
Dear Parents and Students, 
This week at Confirmation, we will be taking a closer look at the crucifixion of Jesus as we watch, The 
Passion of the Christ.  There is a lot to say about the crucifixion of Jesus. A couple of things that I wanted to 
mention as we talk about Jesus’ death(1): 
 

• Crucifixion was considered the most humiliating and shameful way to be executed. 
•  While the origin of the practice of crucifixion is traced to the Babylonians and 
• Assyrians, the Persians used it in 6th Century B.C. The Romans perfected the practice of crucifixion 

after it was introduced in the 3rd Century B.C. 
• The Roman Empire practiced crucifixion for 500 years until the Emperor Constantine officially 

abolished it in the 4th century. 
• Crucifixion in Roman times was applied mostly to slaves, disgraced soldiers, Christians and 

foreigners--only very rarely to Roman citizens. 
• Jesus’ death by crucifixion is a matter of historical record. 

 
Why is this important? For some skeptics, there is often an attempt to cast doubt on the death of Jesus, as a 
way to undermine the historical reliability of the resurrection story. However, the death of Jesus on the 
cross is a historically reliable event that cannot be dismissed by people who take the story of Jesus 
seriously. 
 
The Apostle Paul writes about the cross in this way: 
18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart. 20 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in 
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased 
God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22 For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who 
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God 
is stronger than men. -1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 
The author of Hebrews said it this way: 
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
God. –Hebrews 12:1-2 
 
 
 



 
 
Creed: 
The Second Article: 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell; the third 
day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 
Father almighty; from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
What does this mean?: 
I believe that Jesus Christ is true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the 
virgin Mary; and that He is my Lord, Who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and 
won me from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 
precious blood, and with His innocent suffering and death; in order that I might be His own, live under Him 
in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness; even as He is risen 
from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 
 
Discussion Question: 
Why do you think it is important to include the suffering, death and burial of Jesus 
as central to the Apostle’s teaching about Jesus? 
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