment.
It is a reminder of the communal relationship the people have with
God.
The richest and best part of the animal is not eaten but rather
offered up to God and the blood is not drunk for it is used in a ritual
of atonement.
John 3:16 reminds us that the ultimate Shalom Offering was given
by God when Christ died for our sins on the cross bringing us a
shalom that passes all understanding.
Questions:
How does the peace of Christ show itself in your life?

What is a peace that passes all understanding?

Activity:
Go somewhere quiet today, by yourself, and in that solitude, contemplate how Christ
completes you.
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3:16
February 17 - Saturday
Numbers 3:16 (ESV)
16 So Moses listed them according to the word of the Lord, as he
was commanded.
The book of Numbers not very surprisingly is about counting and
what is being counted are the members of every clan and tribe of
Israel.
Here in chapter 3 verse 16 is the tribe of Levi, the priestly clan, being
counted.
They are the only tribe of Israel which does not take possession of
land, but rather has priestly roles to carry out in the temple.
In the book of Hebrews Jesus is called the great High Priest and
brings the offering of Himself.
An offering that does not have to be done over and over again, but
once for all.
John 3:16 says God gave us His Son that the world through Him
might be saved.
Questions:
What is more important in your life, the rituals of the church or faith in Jesus Christ?
Why?

How can these rituals draw you to Christ or draw you away from Christ?

Activity:
Spend some time today preparing for worship this weekend. Contemplate on what would help
you focus better on Christ during worship.
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3:16
February 18 – Sunday
Deuteronomy 3:16 (ESV)
16 and to the Reubenites and the Gadites I gave the territory from
Gilead as far as the Valley of the Arnon, with the middle of the
valley as a border, as far over as the river Jabbok, the border of
the Ammonites; …
Ugh… geography, history, genealogy
and politics all rolled into one verse.
Don’t know the places or the people?
No connection?
Well, Pastor Tyler has done
archeology at Abel Shittim
(http://www.tallelhammam.com/),
stood on Mt. Nebo, shopped in Medeba
and flew out of Rabbah.
These places are real and the events
connected with them have happened!
Christianity is based upon real historical
events, not made up stories of fantasy.
John 3:16 happened as Christ came to the world
to give of Himself for our salvation.
Question:
Why or why not is the historicity of Christianity important in your faith walk?

Activity:
Read a brief history of Biblical times or watch a biblical historical documentary today. Write
down questions you have and ask one of the pastors about them.
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3:16
February 19 - Monday
Joshua 3:16 (ESV)
16 …the waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a
heap very far away, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, and
those flowing down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea,
were completely cut off. And the people passed over opposite
Jericho.
What is being depicted here is a miraculous stopping of the waters
of the Jordan River in order for God’s people to cross over from their
military staging area at Abel Shittim.
Abel Shittim quite likely was a mound or a tell, perhaps at the
location of the destruction of ancient Sodom.
Imagine that! God assembling His people on top of Sodom as they
organize themselves to begin the conquest of the Promised Land.
Crossing the Jordan River (reminiscent of the Red Sea out of Egypt,
at the location where Elijah would be taken up into heaven, where
John would baptize repentance and where Jesus would be baptized)
the people followed the Ark, the symbolic presence of God.
Joshua ends with a challenge to the people to follow God in faith.
John 3:16 echoes this by reassuring us that those who believe in
Christ indeed will be saved!
Questions:
How would you define the word belief?

Is it different than trust? How or how not?

Activity:
Write down the areas of your life where God is calling you to “cross over” in faith into His
promise? Pray for God for guidance and direction, courage and trust.
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3:16
February 20 - Tuesday
Judges 3:16 (ESV)
16 And Ehud made for himself a sword with two edges, a cubit in
length, and he bound it on his right thigh under his clothes.
Who was Ehud you may be asking!
Well he was the second judge listed in Judges and no he didn’t sit behind a
big wooden bench wearing a powdered wig and a black robe.
The Old Testament judges were charismatic military leaders who wielded
the sword as much as they led the people.
Often the story line went like this: the people rejected God, a foreign
power oppressed the people, the people cried out to God and God
responded by sending a judge to lead in the overthrowing of that foreign
power with military action and the sword.
In John 3:16, God doesn’t send a judge, but rather sends his Son to save us
from destruction, not from a foreign power or by the sword.
He does this through His sacrificial death out of love on the cross against
sin, death and the power of the Evil One.
Questions:
Do you really believe your sinful state is such that the Son of God had to die to save you?
Why or why not?

How would you describe “eternal destruction?” Are you glad Jesus saves you from that
enemy? Why?

Activity:
If you are internet savvy, check out: https://www.persecution.com/ and prayerfully see where
God might lead you in assisting others. If you are not that savvy, then find someone you know
who is (probably someone younger than you) and invite them to join you in examining this site
of Voice of the Martyrs. See where God leads you!

8

3:16
February 21 - Wednesday
Ruth 3:16 (ESV)
16 And when she came to her mother-in-law, she said, “How did
you fare, my daughter?” Then she told her all that the man had
done for her, …
Naomi askes her daughter-in-law Ruth to fill her in on how it is going with
the kinsman redeemer Boaz.
Naomi’s husband and sons died, one of whom was Ruth’s husband.
Ruth was not an Israelite, she was not raised in the faith of our God and
she was not raised near Bethlehem like Naomi.
She was a foreigner, an outsider and an outcast.
However, (are you ready for this?) Boaz marries Ruth and they end up
being the great-grandparents of King David!
She is also in the genealogy of Jesus as his 27th grandmother!
John 3:16 says our relationship with Christ is not through genealogy but
through faith, whether we are insiders or outsiders!
Questions:
Do you feel like an insider or an outsider in the church family? Why?

How does it make you feel that it doesn’t matter to Christ whether you are an insider,
like Naomi or Boaz, or an outsider, like Ruth? Why?

Activity:
Carey Nieuwhof cites 5 indicators that a church is insider focused rather than outsider focused,
they are: personal preference drives decision-making, emotion trumps mission, sacrifice is non-existent,
any growth is mostly transfer growth and innovation is dead or on life-support. He says the antidote is mission.
From your perspective, is LCM insider or outsider focused? Why?
How can you make it more outsider/ “Ruth” focused?1
1

https://careynieuwhof.com/5-tell-tale-signs-your-congregation-is-insider-focused/
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3:16
February 22 - Thursday
1 Samuel 3:16 (ESV)
16 But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” And he said,
“Here I am.”
2 Samuel 3:16 (ESV)
16 But her husband went with her, weeping after her all the way to
Bahurim. Then Abner said to him, “Go, return.” And he returned.
We have two texts today (in an effort to fit the devotional days into the
timeframe of Ash Wednesday to Easter). In the first text, we find a young Samuel
who has been awoken repeatedly by the LORD during the night only to be told
of God’s judgment upon the priestly family of Eli, of which there are no
sacrifices that could be offered to satisfy the gravity of their sins.
Eli calls out Samuel and asks him what the LORD revealed to him.
Samuel only has bad news but still responds, “Here I am,” and shares with Eli
the judgment of God. A hard thing to do to someone he cares for.
In the second text we hear of the shifting political winds in Israel as support
shifts from the house of Saul to that of David to be king.
The result is a veritable “Peyton Place”, between David and his wife Michal,
Saul’s daughter who loves David, who is given by Saul out of revenge to
another man Paltiel, he is crying like a baby following her as she is brought by
Abner, a general, who has changed allegiance from Saul to David, as proof of
his alliance with David, and tells the weeping Paltiel go home!
Did you get all that?
John 3:16 cuts through all our drama and goes to the heart of the issue, our
eternal salvation, granting us forgiveness for all our sins!

Question:
What drama is there in your life which tries to distract you from God and His message of
forgiveness and salvation? What can you do about it?

Activity:
Go to a quiet place today and spend some time with God confessing your sins and rejoicing in
His forgiveness.
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3:16
February 23 - Friday
1 Kings 3:16 (ESV)
16 Then two prostitutes came to the king and stood before him.
This passage is the well-known, disturbing and profound story of the wise king
Solomon discerning which woman is the true mother of the infant.
His decision to use the sword reveals the true mother.
The one who loves the child is willing to give up the child, so it might live.
The one who does not love the child is willing for it to die, to satisfy some sick kind of
vengeance and “justice.”
That act of sacrificial love by the first woman reveals the truth!
John 3:16 also reveals truth through a sacrificial act of love.
For God so loved the world that He gave up His one and only Son so that the world
might be saved!
The Evil one who does not love us, wants a sick kind of vengeance that allows evil and
sin to continue.
That act of sacrificial love by our God reveals the truth!
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him!

Questions:
Have you ever had to make a difficult decision? What happened?

Did you seek wisdom from God? Why or why not?

How might we seek God’s wisdom in different situations?

Activity:
Ask for forgiveness from someone you have wronged.
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3:16
February 24 - Saturday
2 Kings 3:16 (ESV)
16 And he said, “Thus says the Lord, ‘I will make this dry
streambed full of pools.’
This is a sign given by the Lord to Elisha (Elijah’s successor) after hearing the songs of a
musician to be given to the kings of Israel and Judah. This dry riverbed will have pools
not made by natural means like rain or wind. This sign signifies the handing over of
Moab to these kings. The pools signify life and hope even in the arid wilderness.
Tim Tebow decided to paint John 3:16 under his eyes, for a playoff game against the
Steelers in 2012, exactly the same way he did three years prior for the National
Championship game. On that day, January 8th, 2009, an insane amount of people – 94
million to be precise – “Googled” the verse and Tebow’s Gators won the game.
After the victory over the Steelers, an ecstatic Tebow was celebrating with teammates
in the locker room and preparing to speak with the press, when the Broncos PR guy
approached him almost too giddy to speak. “Timmy, do you realize what happened?”
“Yeah, we just beat the Steelers and we’re going to play the Patriots!” “No, I don’t
think you realize what just happened. It’s exactly three years later from when you
wore John 3:16 under your eyes. During the game, you threw for 316 yards, your yards
per rush were 3.16, your yards per catch were 31.6, the ratings for the game was 31.6
and the time of possession was 31.6.” During the game 90 million people googled John
3:16 and once again it was the #1 trending item on Facebook.
Tebow summed up the incredible imagery with the numbers like this: “A lot of people
said it was a coincidence. I say big God.”2

Questions:
How do you react to the signs of God?
What do you think, did Tebow have one? If so, what do you think it meant?

Activity:
Watch the video on YouTube mentioned in the footnote.
2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILz_9KRwzB8
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3:16
February 25 - Sunday
1 Chronicles 3:16 (ESV)
16 The descendants of Jehoiakim: Jeconiah his son, Zedekiah his
son; …
2 Chronicles 3:16 (ESV)
16 He made chains like a necklace and put them on the tops of
the pillars, and he made a hundred pomegranates and put them
on the chains.
Again, we have two passages for today, the first is listing
the names of some of the kings of Judah, descendants
of David. This list is not without consequence, for the last
name listed is Zedekiah, who was also the last king.
However, the lineage of David continued even though the
kingship ended with the Babylonian captivity in 586 BC.
The second passage describes the two pillars that are
placed on both sides of the entrance to the Temple.
One would have to pass through these two pillars
to enter the Holy of Holies.
John 3:16 indicates to us that Christ is the
entrance to the true Holy of Holies, God Himself.
Whoever believes in Him shall have eternal life,
which is being in the presence of
the throne of True King forever.
Question:
How would you describe heaven to a young child?

Activity:
After worship, invite someone to join you for breakfast or lunch as discuss the above question,
or later in the day take someone out for supper and discuss the question.
No Ezra 3:16
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3:16
February 26 - Monday
Nehemiah 3:16 (ESV)
16 After him Nehemiah the son of Azbuk, ruler of half the district
of Beth-zur, repaired to a point opposite the tombs of David, as
far as the artificial pool, and as far as the house of the mighty
men.
This passage is a snippet of a larger depiction of the rebuilding of the
walls and gates around Jerusalem after the people return following the
long Babylonian captivity.
Walls are usually built to keep bad things or people out like a fortress or
to keep bad things or people in like a prison.
A favorite poet is Robert Frost who wrote “The Mending Wall” in which the first
line says, “Something there is that doesn't love a wall.”3
Walls are usually built out of fear.
Later in the Gospel of John, Jesus says,
“Do not fear, trust in God, trust also in me!”
John 3:16 tells us why we can trust in God
and why we can live our lives without fear.
Questions:
What “walls” are there in your life which have been erected out of fear?

Were they built to “keep out” or “keep in”? Why?

Activity:
Pray for the wall(s) of fear to be torn down in your life and not to be rebuilt.
3

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44266/mending-wall
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3:16
No Esther 3:16

February 27 - Tuesday
Job 3:16 (ESV)
16 Or why was I not as a hidden stillborn child, as infants who
never see the light?
The book of Job is part of what is called the Wisdom Literature.
The book of Job seeks to address how to survive great suffering.
Job is described as having and then losing everything.
Not surprisingly, Job initially despairs and laments, then seeks to understand
why and later returns to the basis of his faith in God.
In our verse for today, his grief is so intense he wishes he had never been born!
It is through a rekindling of his understanding of the majesty, grace and
faithfulness of God that he is able to put suffering in a perspective in which he is
able to endure it.
John 3:16 is a reminder to us our God is not set apart from our sufferings, but
through the cross Christ embraced our sins and suffered in a way we can never
imagine. He did so out of grace and mercy to save us!
Questions:
Have you ever suffered to the degree your faith was shaken? Tell more? How did you see
God in the midst of that season of suffering?

Often God can take our experiences of suffering and later give us the strength to
minister to others going through similar sufferings. Have you ever experienced such a
thing? Tell more about it.

Activity:
Look at how you might volunteer at a place like Assure Women’s Center.
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3:16
No Psalm 3:16

February 28 - Wednesday
Proverbs 3:16 (ESV)
16 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and
honor.
The book of Proverbs is not a narrative work but rather a collection of
insights of wisdom and advice.
In this chapter wisdom is personified and is sought to be embraced.
Wisdom is depicted as holding out her hands offering with the right hand
long life, as the Hebrew says lengthy days, and with the left, precious
things and honor.
John 3:16 paints an image for me of Christ extending his hands out on the
cross offering to all who embrace Him in faith, eternal life, the most
precious thing of forgiveness of our sins and a new kind of righteous
honor through faith in Christ!
Questions:
What does “embracing Christ in faith” look like to you?

How does the precious gift of forgiveness compare to other precious things in life? Why?

How is wisdom different than knowledge? Why is wisdom important in life?

Activity:
Think about what living person has taught you wisdom. Take the time to send them a note of
thanks and how their wisdom has influenced your life.
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3:16
March 1 - Thursday
Ecclesiastes 3:16 (ESV)
16 Moreover, I saw under the sun that in the place of justice, even
there was wickedness, and in the place of righteousness, even
there was wickedness.
Where is our salvation, our freedom and our justice?
The writer of Ecclesiastes says that he looks for justice and righteousness
on the earth (under the sun) and often finds the opposite.
This does not mean all judges in our judicial system are corrupt, but rather
justice and righteousness of the world has its limits. It can be corrupted
and produce the opposite from what was promised due to subjective
decisions, political maneuverings or bad law. But ultimately, it cannot
deal with our eternal situation.
What we find in John 3:16 is a grace of God which surpasses the
righteousness of the world and fulfills the righteousness of God.
Questions:
Where have you sought justice and found wickedness? What happened?

When did you experience grace when you expected to receive judgment and
condemnation? What was your reaction?

Activity:
Take some time and pray for those in our legal system and government.
No Song of Songs 3:16

17

3:16
March 2 - Friday
Isaiah 3:16 (ESV)
16 The Lord said: Because the daughters of Zion are haughty and
walk with outstretched necks, glancing wantonly with their eyes,
mincing along as they go, tinkling with their feet, …
This prophecy is against the people of God who flaunt their wealth while
ignoring the poor. The daughters act as if they are better than everyone
else, striking poses to make themselves look seductive and flirting with
those around them.
Imagine if they could have taken selfies or had Snapchat!
Their focus is on themselves and not on their neighbor.
The followers of Christ should constantly think of John 3:16 where we see
Christ’s sacrifice is for all believers.
Salvation is not based on income, looks or position, but solely on faith.
As Christians, we are Christ followers, and should treat all people the
same. For everyone, believers and non-believers, have been created with
the image of God within them.
Questions:
Why do you think it is easy for us to focus on ourselves and forget about others?

How can we help “our daughters” not repeat the behavior and attitudes of these
daughters of Zion?

Activity:
Prayerfully seek avenues to assist the poor in Omaha and then follow through on those
opportunities.
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3:16
March 3 - Saturday
Jeremiah 3:16 (ESV)
16 And when you have multiplied and been fruitful in the land, in
those days, declares the Lord, they shall no more say, “The ark of
the covenant of the Lord.” It shall not come to mind or be
remembered or missed; it shall not be made again.
This prophecy is against the people of God who have moved away from
living lives which demonstrate trust and faith in God. The Ark of the
Covenant has been the symbolic reminder of the presence of God in the
Temple and the lives of the people. A new time is coming when the throne
of God will not be the Ark but rather Jerusalem itself.
The symbolic image will be forgotten.
As Christians, it is too easy for us to make symbolic images of our faith
which may have nothing to do with the promise of John 3:16.
Luther used the word “adiaphora” to describe such things.
They are neither forbidden or embraced in Scripture as having anything
to do with our salvation relationship with Christ. They are neutral and yet
many times we treat them as having utmost importance.
Questions:
What adiaphora is there in your faith life?

How can you hold focus on Christ and not on the adiaphora?

Activity
Spend some time in prayer of confession asking God to forgive you in those times when you
worshipped the adiaphora instead of God.
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3:16
March 4 - Sunday
Lamentations 3:16 (ESV)
16 He has made my teeth grind on gravel, and made me cower in
ashes; …
This chapter of Lamentations focuses on the suffering of a person
and the ultimate remembrance and faithfulness of God.
Face in the dirt to the point of getting into the mouth
and cowering in the ashes is an ultimate symbol of
repentance and mourning.
On Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the season of Lent,
we are marked with ashes with the words,
“Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return.”
This captures the essence of Genesis 3:19.
Our lives would be just one long lament if it weren’t for John 3:16
where we hear of God’s grace and mercy!
Thanks be to God!
Questions:
How do you react to people lamenting in the Bible? Shouldn’t they just be people of
great faith and optimism?

How do you care for a person who is lamenting?

When your soul laments, where do you turn for comfort? Why?

Activity:
How would you put Proverbs 3:16 into your own words? Write it out below.
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3:16
March 5 - Monday
Ezekiel 3:16 (ESV)
16 And at the end of seven days, the word of the Lord came to
me: …
Ezekiel is called by God to be a sound piece of warning for the people.
This call was so overwhelming to him he sat in silence trying to take it in
for a whole week.
At the end of those seven days, he began his role as a watchman for
Israel.
The words he speaks are not to be his own, but rather the words of God.
These words of warning are for the unrighteous and the righteous alike.
Abraham Heschel once wrote,
“The images of a prophet should not so much shine as they should burn.”4
Words of warning indeed do burn!
Our warning is of our sin, but John 3:16 echoes those warnings with the
hope of eternal salvation through Jesus Christ!
Questions:
What are some of the words in Scripture that “burn?”

What are some of the words in Scripture that “heal?”

Activity
Pray for God to give you opportunities to serve and look at it again after a week.

4

Abraham Heschel, The Prophets - ISBN-13: 978-0060936990

21

3:16
March 6 – Tuesday
Daniel 3:16 (ESV)
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the
king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this
matter.
The question they have no need to answer the king is, “Is it true, O Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden
image that I have set up?”
They have no need, even though their answer may get them thrown into a blast
furnace, because they will not worship other gods.
They declare our God has the power to save us, and even if our God chooses not
to, we still will not worship your gods.
We believe in the one true God.
They were thrown into the furnace and God chose to miraculously save them!
John 3:16 tells us our God loves us and has chosen to save us, not from a fiery
furnace, but rather from eternal damnation.
Thanks be to God!
Questions:
What other gods are you being “forced” to worship in this day and age?

Are you able to stand firm? How does God help you to have faith in the midst of
temptation to yield to other gods?

Activity:
Write down on a piece of paper the idols trying to draw you away from God. Burn that paper!
No Hosea 3:16
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3:16
March 7 – Wednesday
Joel 3:16 (ESV)
16 The Lord roars from Zion, and utters his voice from Jerusalem,
and the heavens and the earth quake. But the Lord is a refuge to
his people, a stronghold to the people of Israel.
The Lord roars like thunder and the heavens and earth quake.
This is Pastor Tyler writing. The first time I ever sang the Lord’s Prayer in
church was for a friend’s wedding in my hometown when I was in college.
As I sang the first line, “Our Father, which art in heaven…” there was a
flash of lightning and the thunder boomed so loud the stain glass
windows in the church rattled.
I remember thinking, “God is really listening to me!”
The thunder continued to roar after each line.
I was a puddle of shaking sweat when I finished.
I find great comfort in John 3:16 which tells us this great and powerful
God loves us enough to save us from our sin!
Questions:
When have you experienced the majestic power of God? Talk about how that moment
affected you and your faith.

What are other characteristics of God you have experienced?

Activity:
List characteristics of God by using each letter of the alphabet as a first letter. Like “A” for
“Almighty.” “B” for “Benevolent.”
No Amos 3:16
No Obadiah 3:16
No Jonah 3:16
No Micah 3:16
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3:16
March 8 – Thursday
Nahum 3:16 (ESV)
16 You increased your merchants more than the stars of the
heavens. The locust spreads its wings and flies away.
I have to admit when I saw this text I thought what does this have to do
with anything! And then I dug into it and shuttered!
This is a prophecy against the rich and powerful city of Nineveh.
It was a city which towered over others and used its wealth and military
strength to subdue and enslave others.
This prophecy says all your wealth, all your power, all your military
strength will not help you against the coming wrath of God.
Every ounce of treasure and scrap of prestige will be devoured and the
“locusts,” having taken it all, will fly away!
I thought of us as a nation and the trust we place in our wealth and
strength and how it could all be taken away.
John 3:16 tells us where we need to turn to abate the wrath of God the
Father and that is Jesus Christ, the Son of God who takes away the sin of
the world.
Questions:
Honestly, where do you place your trust? Government? Wall Street? Other? Why?

Why is it easy or hard to place your trust in God?

Activity:
Go to a quiet place and contemplate the salvation of God compared to the “saving” by other
things.
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3:16
March 9 - Friday
Habakkuk 3:16 (ESV)
16 I hear, and my body trembles; my lips quiver at the sound;
rottenness enters into my bones; my legs tremble beneath me.
Yet I will quietly wait for the day of trouble to come upon people
who invade us.
The prophecy of Habakkuk is probably set in time just before the
Babylonian Empire strikes down Judah and literally everything in its path
around 600 B.C.
The third chapter is a prayer where Habakkuk is fully aware of the coming
devastation and the realization there is nothing he can do about it.
Verse 16 exemplifies this as he describes his fear and in the midst of that
fear there is a quiet calmness that comes in his faithfulness to God.
Death is the common thread for us all which may come expectantly or
suddenly. The Christian may be anxious or fear death for a multitude of
reasons and yet have a calmness in their trust in the Lord.
Christians who lose loved ones may mourn and grieve deeply and yet have
an unexplainable peace and hope that comes from faith in the Lord.
John 3:16 serves as a major source of that peace and hope, even in the
face of death.
Questions:
Have you ever felt despair or fear of something coming in life? What happened?

Where did you find God in the midst of that event?

Activity:
Buy a newspaper, check online or watch the news and write down people who are caught in
the midst of life crashing in on them and add them to your prayers.
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3:16
March 10 - Saturday
Zephaniah 3:16 (ESV)
16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let
not your hands grow weak.
Zephaniah here prophecies the salvation of God and how we can gain
strength and confidence in that fact.
Hopelessness can cause a person to physically grow weak and frail as
reflected in the phrase “your hands grow weak.”
But the people of God are called out to “fear not” and not let our hands
grow weak.
The angels proclaim to those they bring the message of Christ’s birth to
“fear not.” The angels at the empty tomb after Jesus has risen from the
dead cry out, “fear not!”
Jesus himself in John’s Gospel says do not let your hearts be filled with
fear, trust in God!
As Christians, the source of strength to “fear not” is reflected in John 3:16.
It is God who saves the world!
Questions:
When have there been times where your hands grew weak from hopelessness?
What happened?

How was your strength brought back?

Activity:
Take you list you made yesterday and pray for strength from God for those people.
No Haggai 3:16
No Zachariah 3:16
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3:16
March 11 - Sunday
Malachi 3:16 (ESV)
16 Then those who feared the Lord spoke with one another. The
Lord paid attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance
was written before him of those who feared the Lord and
esteemed his name.
Malachi (which means in Hebrew “my messenger”) delivers
a prophecy to a people who are not worshipping idols,
they have just lost their heart in worshipping the Living God
and living in accord with the covenantal relationship.
Their worship has become an act of going through the motions
where they are caught in a rut.
Their lives are on autopilot where they do the right things,
but for no reason.
The Lord through Malachi is calling them back to remember God.
It is a wakeup call!
You know how in the morning, when the alarm goes off to wake you up
and you reach over and turn it off and roll over and go back to sleep, this
is how some responded to Malachi.
Others woke up and are the ones recorded in the book of remembrance.
John 3:16 is an alarm clock going off in our lives and it is time to wake up!
Questions:
Has worship become a rut for you? If so, is the problem the worship style or leadership or
you? If it is not a rut for you, what do you find uplifting and fulfilling in worship?

In what way is John 3:16 a wakeup call for you personally?

Activity:
Pray for all the leaders and participants in worship this weekend.
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3:16
March 12 – Monday
Matthew 3:16 (ESV)
16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from
the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest
on him; …
John the Baptist baptized Jesus in the Jordan River at the location where
the waters of this famous river soon empty in to the Dead Sea.
John’s baptism was one of repentance from sin.
So, one might ask why did Jesus, who was without sin, have to be
baptized in this way and for this reason?
I believe you should then also ask why did this same Jesus, who was
without sin, have to die on the cross?
He did so to take away our sins on the cross, taking our guilt and
punishment out of love for us.
This baptism was a prophecy, a symbol of his identification with us and a
revelation as to who Jesus Christ is.
John the Baptist in John’s Gospel declares Jesus as the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world.
John 3:16 echoes that truth!
Questions
Martin Luther in times of doubt would remind himself he was baptized. What does your
baptism mean to you?

Does John 3:16 give meaning to baptism for you? Why or why not?

Activity:
Think back to last Monday and reflect on the opportunities God provided you to serve.
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3:16
March 13 - Tuesday
Mark 3:16 (ESV)
16 He appointed the twelve: Simon (to whom he gave the name
Peter);…
Greg Finke writes in his book Joining Jesus on His Mission, “So, for years, when I
thought of myself as being in mission, I had it in my head that Jesus was sending
me off for him … on my own … to do the best I could … which I knew would not
be very good at all.
I was afraid people would reject me or I wouldn’t know what to say, or worse, I
would say something and botch the whole deal for Jesus. What a burden! Can
you relate?
But I had it precisely backwards. Jesus wasn’t sending me out to do his work for
him, he was inviting me to come with him and join the work he was already
doing. What a relief! You see, only Jesus can do Jesus-work. So, let him.
Someone once told me, “I can’t. Jesus can. Think I’ll let him.”
Our job isn’t to try and do Jesus’ work for him. Our job is to watch for, recognize
and then respond to the work Jesus is already doing in the lives of people
around us and join him.”5
It is simply to proclaim John 3:16 with our lives.
Questions:
Look around at the people you know and ask, “What’s Jesus already up to?”
Who are these people around me?

And what are they almost ready for?

Activity:
Get a copy of Greg Finke’s book and read it.
5

Finke, Greg. Joining Jesus on His Mission: How to Be an Everyday Missionary (p. 30). Tenth Power Publishing. Kindle Edition.
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3:16
March 14 - Wednesday
Luke 3:16 (ESV)
16 John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but
he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I
am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire.
When Martin Luther reflected on baptism he wrote the following in
his Small Catechism:
“How can water produce such great effects?
Answer: It is not the water that produces these effects, but the Word of God
connected with the water, and our faith which relies on the Word of God
connected with the water. For without the Word of God the water is merely
water and no Baptism. But when connected with the Word of God it is a
Baptism, that is, a gracious water of life and a washing of regeneration in the
Holy Spirit, as St. Paul wrote to Titus (3:5–8), “He saved us by the washing of
regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit, which he poured out upon us richly
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that we might be justified by his grace and
become heirs in hope of eternal life. This saying is sure.”
In baptism, it is God who baptizes and saves, tying us to the death and
resurrection of Christ.
In baptism, we experience John 3:16.
Questions:
What does baptism mean to you? Where do you get your understanding?

What do you think it means to be baptized with fire and the holy Spirit?

Activity:
If you were asked to baptize someone, how would you do it? Prepare yourself for such a time.
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3:16
March 15 - Thursday
John 3:16 (ESV)
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
Here we are at the heart verse of this study.
This is Pastor Tyler writing again.
My father-in-law, who inspired this study, had double bypass heart
surgery when he was 48 years old.
As he was going into surgery, the family was filled with concern and
worry, trying to console him and minister to him.
He, in his quiet confidence in the Lord, said these words which I will never
forget, “If I die on the operating table I will be with the Lord, if I survive I
will be with you. Either way I am a winner!”
John 3:16 was not just words on a page in the Bible for him, it was a real
promise of God which filled his heart, soul and mind.
Now at age 81, having suffered a stroke, he still exemplifies that quiet
confidence in the Lord.
John 3:16 still beats in his heart, soul and mind.
Questions:
What does John 3:16 mean for you personally?

How might you share this verse with someone today?

Activity:
Spend time in prayer asking the Lord for a quiet confidence in Him and His promises.
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3:16
March 16 - Friday
Acts 3:16 (ESV)
16 And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man
strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through
Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you
all.
I love the hauntingly simple song written by Will Reagan,
performed by Jesus Culture and also Tasha Cobbs called Break Every Chain.
There are not many words:
“There is power in the name of Jesus
To break every chain, break every chain, break every chain.”
You can check it out on YouTube.6
The power in the Name is not to be understood as some kind of magical
incantation which can be spoken like Hocus Pocus and things will happen.
Nor should it be seen as a command to make God to do what we want.
Rather “the Name” refers to everything true about Jesus.
Here a healing happens through faith in the Name, faith in everything true
about Christ. It is miraculous and powerful!
John 3:16 promises an eternal healing through everything true about Christ!
Questions:
Why do you think some people are healed when prayers are said in the Name of Christ
and others are not? Difficult question.

What are some chains in your life that the Name of Jesus can break?

Activity:
Pray in the Name of Jesus for your chains to be broken.
6

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-pD2zIuiC2g
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3:16
March 17 - Saturday
Romans 3:16 (ESV)
16 …in their paths are ruin and misery, …
This powerful passage in Romans describes our state of being without
Christ. A few verses earlier Paul writes, “None is righteous, no, not one; no
one understands; no one seeks for God.”
There is nothing in our sinful selves that would seek God, rather we
oppose Him or flee from Him.
Martin Luther writes in the Small Catechism explaining the third article of the
Apostles’ Creed, “I believe that by my own reason or strength I cannot believe in
Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me through
the Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, and sanctified and preserved me in
true faith, just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian
church on earth and preserves it in union with Jesus Christ in the one true
faith.”7
Faith comes by hearing the Word empowered by the Holy Spirit.
Paul says in this passage that without Christ a life is one of ruin and misery.
Our job? To just tell others about Christ, to tell them how the truth of John
3:16 has impacted our lives.
Questions:
What does it mean to you that we don’t have to produce faith in others, but rather just
tell them about Jesus?
How did the Holy Spirit bring faith to you?

Activity
In preparation for worship this weekend read Romans 3:9-28 and then spend time in prayer
and confession.
7

Tappert, T. G. (Ed.). (1959). The Book of Concord the confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. (p. 345). Philadelphia: Mühlenberg Press.
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3:16
March 18 – Sunday
1 Corinthians 3:16 (ESV)
16 Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's
Spirit dwells in you?
This passage speaks of the foundation of faith and life,
the holiness of God within us and the testing by fire.
The church can get so distracted with things other
than Christ, participating not in the kingdom of God,
but rather in the building a kingdom of self-interest
and self-gain. Paul points out those things burn away,
but the true foundation of Christ stands for eternity.
As Christians we are the walking, talking, breathing temple of God
wherever we are. Not because of our holy living, but rather because of the
holiness of God’s Spirit within us calling us to a life of faith and love.
If John 3:16 was all we had as a church, we could still stand!
Luther writes about this verse, “In vivid and significant words the evangelist
briefly sketches this grace and gift in Christ, that he may magnify it and portray
minutely all concerned — the giver, the recipient, the gift, its fruits and benefits.
All is so eloquently great that it is indescribable, and it is difficult to believe only
because of its very greatness.”8
Questions:
What are some things the church gets involved in which have nothing to do with the
Gospel?
What is your life built on? Will it withstand the “fires?”

Activity:
Before the sermon is preached, pray for God to open your heart to the truth and power of the
Gospel.
8

http://www.martinluthersermons.com/Luther_Lenker_Vol_3.pdf
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3:16
March 19 - Monday
2 Corinthians 3:16 (ESV)
16 But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.
Paul speaks of Moses in this chapter, referencing to when the Israelites
lived under the Law. In Exodus, Moses would take the veil off when he went into
the tabernacle to have close moments with God. This verse though is not simply
talking about a veil we wear on the outside, it is speaking of the veil we wear
over our hearts. That veil which might try to keep Jesus out. As that veil looms
over our heart, we miss out on happiness, freedom, and joy that comes from
knowing our Savior. After the death of Jesus on a cross, the veil was torn in two
(Matthew 27) and Scripture speaks of this resurrection that happens. You see,
because in John 3:16, Jesus died for us – that veil has been torn and it can
happen in your life too. When that veil is broken we can see stark contrasts –
death to life, darkness to light, sadness to joy, and the list can go on.
Questions:
Is there a veil hiding your heart from Jesus? What are the things holding the veil up?

As you continue to move through this Lenten journey, how does the reading today help
make John 3:16 more personal for you?

Activity:
Look over your life and list how Jesus has changed the condition of your heart? Take time to
share those with a loved one or a close friend!
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3:16
March 20 - Tuesday
Galatians 3:16 (ESV)
16 Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring.
It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but
referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ.
There were numerous promises given in the Old Testament, but Paul is
referring to promises in both Genesis 13:15 and 17:8. Looking at the
language, the word offspring in the first half of the verse could be used as
either singular or plural. The Apostle Paul references it in a single sense,
pointing to Jesus! The ultimate understanding is that Jesus would be the
ONLY answer to not just the promises listed above, but to all of the
promises found in the Old Testament. Can you believe that there are over
5,000 promises contained in Scripture? Even better – there is one answer
to all of those promises – and His name is Jesus. John 3:16, is an answer to
a promise contained in Scripture and so is the whole life of Jesus. It is so
awesome, that we have a God who not only makes promises to us but
fulfills them. Just as Abraham had hope in the promises that were made
to him, we can have hope because we've seen some of these promises
come true and still have promises that we can't wait to see become
fulfilled. What an awesome God we have!
Questions:
What promise(s) from God are your favorite? What hope do you get from these
promises?

Is it hard to fathom that God fulfills all of his promises? Why or why not?

Activity:
Take some time to reflect on the promises that are contained in Scripture. Write them down
and put it somewhere you will see it every day and thank God for his promises!
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3:16
March 21 - Wednesday
Ephesians 3:16 (ESV)
16 …that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to
be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being,
…
In his letter to the church in Ephesus, Paul is explaining to the Jews and Gentiles
on what to believe, helping believers understand God's grace which comes in the
form of Jesus and then at the end of chapter 3, begins praying for our spiritual
strength. We understand God as one god, three members – the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. We see this in the Apostle's Creed in which we speak – God
who is our Father and Creator, Jesus who is God's son and our Savior, and the
Holy Spirit who lives within us. Sometimes during our life there can be trouble,
distress, and difficulties – having the Holy Spirit live within us should give us
hope and confidence in our daily lives especially knowing that we have God
living within us. John 3:16 gives us the eternal hope and confidence because
Jesus was sent to die for us, so that we can one day live and reign with our
Father.
What do you normally do when your confidence is low? How can this verse
encourage you?
Question:
How can you prepare your heart for the Holy Spirit to be welcomed in?

Activity:
Three different times today – take a few minutes and invite the Holy Spirit to reveal himself to
you. Start your prayer with the invitation and just be in silence. Share your experience with
someone else!
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3:16
March 22 - Thursday
Philippians 3:16 (ESV)
16 Only let us hold true to what we have attained.
To fully understand this verse, one has to back up to verse 12 to see what Paul is
aiming at. Paul begins this section by talking straining to the ultimate goal, and
that is completion in Jesus Christ. Verse 13, tells us that we should not look at
the things that have happened to us in the past, but we should look to the future
and the hope that lies in Jesus. We get to verse 16, where Paul says only hold
true to what we have attained – he is encouraging the church in Philippi to
strive on and to remember what they have learned through the teachings and
revelations of Jesus. We are afforded that same hope because of John 3:16.
There are times in this life where we worry about our past, we look at our
mistakes, and we count ourselves not worry of Jesus. We are told that we should
not worry about those things – but always have our eyes on the cross and
remember what Christ did for us. The truth that has been attained by you so far
in your walk with Jesus – cling on to that as you pursue the goal of being
completed in Jesus!
Questions:
Jesus came to relieve you of the burdens of your past – what about your past holds you
back from letting Jesus lead you fully?

How does focusing your eyes on the cross, help you move through this life? Where does
John 3:16 fit into that in your life?

Activity:
Write your past mistakes out on pieces of paper and during your prayer time – one by one ask
Jesus to help you let go of those mistakes and rip them up and throw them away as you let go
and let Jesus take those burdens!
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3:16
March 23 - Friday
Colossians 3:16 (ESV)
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to
God.
The book of Colossians was written by Paul during his time in prison in Rome.
During that time, the church in Colossae was coming under attack with false
teachings and doctrines. The entire book of Colossians is written to combat
these false teachings that were not about Jesus, but angel worship, reliance on
human intuition, and strict religious rules. We find verse 16 to be found in a
laundry list of items to act as a guide for Christian living. As Christians, we need
to be in Bible preparing ourselves from false teachings, worshipping together
and sharing wisdom with fellow believers, and always showing our thanks for
what Christ did for us in John 3:16. We find this to be especially important when
looking at those in the generations after us. Every day, in many different forms,
we are being combatted with teachings that oppose Jesus and for numerous
reasons we are not prepared with Scripture to show others the truth. This is the
very essence of why LCM is striving to GROW YOUNG.
Questions:
What are some different ways that you help teach and share some of the wisdom you
have with young people.
What is holding you back from following through with one of the ways you listed above?

Activity:
This is a two-part activity:
Find a young person in our congregation with which to begin a friendship. Start with just getting
to know their names.
Ask Chris Andersen for a copy of Growing Young and walk through it with him.
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3:16
No 1 Thessalonians 3:16

March 24 – Saturday
2 Thessalonians 3:16 (ESV)
16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times
in every way. The Lord be with you all.
And also with you! Paul ends the book of 2 Thessalonians with a blessing for
those who are being persecuted for their faith. This is Chris writing. I remember
walking through the junior high hallways worried that I didn't fit in, but I made
friends. I remember in high school worried that I wouldn't have a prom date,
but I had one. I remember in college worried that I didn't study hard enough for
a final exam, but I graduated. I remember the first sermon I gave worried that I
would let everyone down, but I didn't. I remember before I got married asking
myself, "am I going to be a good husband and father?," but so far I think I'm
doing good. You see, worrying is something that plagues us and our comfort
can't come from ourselves. I still worry today about things, but realize that most
of them are out of my control. The true peace that we all long for comes only
through our Savior and in this blessing that Paul gives the church – we can only
come to the realization that Jesus is our true peace. Because of John 3:16, we
can relinquish our worries and give them to Jesus and ask for His peace to come
upon us and be with us in every way. Remember today, that the Lord of all
Creation, the Savior of the world, the Messiah, and yes, your Friend is always
with you!

Questions:
What worries do you have right now that are holding you back in different areas of your
life?
How does John 3:16 help bring you peace to the worries you have?

Activity:
Find a quiet place today, write out all your worries. During prayer time lift up all of your worries
and after each worry read 2 Thessalonians 3:16 asking Jesus to give you His peace.
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3:16
March 25 – Palm Sunday
1 Timothy 3:16 (ESV)
16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was
manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels,
proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up
in glory.
I think this is interesting that this is our verse for Palm Sunday. As Paul was
writing instructions for Timothy to give the church in Ephesus, we are given
these same instructions. This chapter is intended as instructions for leaders of
the church, and verses 14-16 are the purpose for such instructions. Jesus, upon
entering what we now call Holy Week, goes into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday –
people are beyond excited to see Him as he continues to fulfill prophecies.
Riding on a donkey, Jesus enters people are shouting Hosanna! Jesus – is God
manifested in human flesh, endorsed by the Holy Spirit throughout His life, seen
by the angels, His name is proclaimed with joy this Palm Sunday, and then after
His resurrection was taken up to sit at the right hand of the Father! John 3:16 is
weaved throughout this entire verse so beautifully. Palm Sunday as we
celebrate this occasion in the church, we are reminded of what the next few
days entail. Jesus is betrayed, arrested, beaten, and crucified – and all of this is
the Father's will for him – so that we may be saved! "For God so loved the
World."

Questions:
As we look at Palm Sunday and the excitement we have for it, how are you preparing
spiritually for Easter?

How can you share this verse and John 3:16 with someone who may not know the life of
Jesus?

Activity:
Spend time this week, praying for the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) to guide you in
sharing the Gospel message with family, friends, and even strangers! Share your experiences in
your small group at church asking for wisdom and encouragement!
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3:16
March 26 - Monday
2 Timothy 3:16 (ESV)
16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, …
Paul is once again writing to Timothy because he is concerned about the health
of churches and Christians under persecution from the emperor Nero at the
time. Some see this part of 2 Timothy as a charge to Timothy as encouragement
to continue on. Persecution looks differently all across the world. For us in the
USA, it doesn't look like it does in other parts of the world with beheadings,
torture, and imprisonment. Some of us may lose friends, jobs, be treated
differently, alienated, and so on. When that happens, it easy to give up. Paul
writes in verse 12, "that all who desire to desire to live a godly life will be
persecuted." For Paul, that meant he was arrested, put on trial for numerous
years, shipwrecked, and so on. However, no matter how bad it got, he focused
on life of Jesus. John 3:16 shows us that Jesus suffered persecution on our
behalf, so that we may be saved. Scripture does not say that following Christ is
an easy road, but when we spend time in the Word – we are in our training,
being corrected, and being taught every step of the way. Be encouraged today,
that Jesus leads by example and that because He is the Word, we have hope in
our times of persecution!

Questions:
How have you been persecuted because of your faith? How has it strengthened you?
How can this verse and John 3:16 aid you in the times of persecution?

Activity:
Go to www.persecution.com and download the app that sends you prayer requests on a daily
basis, sign up for the email prayer request, or download and print the global prayer guide. Pray
for those who are being persecuted for their faith in Jesus. Pray that Jesus may guide you
through any persecution.

No Titus 3:16
No Philemon 3:16
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3:16
March 27 - Tuesday
Hebrews 3:16 (ESV)
16 For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all
those who left Egypt led by Moses?
Who were those who heard and yet rebelled?
Surprisingly it is the people of God who saw God’s act of salvation.
Surprisingly it is the people of God who were spared from the Angel of
Death in the Passover.
Surprisingly it is the people of God who crossed through the Red Sea from
Egyptian slavery to safety.
Surprisingly it is the people of God who entered into a covenantal
relationship with the God of their salvation from the hand of Pharaoh.
John 3:16 is God’s ultimate promise of eternal salvation, who is it that
rebels? Surprisingly, us!
As sinners we flee from God. It is only through God’s Holy Spirit calling us
through the Word, gathering us in His fellowship, enlightening with its
truth, and sanctifying us through the Blood of Christ from the cross that
we cease to rebel.
Thanks be to God for His mercy and love as reflected in John 3:16.
Questions:
How do you rebel against God?

How does our rebellion stop?

Activity:
Spend some time thinking about the cross of Jesus and the fact He died for us while we were
rebelling against Him. Say a prayer of confession and for peace through His forgiveness.
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3:16
March 28 - Wednesday
James 3:16 (ESV)
16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be
disorder and every vile practice.
James, the brother of Jesus and the leader of the council in Jerusalem is writing
this letter to Jewish Christians who have been scattered all around after the
death of the Apostle Stephen. James was an authoritative figure in Jerusalem
and most likely knew the people very well and intimately. A good pastor and
leader is to lead and instruct their people in all times – especially in rough
times. Here, James is giving the people wisdom on how to live and act during
times of persecution and difficulties. As we look more towards Easter, we have
an even greater hope and example when we take time to look at the life of
Jesus. Jesus gave us the two most important commandments which are to "Love
God" and to "Love our Neighbors" and jealousy and selfishness make it
impossible for us to follow either commandment. In lieu of John 3:16, we can
see that Jesus was not jealous or selfish, instead he was completely the
opposite. When He died on a cross He not only followed the will of the Father,
but He also showed how much love He had for us – therefore satisfying the
word He spoke, but also leading by example for all of us!

Questions:
When was the last time you were jealous? What was it that made you jealous and what
emotions did that raise?

When was the last time you were selfish? Who did you hurt when you were being
selfish? How does being jealous and selfish break the two commandments of which Jesus
spoke?

Activity:
Engage someone younger than you and explain to them a time you were either jealous or
selfish and how that hurt your relationship with either God or someone else.

44

3:16
March 29 – Maundy Thursday
1 Peter 3:16 (ESV)
16 …having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered,
those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to
shame.
The first 15 verses of 1 Peter 3, help guide us in our daily living. Both the
people who would have read this letter in its most original form and us
today are reeving instructions on how to be continually faithful in the
midst of persecution. As we read this on Maundy Thursday – the night in
which our Savior is betrayed, the gruesomeness of the persecution He
received on Good Friday – leading to His death on a cross. Jesus is
continually an example for us – in the midst of His persecution; in the
midst of it all Jesus never swung back, never mouthed off, and even while
on the cross – HE PRAYED for those who were punishing Him. When we
are being slandered, made fun of, and persecuted – society is waiting to
see how we will respond. Because of John 3:16 – our hope is not of this
world, but it is in the One who came and died for us – He who suffered the
ultimate punishment for us, so that we could live for HIM!
Questions:
How do you react when someone treats you wrongly because of your faith in Jesus?

Does your reaction help lead them to Christ or stray them away from Christ?

Activity:
Find someone who you reacted to them negatively when they said something that came across
as condescending to you about your faith. Seek forgiveness from them and share John 3:16.
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3:16
March 30 – Good Friday
2 Peter 3:16 (ESV)
16 …as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these
matters. There are some things in them that are hard to
understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own
destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.
The Day of the Lord, which encapsulates this chapter, is something that we can
have hope in. Paul, who Peter is referencing here spent his journeys talking
about the second coming of Jesus and the hope that comes through Jesus. This
letter references people who don't believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior and take
Scripture and twist into what they want to hear and what they want Scripture to
look like. When this happens, the devil has won, and destruction happens all
around us. As believers in Jesus, we encounter these people and situations on a
frequent basis – either in person, on social media, or even on our television
screens – men and women twist Scripture to make God evil, revengeful, or
distant. That is not what Jesus really portrays. As we look at John 3:16, we can
see that God is a god of love – who cares for his children so much that He sent
His Son to die for all of us. Does that sound like a God who is evil and
revengeful? By the words written in John, we know that Jesus is King, who
overcame sin and death, and that is not hard to understand!
Questions:
How do you respond to people who twist Scripture and show Jesus as someone he is not?
In the way you respond, how does that show or not show the love of Christ to others?

What are the things that are hard to understand in Scripture for you? What is easy in
Scripture for you to understand.

Activity:
Read 2 Peter 3 as a whole chapter to see 3:16 in the proper context. Take some of those things
that are hard to understand and share with someone younger than you to show that all people
of all ages have questions or doubts about their faith!
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3:16
March 31 - Saturday
1 John 3:16 (ESV)
16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.
John, who is writing this letter to believers is offering advice, warnings, and
hope to us as believers today! Leading up to this verse, we are remembered of
the story of Cain and Abel in the Old Testament in which Cain killed his brother
– showing no love because his actions were filled with evil. This is important
because John begins to make the connection between Cain and the world – and
because we believe in Jesus Christ, there is a stark warning that the "world
hates us". This was the same for Jesus. Other translations may use the word
experience love - because Jesus was the ultimate example for this. How do we
know this, because of John 3:16 – which is reiterated through 1 John 3:16. Our
faith in Jesus is going to cost us, and yes, there may be some sacrifices that we
have to make for those around us. Continue to look to Jesus as your example
and be the example for the brothers and sisters that surround you!

Questions:
Does the meaning of John 3:16 change in light of 1 John 3:16 (that there might be some
sacrifices you have to make?

Jesus knowing that the world was against him continued to show love all the way to the
cross, how can you show the world love knowing that it may hate you? What sacrifices
do you have to make for that to happen?

Activity:
Show love to someone today! After doing so, explain to them using John 3:16 why you decided
to show them love!
No 2 John 3:16
No 3 John 3:16
No Jude 3:16
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3:16
April 1 – Sunday of the Resurrection
Revelation 3:16 (ESV)
16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will
spit you out of my mouth.
In this letter to the church located in Laodicea, we are confronted with this idea
of being lukewarm. Geographically speaking, this idea made a lot of sense.
To the north of Laodicea, is a place called Heirapolis, which is known for
its hot springs – which are used for relaxation. Colossae, another place close to
Laodicea had this refreshing cold water that came from snow melt of the
mountains. However, by the time the water reached Laodicea from both
places it was lukewarm. Who likes lukewarm water? Definitely not me!
But this issue didn't stop here, the church at Laodicea was being confronted
with a heart issue – they were being lukewarm. Verse 17 says, "For you say, I
am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing you are wretched,
pitiable, poor, blind, and naked." We may think we are rich and need nothing –
but John 3:16 tells us something different. John 3:16 says that we need a Savior
who came to die for us because we are wretched, poor, and blind. So, make the
decision – do you want to be "hot" or "cold" for Jesus – because being
lukewarm isn't an option!

Questions:
What are some ways that you may have acted lukewarm recently? Pray for Jesus to
forgive you and ask for the Holy Spirit to show you ways to be "hot" for Jesus!

How might you share this message with those around you? How can you be an example
of what it means to "hot" for Jesus to those who appear to be lukewarm?

Activity:
Today – If you're on social media – share John 3:16 this Easter day with the hashtag #40days. If
you're not on social media – share John 3:16 with at least one person who may not believe in
Jesus. As you've traveled throughout these last 40 days, be prepared to answer any questions
that follow through that sharing process!
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